
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Southeast Asia is world famous not only for its diversity of its cultural, 

language, political and religious, but also for animal and plant species. Southeast 

Asian covers a range of lifestyles that all rely on someway over the wildlife 

resources for food, medicines, clothing and other products.  

A. Background 

 

Over 500 million people in Southeast Asia depend on biodiversity for food, 

medicine and shelter. In many rural parts of Southeast Asia, for example in 

Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia and Vietnam animals are natural assets as a source of 

livelihood for food, medicine and income (Arida, 2011).  

Tiger is perhaps the most vulnerable animal to immediate extinction. Over the 

last century, tigers were hunted widely as trophies, pests or ingredients for 

traditional medicines. One of the significant factors that make Tigers closer to the 

extinction is traditional medicine. Traditional medicine is very closely tied to the 

values and cultural traditions that have been practiced for thousands of years. In 

Chinese and Vietnamese cultures, tiger meat is needed as a health tonic. In some 

Malaysian restaurants, tiger meat dishes offered as a luxury and new food menu 

(TRAFFIC Southeast Asia, 2014). 



This resulted in a sharp decline in the tiger population and extinction of 3 of 

the 9 sub-species. Presently, there are only a few thousand tigers spread over 

small, fragmented habitats in 13 range countries in Asia: Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, 

Vietnam and Thailand (INTERPOL, 2014).  

Tigers play an important role in the health of the ecosystem, as the apex 

predator that is the top of the food chain. Apex predators are required to keep 

herbivore populations restrained. Uncontrolled breeding in the population of 

herbivores would have devastating consequences for forest and vegetation which 

are the source of our survival. Herbivores graze or browse (eating leaves) more 

than their own body weight every day. Without apex predators, the herbivores 

population would explode, and gradually the soil would become less fertile due to 

overgrazing which would mean the end of forest. That in turn would be the end of 

the biggest supplier of oxygen and freshwater which so essential for human 

survival.  

The market for traditional medicine is linked with illegal wildlife trade. Illegal 

wildlife trade is business or industry involving the unlawful harvest of and trade 

in live animals and plants or parts and products derived from them. Wildlife is 

traded as skins, leather goods or souvenirs; as food or traditional medicine; as 

pets, and in many other forms (USFWS). In this case, the market of tigers for 

traditional medicine is linked with illegal wildlife trade, because it involves the 

consumption of product from Tigers and its parts.  



Illegal trade of Tigers in Southeast Asia is included in a broad set of 

commodities, which have a chain of trades that have each way or methods in the 

smuggling, trafficking routes and markets. These may include both domestic and 

international specialists involved in storage, handling, transport, manufacturing, 

industrial production, marketing and retailing of Tigers products.  

This chain of trades involves more than one country in East and Southeast 

Asia and every country can play one or more roles in illegal trade of Tigers such 

as source ( Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam ), transit / trans-shipper ( Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Thailand, Lao DPR, Vietnam, Singapore )  and destination / consumer 

( Thailand, Vietnam, China)  (The World Bank, 2005).  

Illegal wildlife trade is a lucrative business that involves a diverse range of 

actors, from rural harvesters, professional hunters, intermediate traders, 

wholesalers and retailers to final consumers and users (TRAFFIC, 2008). This 

wildlife trade chains can be simply described as an individual consumer making 

direct contact with a specialized supplier and can also possibly involve networks 

that have a global scale. The movement of displacement over great distances from 

one country to another of this high value wildlife requires the involvement of a 

wide range of brokers and shippers. They do not have a wildlife trader, but they 

can also be an expert in the smuggling of illegal goods, including drugs. This 

crime is overlaps with other criminal activities, including the illicit trade in arms, 

money-laundering and drug-smuggling (EIA, WWF, TRAFFIC, 2013). Wildlife 

such as Tigers is transported through land, air or sea in different ways. Traffickers 

often use the same routes as legitimate importers, but they falsify certificates, 



exploit regulatory loopholes, take advantage of poor capacity in law enforcement 

agencies or obtain genuine documents corruptly (SFNC, 2003).  

In 2005, ASEAN WEN (Wildlife Enforcement Network) was established as 

the step to strengthening ASEAN efforts in combating illegal wildlife trade and 

protection of tiger which is on the verge of the extinction.  

B. Research Question 

 

From the phenomena that have been explained on the background, the 

research question is: Why is the cooperation in ASEAN WEN needed in 

combating the illegal trade of Tigers in Southeast Asia? 

C. Theoretical Framework 

 

1. International Environmental Regimes 

Regimes are sets of implicit or explicit principles, norms, rules, and decision-

making procedures around which actor’s expectations converge in a given area of 

international relations (Krasner, 1982). Environmental regimes are specifically 

designed and implemented through processes of interstate negotiation and 

adoption. The government faces a situation in which the complex transnational 

problems arise (or may arise) that a single country or small group of countries 

cannot resolve alone. A wider network of international obligations deems it 

necessary (Joyner, 2005). International association, then, created, through a legal 

obligation, sets of rules and standards in order to produce the desired conditions or 

goals, which each government cannot achieve on its own.  



International environmental regimes provide specific ways and means for 

setting behavior that governments of states come to agree upon and to abide by in 

managing particular issue-area, in this case, the quality of the environment in 

Southeast Asia. Healthy ecosystems prop up for vital environmental services such 

as fresh water and oxygen supply for Southeast Asia people. Tigers as apex 

predator play a key role in maintaining healthy ecosystem.  

However, this unique animal species is under serious threat. Criminal such as 

poaching, hunting and trafficking of Tiger continues in this region. Then through 

ASEAN WEN governments learn how to share values and norms, which then 

perpetuated through policy action.  

Values reflect international principles, standards  or  qualities  that  are  

considered  desirable  in  the relations  among  states.  Values are moral conditions 

to be pursued or avoided. Norms here means an authoritative rule or goal that 

defines a generally shared standard of acceptable or unacceptable behavior for the 

international community (Joyner, 2005).  

2. Multilateral Cooperation 

In the book title “International Cooperation: The Extents and Limits of 

Multilateralism”, John Ruggie describe multilateralism refers to different kind of 

principled institutional arrangements among three or more states that serve to 

coordinate their policies and behavior. (Zartman, 2010).  

According to John Ruggie, multilateralism consists of three principles, first is 

indivisibility, means states are has commitment to collective action on 



international problem or issues. Second is nondiscrimination, means the members 

in multilateral cooperation will be treated equally, without regard to particularistic 

interests of the parties. Third is diffuse reciprocity, means the members in 

multilateral cooperation take the long view rather than the short-term view and 

expect an equivalence of benefits (Ruggie, 1992). 

Illegal trade of Tigers is run by organized crime that operates across the 

borders. It increases the probability of conflicts that will create security risks. 

Since illegal trade of high value product such as Tigers is overlap with other 

criminal activities. For examples, the illicit trade in arms, money-laundering and 

drug-smuggling. Those activities jeopardize the survival of Tigers. Moreover 

demand for Tiger parts as traditional medicine is one of the significant factors that 

make this species closer to the extinction.  

Therefore, countries in Southeast Asia through inter-governmental and inter-

agencies networks in ASEAN WEN set a basic principle to combating the illegal 

trade of Tigers first, indivisibility, means looking this as a problem which create 

security risk and the international community should increasing their focus on the 

illegal trade of Tigers, because attack in one states means attack for another state, 

cooperation in ASEAN WEN enabling a united response. Second, 

nondiscrimination, means as a problem which conducted by transnational 

organized crime which operating across borders, by capacity building and the 

sharing of resources are facilitated for every state in this cooperation can be 

helpful to combat this crime. Third, diffuse reciprocity means the seriousness of 

its environmental, social and economic impacts, by networks created in ASEAN 



WEN is expected to be an effective coordination and cooperation to combat the 

illegal trade of tigers in Southeast Asia. 

D. Hypothesis 

 

ASEAN countries need to work together in WEN (Wildlife Enforcement 

Network) to combat the illegal trade of Tigers, to prevent the Tigers extinction 

and also collaborate to address the illegal trade in endangered animal species.  

E. Purposes of Research 

 

In writing this undergraduate thesis, there are several purposes: 

1. Explaining the need of cooperation among states in ASEAN WEN to 

combat the illegal trade of Tigers. 

2. Raising the awareness of international community that tiger extinction is a 

problem that should be more considered. 

3. As a requirement to achieve the bachelor degree of Department of 

International Relations, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. 

F. Method of Research 

 

This research uses qualitative method. The method is chosen to analyze and to 

discover the conclusion toward the problem. There are three main steps of a 

qualitative method of research, they are: data collection, data categorization, and 

analysis.  



First is data collection. In this research, data were collected in the form of 

secondary data and obtained from library and online research such as books, 

reports, newspapers, articles, and internet sources. Second is data categorization. 

After collecting the data, the data were classified in order to determine the 

appropriate and applicable data for conducting the analysis. Third is analysis. The 

data that had been collected and classified were analyzed in accordance with the 

theories that have been described on the theoretical framework. Based on the 

analysis, the conclusion was affirmed to answer the research question. 

G. Scope of Research 

 

This undergraduate thesis, was limited by regarding the scope of the time 

which was set since ASEAN WEN established in 2005 until 2014 and used the 

data before ASEAN WEN established as comparison and supporting data.    

 

 

 


