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Indonesian Social Facts on Diversity 

1. Religions: 6 recognized/legalized, and 56 local 
religions (Muslim Sunny 87%) 

2. Tribes and Languages: 364 tribes and 236 
languages (Javanese about 60%) 

3. Political Ideologies: Political Islamism, 
Nationalism-Secular, Socialism, & Communism 
(Nationalism-Secular about 70%) 

National Ideology: The ‘Pancasila’ is not based on a 
certain religion, but nationalism. Unity in Diversity 
or ‘Bhinneka Tunggal Ika’ is a national ‘Motto’. 

 

 



Vulnerable Minorities in Indonesia 

1. Religious Group: Muslim Shi’i and Muslim 
Ahmadiyah 

2. Social Group: LGBT Persons, Communism 
Activists 

 

 



WHO DESTROY WHOM ? 

• Ideologically Majority Muslim 
Sunny reject Shi’i, Ahmadiyah, 
communism, and LGBT 
persons. 
 

• Majority Muslim Sunny in 
Indonesia are moderate and 
tolerant, but the small number 
of radical persons inside Sunny 
are aggressive.    



A Case of LGBT as Insecure Persons 

It is caused by: 

 

1. Social rejection and 
aggressiveness 

2. Family’s unacceptance 

3. Lack of Opportunities 



Sunny Doctrine on LGBTI Issue 

• Almost all of Sunny Ulamas stated that LBGT is 
a sinful behavior, and it is clear declare in Al 
Qur’an on Luth Story (many verses). 

• Luth society was condemed by Alloh SWT 
because of Sodomi activities, and deviation on 
human relations, man loves man, and woman 
loves women.  That is why LGBTI is ‘haram’, 
sinful and forbidden. 



Sounds From The Corner 

• A group of Islamic scholars is linking up to these 
experiences of solidarity within Islamic 
communities now with modern approaches for a 
contemporary interpretation on Islamic teaching. 
The Liberal Islamic Network JIL (Jaringan Islam 
Liberal) reads Al Quran and Sunnah as documents 
to be reinterpreted for our time, open minded 
towards new considerations and ideas, including 
the ongoing diversification of life styles, the idea 
of Human Rights and the question of LGBTI in this 
context. 



• Musdah Mulia, Professor on Islamic Studies, UIN Jakarta, 
suggests a new interpretation on the Quran verses related 
to the story of Prophet Luth (Loth): his society recieved 
punishment from God not because of homosexual practice 
among the people, but because of sodomy. Thus, there is 
no definite prohibition of LGBTI sexual orientations.  

 

• Ade Armando, a communication expert from Universitas 
Indonesia, suggests that all desire and love come from 
God, and thus also desire towards the same sex must 
come from God. People can plan a marriage - but not 
whom they love. Armando argues that homosexuality is not 
‘haram’, as it is different from sodomy. Therefore the strict 
ban of sodomy in Islam does not include homosexuality as 
a natural desire and orientation of love (Armando: 2015). 



How to reduce insecure problem? 

1. Government Role: 
Regulating and 
guaranteeing individual 
rights 

2. Facilitating dialoques to 
bridge religious and liberal 
perspective on LGBT issues. 
It is between ‘sinful’ 
behavior and ‘individual 
right’ (lifestyle) 



Publication on “Diversity Concept-
Diversity Politics” (Hamburg, 2016) 


