
i 

 

TITLE PAGE 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

The Cooperation among UNHCR (United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees), Indonesian Government and 

Philippines Government in Managing the Stateless Status Issue of 

Persons of Indonesian Descents (PIDs) in Mindanao 

Presented to fulfill the requirement for achieving the bachelor degree of 

International Relations,  

Faculty of Social and Political Science, Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

 

Advisor: Adde Marup Wirasenjaya, S.IP, M.A 

Name: Putrie Agusti Saleha 

Student’s number: 20130510242 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2017



ii 
 

ENDORSEMENT PAGE 

The Cooperation among UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees), Indonesian Government and Philippines Government in 

Managing the Stateless Status Issue of Persons of Indonesian Descents (PIDs) 

in Mindanao 

Written by: 

 

 

 

Putrie Agusti Saleha 

20130510242 

This undergraduate thesis has been examined and endorsed by the board of 

examiners from the Department of International Relations, Faculty of Social and 

Political Sciences, Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. 

 

Day / Date: Friday, April 7th 2016 

Time: 08.00 WIB 

Place: Room HI B 

Acknowledged by: 

Advisor/Chief of Examiner 

 

 

Adde Marup Wirasenjaya, S.IP, M.A 

NIK: 163 064 

 

Examiner I      Examiner II 

 

 

Ali Muhammad, M.A, Ph.D    Wahyuni Kartikasari, S.T, S.IP, M.A 

                    NIK: 0031077101     NIK: 163 061



iii 

 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY PAGE 

This is to certify that to the best of my knowledge, the content of this thesis 

is my own work. This thesis has not been submitted for any degree or other 

purposes. 

I certify that the intellectual content of this thesis is the product of my own 

work and that all the assistance received in preparing this thesis and sources have 

been acknowledged.  

I made this statement in real and if in future there is a mistake in this 

statement, then I am willing to accept academic sanction in accordance with the 

applicable rules at Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. 

 

Yogyakarta, April 29th, 2017 

Author, 

 

  Putrie Agusti Saleha 

        20130510242 

 

 

 

 



iv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Only the one who seeks 

will find” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 The highest praise and gratitude dedicated to Almighty God, Allah SWT 

who always give His endless kindness and bless that make the writer possible to 

finish this undergraduate thesis entitled: “The Cooperation among UNHCR (United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees), Indonesian Government and 

Philippines Government in Managing the Stateless Status Issue of Persons of 

Indonesian Descents (PIDs) in Mindanao”. This undergraduate thesis is submitted 

to fulfill the requirement for achieving S-1 Degree of International Relations major, 

Faculty of Social and Political Science, Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta as 

well as the application of the theories and knowledge that the writer had already 

obtained during the undergraduate study. 

 The writer also would like to express her sincere gratitude to all those who 

have contributed in the process of writing this undergraduate thesis especially for 

the advisor of this undergraduate thesis, Mr. Adde Marup Wirasenjaya, S.IP, M.A, 

also to all of the board of examiners, Mr. Ali Muhammad, M.A, Ph.D, and Mrs. 

Wahyuni Kartikasari, S.T, S.IP, M.A. The writer realizes that there are still rooms 

for improvement for this undergraduate thesis. The writer hopes that this 

undergraduate thesis could be useful for international relations study.  

Yogyakarta, April 29th, 2017 

 

Putrie Agusti Saleha 

 



vi 

 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE 

Bismillahirrahmaanirrahiim…. 

I thank Allah for everything that He has given to me, for all the happiness, 

joy and precious things, Allah is the cause of every good things. Also for every 

unexpected blessing and unpredictable ways to make me the best of me. I am truly 

grateful for what he has done to my life, for every goodness and every badness, I 

know he has planned for me a better place than my dreams. I praise Him for 

everything he has given to me, from a small things that I don’t even realize up to 

the greatest thing He showed me to don’t stop believing Him. He guided me in His 

own way and He showed me that I can handle and pass through every hurdles in 

life. Thus, I created this undergraduate thesis and finished in arranging it are nothing 

without His guidance and help. I knew I will never reach this step without a small 

help from Him. Hopefully, through this small step, Allah will open another my 

chapter of life and let me go through another unexpected and surprising journey of 

life within his plan and guidance. 

I thank my one and only beloved parents, my angels without wings, Ayah 

and Ibu, Mr. Burhanuddin, S.Sos, M.Si and Mrs. Ludiawati, Am.Keb. One of my 

deepest gratitude I owe it to you, the world’s best parents of mine. The one who 

teach me so many precious things in life and guided me to become the person that 

I am today. You know very well what I’ve been through in creating this 

undergraduate thesis. Every time I called you with cries and tears, both of you 

always calm me down and told me that there is no great results comes from a 

peaceful process. To get a great results you have to walk through the rocky roads 



vii 

 

and heavy wind so when life pushed yourself down, you will become stronger than 

ever. I think there is no words that can show how grateful I am to become a daughter 

of both you. Allah is indeed really amazing to bless me with a parents like both of 

you. I wish every little things that I have been done during my process will always 

make you proud of me and hopefully I never put away your smile from your faces. 

I thank you both of you Yah and Bu, I love you so much. 

I would like to send my gratitude to all these people below, who has cheered 

up my day, support my all kind of things in my life and for every little things they 

have done for me: 

1. Special thanks to my beloved Police man, my one and only little brother, 

Andia Imam Setiawan Putra. I thank you for always supported me in 

many ways for showing that you are truly care about me even we fight a lot. 

But, I never miss any single moments to say thank to Allah to send me a 

brother like you. Thank you for always taking my side every time I bumped 

into some problems. Thank you for always sharing with me about your love 

life and about your so many ex-girlfriends, lol. Please stick with one good 

girl okay, bruh! I love you so much my hero! 

2. Special thanks to someone who always been there for me after my 

family, the one who always know how to change my mood easily, the one 

who always have my back every time I was at my lowest, this gratitude is 

for you dear M. Bilal Saeed. You know, it’s not easy to deal with kind of 

girl like me right? But you always know how to change my tears to laughter, 

my fear to a braver me, my jealousy to a blushing me. We’ve been through 



viii 

 

many ups and downs together and since the first day you never leave my 

back. I thank you for every little things that you’ve done for me, you never 

know how proud I am to be with you. You’re my support system that I 

always come back to. Stay healthy, stay blessed, me app se pyaar karte hu, 

jaanu!  

3. Special thanks to “Ala-Ala” buddies!!! My days in this university will 

definitely bored without all of you coloring my days. Despite of our 

different characters, I love spending the days with you guys! Thank you so 

much for wonderful years Asep, Bu Dini, Latifah, Dea, Dinda Bonek, 

Dinda Papua, Intan, Metri, Linda, Eria, ThaTha, Mak Yun, Yudha, 

Dede, Cahya, Niken, Azi and Rahma. See you on to guys! Don’t forget to 

have our reunion somewhere in Europe as we planned. 

4. Special thanks to KKN International Davao Angkatan Pertama, Thanks 

to Mas Idham, Mbak Masyitoh, Pak Takdir, Bang Dwi, Resan, Fathin, 

Farhan, Om Kausar, Diego, Arman, Adimas, Maul, Oppa Herry, Udin, 

Rangga, Maman, Depik, Nanda, Intan, Memet, Dinay, Tikeeh, and 

Thata. Thank you so much for the unforgettable stories and memories that 

we made during our stay in Davao. Indeed, I will never forget the story of 

“HOI” haha. I am beyond grateful to have you guys as my teammates, you 

guys rock! Let’s have a visit to Davao again soon!! 

5. Special thanks to my student exchange mates, to these crazy guys who 

made my stay in Sintok, Kedah feels like home, I owe you guys a proper 

gratitude to Fathin, Resan, Asep, Uul, Fre, Karin and Mitha. Thank you 



ix 

 

guys for the memories, for the dramas, for the Nasi Kandar Yasmin, for the 

tomyam Rusni, for the short escape to Phuket, for the Shongkran, and 

everryytthiinngggggg. I would like to say thanks to our A142 batch, I 

couldn’t mention one by one. But I thank everyone! See you on top guys! 

6. Special thanks to my Kontrakan Miak Bangka members, to Johe, 

Pawit, Wak Ime, and Tuti. Thank you for always been there since our MTs 

era haha. It’s been almost 10 years of our friendship, can you believe it? 

You know my all bad things and good things. I know I never say it directly 

to you guys, but I love you.  

7. Special thanks to Indonesian Consulate in Davao City’s staffs, to Ibu 

Endah, Pak Agus Majid, Pak Wahyu, Pak Soehardi, Pak Layang, Pak 

Dede, Pak Irfan, Mas Herry, Pak Satpam HOI and everyone else that I 

couldn’t mention one by one. Thank you so much for the hospitality during 

our stay there and for the information and data about the Persons of 

Indonesian Descents which really help me in completing this undergraduate 

thesis. Insha Allah will come back to Davao City soon. 

8. Special thanks also delivered to my IPIREL 2013 Family, oh my God, I 

can’t even believe that we have reached our last year guys. They are my 

favorite ever! Never thought that I could be in the same class with these 

amazing and smart diplomat next to be or whatever life will create us later 

but one thing for sure, I really proud to announce that I was in the same 

batch with every one of you. Thank you guys for having me. See you on 

top! I love you guys! 



x 

 

9. Special thanks to my internship mates in Indonesian Embassy for the 

Kingdom of Thailand, Nanda, Asep, Reza “strange”, Yudha, Anita, 

Fernanda, Andan, Ibe, and Broto. Thank you guys for the 3 weeks 

memories full with unexpected things and drama to each other lol. I would 

like to send my gratitude to all staffs in all division in KBRI Bangkok, 

Bapak H.E Ahmad Rusdi, Pak Dodo, Bu Aik, Bu Desita, Mas Yuda, 

Pak Sudarmanto, Mas Adul, Mas Lutfee, Pak Faniel, Pak Lingga, Bu 

Jani, Pak Theo, Pak Fahmi, Pak Rudi, Pak Hilmy, P’Reen, Pak Toto, 

Kak Natalia, Pak Satpam keche badai and to everyone I cannot mention 

one by one, thank you so much for the experiences and the opportunity to 

work in Indonesian Embassy for the Kingdom of Thailand. 

10. Special thanks also send to my AUYS 2017 buddies, especially to Don, 

Decca, Teh Nurul, Kak Oka and June. These guys has made Ghibah to 

the next level. I never thought I could enjoy my time with these guys. But 

nobody knows when we have the same criteria of “people we love to 

ghibah” hahaha. See you on top guys! 

11. Last but not least, I would like to say thank and gratitude to everyone that I 

could not mention here one by one, whoever you are, may Allah repay you 

guys with a great, healthy and blessed life. Thank you so much for the 

support, advices, laughter and tears. I appreciate everything and I respect 

you all. May Allah makes every step of us easier and beneficial for everyone 

around us. Send my love and gratitude to all of you, stay happy, stay 

awesome life is wonderful! 



xi 

 

ABSTRACT 

The stateless status issue problem of persons of Indonesian descents is 

started to rise in Mindanao due to many illegal visitors who came from Indonesia 

especially south Sulawesi to southern Philippines. The close borders between 

Indonesia and Philippines is the main reason of the migration happened. The 

persons of Indonesian descents visit southern Philippines by traditional way which 

is passing the ocean using traditional boat. After arriving in Mindanao, many 

persons of Indonesian descents married to the Filipino and settle around the sea line 

of Mindanao.  However, due to the unclear status of nationality they often treat 

differently. Indonesian consulate and Philippines government has made an 

agreement to work on this issue to legalize the persons of Indonesian descents.  

In 2011, UNHCR join the both government to establish a policy to work on 

this issue which will become the permanent solution for persons of Indonesian 

descents’ nationality. The objective of this research is to analyze how the 

cooperation among UNHCR, Indonesian Government and Philippines government 

works in managing the stateless status issue of persons of Indonesian descents in 

Mindanao. Furthermore, the method that was used by the writer was qualitative 

method by using secondary data such as article, journals, e-news, e-book and other 

literary sources. 

As the result, this research proves that there were national efforts from 

Indonesian government that were represent by Indonesian consulate in Davao city, 

Philippines government and international governmental organization in creating the 

new policy for the permanent resolution.  

 

Keywords: 

Stateless status, persons of Indonesian descents, Indonesian Consulate in 

Davao city, UNHCR, Mindanao 
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