
F

rssN 1412-4777
{l: : \1i n. \r )\t( )R ' L{\1 lRl litr

rc[avnadina
JU RNAI- PEMIKIRAI.{ ISLAM

IGnra Penyrrnting
lnjar \iilryln, .lAr,, M..l.l

Penyr.rntingAhli
l\ol. Dr .f aztnl Am,ar, MA

Pnf Dr. .\lua,anA Mawl MA
Pnf Dr Dacbnn, .lP

Dr Jlyansuhadi lrryal -9H., MH

penyunting

Ds.MaHj4M-fu
Dr. lN/a,ge F .\'yah, M-fu
Darqat,,VI-fuMlk
DrrL Zak4ah, t\L.\:.}

Aep Daul Kosa:zlt,.\.Pd. -\l-+
,\ lirtaragl Enta \tno. l-.. \l 4

Tata Usaha /Distribusi
\ ::t r-:!

,{larrLrr :

I:\l t,\lP..Ji. R;raDrr,:..,.--- i -- :.._ _ -:-: l.:1 L_-tr-i1 tlr 02g1t
. l-^ i )_-: . -- =, ., ' a . - _-,.: ,.i

riLii-]11(ut.-. .riL-riit:-,a .: - _- i --_- ---_-_. -._.-:: L :n asras _\ Iuhammadtr,alr
I),uri'okc-rtr 'j:--r-.- :--.r1jr:- -j- -E-r -j-j. r<:inri_ Isram varg progcsf dan
'-:-:,c*t:,.:..-: ---t ::: -ri::- .:- -- :-.-: -t:-,:-cl] maupr,rn f<SenSi br-rku.

: ---. - \. _ ..: '.:: \-:ir:-lEr. f1crl:m11 frbit talLl I

-,t - * -.-- _



fIF"

VQUME c! NOi/rOR 1, JANUA"RT 2010

rc[avnadina
,IT II\.\L PE\IIKIIT-\N ISLL\I

I).\t-[.{R tsl

Iftitalr

(U

St ateg Dakrvah rJan T4did l\ILLharumdii,al i\4enusuki Abad KerJla
4mitr Ab hh(l .ll)

A1 ljtihad al Nlu':shit Pa uiiglu Pengembar_eal Penrikir:lr Islar dj
MuJlunmadiyalt
Aniru' Nueruho (12 - 29)

Pola Kqnninpinan Organisasi Muhamnudiyah
Asep Dnud Kosrsih dm Sutwrno (30 -,/6)

'Religi.ru' Educat i,.ln under Siege':
Polcy and Ideological Debates in indonesia
Nutuutto (47- 591

Perkonlxrgan Leksi<ar dar Gaya Bahtrsa Arab
ll[iioroeu Emdt Surya (60 - 69)

Studi Analsis Pord.rpat Yusuf Qa'dhawi tentarg Aborsi Akbat Peltosaar
kh Nur Laeli (70- 82)

Pegulatar antara Filsafal dan Agarrur

A. Sukteman (83 - 103)

Relevarsi Pemiriran Pendidkan Islam al-Ghaza.li di Tengah
Dewasa nl
Ibnrt Hnsur (104-1101

Biodata Poiulis (11f

ISSN : 1412-4777

Idiologi Pendidftan



rIErFF

'lteligio us litlucation under Siegt,.:
I)olicr antl Irltological Dcbates in I rrrloncsi:r

I)os^cn I rrir crsitus J I rr Ir:rtnlnrrrlir rrh \ ogl rrk:rrtu

\llstrrrk

'/'trlisrtn 
Utt t,<,tt.gktji 1tt t.l,t utl,ttn<rrtt I , 

t. t t r I i t I i l; r t r t .l grtrtrtt tlr ltt t lottt,s lt r rlrtri.tt. .tt t. ... t. /.i.;t,r, \, tt..t ,t ... ..!,,,.1 . t.,, ,,,,,. i,.t ,,
',ti,i,.' rittr|t ttl. P(rq(')(,-(itl lti.itt)t.i\ (lttri l)t.u,tiuull 1,,,,1,,r,, 1,,: ,
lctlottiitli.sntt. /)olinli koloutttli.sutr ltttLf trtn.rr; ,\(:,t:tu.tt-B(tn!a.\,t 

ltiulqllitlitt /lcl.n,rr.ri rlt'trtt.rtt i,r t t t t r r t rt r r r; t t i i tritritr.sr ,tt'ni,trtA.rt,rrrrrra r trttrkr ift
I ' t t t t i i t I i I r t t t .1t,t,rtt lt,tr.tt, ,tt,ttjtt,lt l,,tgt,t, \r.q,,ri ,t.iIi.i,, t.it tritttli-.,'ll.tt t,",.tt.t, ,,.,... .1/,. ....:.'-.,, 1,, ,tt.
uttutl:,t.outostlitttt ttilirt ttnnrl; litrttltlttn .:o.:ittl. Lcltilt lttri ittr l,cr,lt,hrLt,t-ttLlc.l.,<t; rttt'rlgt,rttti I,t,rttIitItl;r,t ..,lqtt,ttt tli ta,lt!lt t/ttt!\ttr,l\t1t \.,! t]t,ltt
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ri,er.tt.l'rt ,tt',t.tttrlirt, lrttt'4kttlt rilrt'ntttri/ tttli,i l,trl^t. .\(,(.t1.!t sLtl)r(.lilil
tlolitrlnttl. ['t',rlitliktt,.1lt,tttt t,r''rt ,],tttt rttt!t t)ttt\rt: t)t,tiir! r:ctttriirtt,t
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kt:tilukutliltt,. so'sirtl sehtLgrri ,1.'cnrr,t r,t't.sLtrt,t. r,sirt,trttltkttn itaht*t
konscl; irti. nktut ,t.tsttttrsi kLlc,trlt,tn ,lr,rl,,q ltttr,rs ,tg,unu .trrttg litt.rtltltunttt nt entltertltlttr furrt rloktritt -,lol, rn tt t,,nla,:tr ,.,t,,< ,f,,st, ttl,

Kata Iirrnci: Pendidikan Agarla; Ideologir pendekatan Kritis: Keadilan
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Itttroducfiorr
One ol the nrost significant current discussions iu eclucalional po1ic1,. is
what and hoN an ideology operates in influencing any po1ic1, making'l-he telrn 'rdeologv' rvhich is sitnplv rlefined bv-Wallace 1:OOS; as ir
s)'stert of beliets antl ideas undet iying hchar jour.s. u,oLrid ty,pif,r agents
ol decision ntakels' orientarjons As Giiour (19g4) perceptii,eiy siates.
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either educationalists or go\enlr.n!'nr's behaYioLrr.s iue likcl,\ to lte uitder.
conple,r beltefs or thotrght to ptrdLrce an1,policl, Srrch lr phenon.rcnorr
irlso see,ts to be 

'ele'trnt t. describe ard .a"niin" reli{.Ii()Lts ctlrrc:tti.n
(RE) in the fiatuervor.k ol polrricll desicions In tlris i.esrpcc1. RE u.'orrld
n(lt.be tot.ail.ly tiee 1r.onr intetesl st.ot.ll) Itiases siIlce it is ais,,.i l)t r)Lluct ()l
political dbbares Quite clear.h,. ir can be said rhat IIE polie_r.:rctrr:rllr h:rs
a pa:licular ideology and rrec-cls to be constructi\ elv criiicizr,tl

I{aving gir,en the aL.rr ,re br rel ntrtrs. i,, ,le..,tt relrs- t5cr.e has
been also an incl-easing inrer.csr ro rethink RE in lncionesia.s public
debates Although it is cleat. that the govetrn.tent pavs attentr\)ll ro R E itspart of the national educirtion systent, there his enterged ralious
lesponses 1o a desicion u,hich states that RE u,ill be prlvrcletl to ntakc
studcnts 'understand and practice religious values and.ior. :rcouir.e
e\pertise in religr'ous studies' ( I/re )003 Ethiuuiort ..{cr. Article .10) lt
can be then quelied, as RE becorles part of poliricai decisiorrs. ri.hlir is
thc rype of a dominant ideology that vvould lead that statutor.\,sratentent,
As a lesponse. fol instance, sever.al scholar.s argue that I4junes,:r .r, ,.,

r.uIti-culturai and religious society should offe. RE * hich mirr..r.s such
ralious backgrounds rather. than mer.ely places lear.ning fi(rr a single
tladjrion, for instance lslam or. Chr.istianity (Zuhdi. 2005, Baidhawy.
2006) On the contl'aly, there are some who argue, as issued by l-he:Oti3
Education Act (Article I2), that RE is uniquely r.elated to a par.ticular
belief embraced by people so that RE taught in sthools shoLrlcl [.re exactlv
the sanre_ as convicted by students instead of prorloting and lr:r.rrrng
about ntult i-ieligious traditions. Based on such debatable standpoints. Ri
teacJring in Indonesia tvould still be an ongoing discussion.

So far, however, there has been little discussion about the eiistins
ideologies behind RE policy in Indonesia. The lack of such studies a_r.!
not only linked to what kinds of mater.rals necessarily taught, bur also
|elated to the extent ofthe govetnment intervention in gener.al. Therefore.
this essay critically discusses some issues, i.e. to begirirvith, r.vhat are the
loots ol ideological debates regarding RE in In<lonesia,1: next. to what
extent does th'e government influence RE sectors especialiy,in the refor.m
era?. and finally, how should RE paradigms be designed in the context of
nrulti-r'eligious standpoints? In order. to be clear., this writing begins by
tlacing the blief theoretical fr-amewor.k of RE rdeologies or: par adigms
and it will then go on to study the above questionable points.

'Under ideologica I siege': theoretical points in a brief
Aronowitz and Giroux (1986) was appar.ently the first to use the concept
'education under siege'. The main point they proposed is that education
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is .r acltrc 0[ pL)\\.ct stt LigIlc ii]I(lngst itieolOgir-s Br ilrkl]t.s \: _

sclrorrls int,.r co.nslderetion lls .i rlcltiite ilL-nli. thev beliercd rh.it :.r
lir c ol)iCc1s ol'thc strugglc i I(inq\t Iltu r.r ,n\cl \!rtt\r. tlte lrLrc]ltl .tntl : _

liralicxl \lorc sinltir'. the firsl utgLtcs tltitt edLtruliol s)trrLrlLl 1;tcstrrc 'iri.:
r.rlries suclt es trelrct.s (rr 1r'ltditi(rlls Jnd r.eicel nc\ irlc.ts *.lti.lt rr,rLrl,-t

l)rcsirirltL)J'\ be ltltlc t0 llr|eetcrr llcir tL lrr retiL)]t. .rrrti t.rlucs Irr alttai,/e
sLrclr lt r icri ltoint. lhcre hls c,rclLrrl tlte scr:L,rrl idcLrltrg). Tilrcr,lis r

1tr,;11c1 11j111,; rilriclr stlitr's l]lr1 sLll(rrr s slroLrlrl 'li)rn llilg( ellrlLcs li,r
stLrtlcnts indiriduallY irr erprcss their pL)iclltills in orr-ie|lLr crrst ri irhin rr

c(rinpeTili\c nralket 'l'hrs idcolirg] is lrkelv to be suppo11c.t1. lir instltrrr-c.
lrr 'hurllil callttal thcor_\'' u.ltich claints tlnt schooiin-u r5 5uert .15

iirvestnreltt to gain high incLrntc in iLtrLr.c (\lgobitzi. 100:l) yct. tltis
outiook is .rlso criticalll cranrined br setct.ll educatronists ulrr-r rrgrLe
thrt rndiridual u,cllth is nrrl airsolLrtclv tlependcnt upon inrliridual
lrrrie.rirls hrLr ulso a social srsterr 'l hcr e'iticize thlr 'htr.lrr c.Ditll
ilrcorr" lLrs Io lrtrrgcr Lreell acceitlcd LlLrc to lltc 13c1 Lt1'l u eqLrlil :,rrri.rJ
srstcnr u'lrich. in nrartv c.rses. bcnefits pr.irilerecl l)et)l)lc .rlhcl
ccononricullv or st-,ciall\'{Philips&Schrrcrshr.th l0()S: Ili1r.1)rr . lr)(l()l'I'ircretorc. tlte erteigence o1'thc r.adical .rs the tlrrrd gr.oLrp u.hieh bclicre
thrt schools itle arerlas 1o set up c|itical sta|c\toints scents t. be slionpl\
L.elierrd lts llll alletrtati\e tr) anticjpilte ulljust socill svsl lls

To complete u,hat Alonou,irz and Grritux ( i9li6) statcd. \lo!)r.e's
pelspccti\ e could be uscd t,.t deepen lhetrlogical arrrl social oricrluiions o1'
RI in parriculal N,loLtle (lq8(.)) lhen c]lssifred RE plir..rc]iunrr rrtr [,.\,]
catepolies that is thc lraditio al lintl 1ltr er,n1e t1t0r.:rrr Tlte 1iI. tet.te|ds
to polatise n,hether- RE. uould lLcus otr 'lnatlels of thc helitt' uhjch
nrelell' ploduces individual pietl or: nr.rttels of tlrc uLrr ld' u.ltich rrllr
orents to construct a social or-der' ,{s a continuation of th( pre\l,,LL\
debate, the contcmpouu), standpoint tlies to perceive rr hether. RE u oLrlll
llromote'liberation'"'lilbstyle' or'pr.acticaJ theo1og1,' Br.ie1lr.
'libelation education' empltasises that RE shorrld be cr-itjciil of soe rirl
tionrination or be radical as Alonos,itz und Gir.oux ( 1986) pt.oposed In
additron, 'lrlestyle education' is likely to lead RE to lorrt a u,ay of ljfe of
strrdents as pl'otxoted by consenatives and, consequently, they rvould
contribute tLt cot]struct a societal o|de| The last per.spective is that RE
necessal'jly develops 'pl'actical theologl' r.r,hich meets theological or.
belief meanings and social justtcc in plactice. l-hus, such a per-spectire
reveals that religrous adhelents should not be anxious because basicalll,.
in plactical theology, their social actions are religiouslv legititnate

In recent yeus. ther-e has been an inctea.sinq ainount of liter.nlur.e
on RE's posrtioning in a ntulticultutal society Sever-al studies conducted
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lrr e onlcnrlt,.rr.er.,l. schollu.s shou, thlt RE begtns to gr) l_.,rvLrn,:l biirar.rrpprrsiliLrl sLrclt as tllrtiilion \etsus rnoder.n isltiitn 
",,a,f,a,,f,,_,,,:.,,1r,,.:,,re irj liher.lrrirrr i, * hich caclr senerallr ir,...,;r,,;... 

'.; 
;;,. :;U-..]

lrcrsPcerii c i, Lircre.st.rdirg tlrc aetLr;e or ra,rlir.l Sucrr' ;.,,rrcr.ir ihirker.s'-'.. I ,r.,.r -1.J,il ,.,-.,t I 1..,r...,,., .... ..,rr,t..,r ,J, ,,.r)rr,lil.l nL,l hc alrlc lrt ()\i,t r(r1ne br i1 51nr1a lt.ltdiliirn t_,Ltt l,r lt ntrrlrr.tl. 1. , trr,- .,,r.i .. ,.,.r r.. ,. .,,t .,1,. ,..,, ,,,. , , ;, . ; ;,,1 ,ll,"
'rrrllr re lrlr.Lrs cr)rr,Lrnitirs {rrrh,rr. ira5. B,ri.iir,irrlr. r,r, ,1.. 1..1,.,.,,l1r1r7) -r lte r;r( eclLLelrri0r i\stcfl rr ir.lLrrLC. l.'r rnttalLcc. rlas l)r.olIOlC(i{'c cL'rcc',rs rrf b.llr 'rel"ing 1r'.nr' a b.ri.r (n-tt,,l,l ri ith) rn,:r ,re.r.rirg
.tlroLtl rcligious lt.adjtrons (ntLrhi iaith) ,..;tU,, it, .i.r.,.oorrrs (\\l.i-qhr.. -rlrlx. IIclla&\\/r.i-ehr. 100q1 l_-1,g11 th.Lrgh there h., ,,ni1r.",, rc1 r.esearclr\\ lri.lr c\Jlillites the clrcctirerress of rhis nroder. a rnaiLiaJ rinde r.sllrrdrnrg.i,rL),.fsl Ji\ct.se rrli1]ir]us tta,:litions seenls to bc ncsecc,.ir.tll, applic_11. ,rrtLrrl' icliilrd lo solc thcoL)grc:rl diaheues tr, ,tr,, n.uf,l reliei,rLs sLrc'ri.reit.,s Titus. 1() \\ lt.ll e\tc,t oleithci. ,lo,o_ ol. 1r,lli l.cllErrr,s lrar-1ilirt,srn rc.orsl'Llclilrg a socielr'is.rrtcptal-1,-. irr rhc lrrtkrnesr-r, c,.)rlc\1 \\o.l(lhe ltn intLrortanl clicLrss iglt

I'hc origirr.s ol itlcological struggles
llelircrcc r. SehLrberl 119to1 Lcrc.LJr th.rt pLrlrcr srrrd\ clr. c\il1rrr.'itss,tnPti()lts'. 'poiitical context,and ,histor.ical 

pr.Lceclent. ;;. ,, n,,;,,;,li00-1) q1x1.. it also includes ,l,hat purlloses. .,r.f :r, *1, ,.f,),,c0nseiluences 
_ of anY policy prodLrced. Their. u.or.ks sho$ thrlnr\ esti[il1ir]g thc. origins ol. idc.ological de bates on Rl: nt llrlone sili iss(rnl(n,llil1 detenltiiting because the recetlt RE clereloltntent ts I Itistoricalconltnuullt rr,hich coLrld n01 be sepal.ated fiont pt.ior clrculustances

R.ief1,,. RIJ in pre- and dLrr.,rg the cilonial er.a ancl'rhen;,;,.;; rr;\eu,Oldel rr'ill be discussed in this parl'rhr-oughout 
trie Indonesian histor1,. RE *hich can be definecl asleligiorrs rranslbrrnation had been ciLrltLrr.allr 

-a, a*1,,," rn planl
cor.tlltunllies includidg hunt:rt r.elLres \\ rtlln F,-r ,,.,.., ...',,,.,,, ..ri,,.,such as simplicity and 1o1,alt1, had been tau-r:hr 1ir ,,.,3.._,,., ,t tr.erlitionalcllucalion institution in Jara In the fblirr.,:,tt -.,_r:. ir ilslance.Br,dJhiirrr rlr irlrg irr rlre fifi1. eer. lr\ rrrel ., ,.1. .l"lpatience . Both the ,.,cal ancl Buddhisi ,:lLr-es ll:r: ...=. -,,,.. slr., ed ri.itlrone rnotheL. The intel.action had rukct, !rl.:.c . .. - ,,,,_ lrltjl thearr-ival of IsJan: approximatell. i, th. 

',1,,,r...-l:, 
- --.,,1, .. l:[r'. *,as,r'i'r.rllr crrrlllcrd b1 s,nte trlders,,,r .: :

llonr ore place ro "';";,...-r;;;:; ,,,.,' ,,. .,: . ' . ... lill"Ii
';,ltrL's irr l't.t, tjC( tel.rt F ,. . r. V.. ,( 

' : 
,,,'a
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ri. tl,t ,,t e!(rI(rnIr n)Lrll\es |,)l r)ltl\ i.ClCr.I.]ltg 1!) 'tht llt,tltctS , ..
lte.trr' ,,r rtLlir iriuirl lr etr

ll.rr |.u:rrirl llri,t rt r\ r(at a\1irtr lLr tltkc \litr.iiltn s It]r)tr) (rltinllri
*ltre lt crlrll|ns 1lt.ll rtll!i!r,\ tl.ln5lirrllliltir)n it1 tllc llt\t t ltc \\(15
,r,.fct ltllr r() 'ltlLieLi tl|,,LrLlt tLtllLri.tl !rt l)eile(iill \\ it\: l.l tJt5l.lltcu
r',lLrclr{irrr lr.:irl nr lrL,Lr',e: .rf,i ri,,r:lrip lrlilrrs iiJr(l reliuir,Lis anrL)r llaerrcrrt
rlL,! lrr l Inilri.lr( \\str'nt iirrurrct . 1tLrlt1ig11l 111r1ir'1 in iltt lLtliLruin-r:
lrifi lr'.1 h' ',,,nre llLr,idlr:i irirrl ]lrlrlLr\ liinLL ,lrr: rlrl llle ()Id lr.Irri .rtrl
\lLrslcnr lir|!tlLr l\ (rlr tite,rlltcr itii rl. llt,l rrr tr]]tt clLscs cr.ctrleri srrcial
lrrsions lrrr,rr!sr 1]r(nr Ir is liLclr tlrlt Pr,litiell ellrshcs harl iL,nrirtioncrl rr

,rn.' srcleLl ',i ltr lirt ctre lr Ic'ligioLr: Lal lI lIl\' t(r cilhet. dclc d i]r.- l)rr-rIurllte their Lrrin ht'licl.s Ihcrelirrc. r1 cill irc s.tid thll ltoltttcll
inlcrcsls llit\c ll(tssil)11 ercJleri errerrlltstanecs *]terc cltch telicir)Lls
ar,rrrirlail\ crrPl'rsizcs its iatc.r'rl Lrrirr r.rtlre. thlrr dir erse socilil
!'r!)l)el ll1i1r rl

Iltr r[,,t.. lli.i\ i.\ji]l litlrl iltt.jtssi,ntiIltijr) t)l rrltgtOns i tlic
a'runlr\ .lllltciltCrl lLr ILrrC t\r ,nt( (.t\L-\ rrrr,,lrt,,l ll0liliaill pt)\\ el
.\rt{)1lltr f.tse is thlt ( ltristilrntl\ Jls'r .r.rrLld ltot irc sel)llliltc(1 llorn.hLrtlt
I)(,rtr1lre5a iLn(l Sipanislt cLrlrrn'tlis,t rilriclt 1l.lt.rulted Catlr,rlicisrl in thc
lrirri iu \l.tlukLr (thc l)llt I rrl lr.tstcl n lnrl()ilesix) lld rlte I)LLtclt
rLrlrr]tirriis t \ltie lt JisscItinitlerl I)tr.le\l.Itlisnl lI llie se\eitlacntlt .l]lil
Lhe nrici lri tltclll celtlLll\ (Prrslletlt\\1i1.-&[ht)illns. ]980) Ho\\,e\cr. i1

rlrrcs ni)l ntdl]]t llttt sclttrols llt ,rr]ltrted lrr the I)tLtclt in pat.ticulat \.er.c
nr!)sll\ ('lI i\1i'in-otirnlccl. a\ccltl li]l scre|ul 1I.irllc ( i]].istjlut schrr0ls
lilrthcr. tlre l)Ltlclt scltL,ols -ccitclrlll telrlctl tr., 1,e 'sccLrllrL rn rcrrn: r,j
r.ir1 sublccls tlittgltt srrch lts l sttIt. r.lcit!][r1t1tr. r]tatltclll.lLrL:. -jat]JnLc

lnr,.l langLlree As such" the DLrtclt seent!-d rrnl\ 1o Itave atr lttquuatr rr
plLrducc skilllrl indir iclrrnls calreble o1'uor-kinc in tlteir. sr)rcrrlterr .rn.l
otho lcchnical sectors Thts trend \\'as considet.:rbly djfler.ent tionr
relieioLrs irl local schools such ,.\s l('gL.uon ::ld l)(,sunlr?n (\,lus1iil
boalcling schrtol) ii htclt cntphlrsized such sLtbjccts as piety llid rnoralit\
'fbLLs. that is u,hv oulconte o1'thesc tladitionirl r.eligtous sc}rools nright bc-

ec()llonricallY disadYantagcd t atlte[ than secu]ar schools
Srnce the 19,15 inclependerrce. thele has been a spir.it olthe 1945

( t nstitution (Arrtcle -l I ) u lrich stated thitt the -soveulr.rent shall provicie
thc national education s_vste .t lor citizens Ye1. dulins alnrost thilly ),ears
later. thc eciLrcation svstent lltqected b1, the C'onstitLLtion did not en.rcr.ge
since u,l.i:rt sustained genelally lvas both secular.schools emphasizing on.
as \loole (1989) defines, the nlatters ofthe u,orld' and religious schools
nrclcJl, sllnrling li)t 'tltc trattels of the heart' as thcir. cjr.cuntst;urces
ciur.rng the col,:nial et a. At the sante timc. the State r.ecognition 1tl the
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a\lsrf .e e L r \ i*rLrirs r.lr.ri',r\ ilrJ Ire lic1.s (-l hc la4-s ( (r.sril,ri()n. .\rriclc:Ll) \\it: Lrrriikelr tLr hr sr,til.it. Lt ils rccr,.g,i1t,), I() lltill Lrl.rcliqi.trssLlt.r,rls ilctr-. steLrlltr sclt,r,rls lt.tl ,,,n,a ch,,,ta"a t(r \ltqllll\ gl..\\ th.,.,i .1. llrrsrrr..t.. r,,rr.r' ,l.l.r(,., 1... .,...t. ,, ,.iI I:t 1rr csiLlenl Lllltltil lri: lrl1r1L ll11111 I S.\ 1( 11111111j11p1) l() Srr\ ta,lI IttLrtt 1( L,rr,Lrrris,t) LlLrc lL., ]ti_s Lrrrs-,i:1ie,-i reti.1i,,a r,', \-.te: tL::r._. l,,r eil.| ,r(\ rl ,,' tr r .t(..r., ri i. \..,r,,,,,,,. i,, , .,;il LrurnrLrnjsnr' ri lis enrpirrerrllr rt.jccrc,i lrr nr()s1l\ reljgr,ru. .a,l;,r,,; i:.si'cc tlrer x,gLlc(r rrr..t it. *as e,r,rtra.irelu^ irr te:r--rrs u.rtrr praci,gc.r.rrrurrsrr idt'rticlrr t1) r)rheisr)r aad rerigiirii ,s l),r1 r)l thcis, ia th.
_ slirllr' illacL' Tlter cOLrld r)()t iilt.oine lh.r1 lt,rri tlrt-lir ehiJdtert rrrtLtld [rc' 

ltlrle 1,,_1,,,,,U," sLrclt a sltir irLi,l isr,,.',t-.,t i5 1lr)\\ tJki,u pl;rec iirr i.strr,ce.
in thr B'itish stilrc scll().rs *herc tlreisrr an.r arhcisrr,'r is orrrci.rrrr u.ithi,.r.., I(l r,.r.t.,l.rl rr rlrr..,. rk \\ ,,. ., I ..., .f .,,,. . i; ,.. ;
itrcionesilt s po\cjtlntelll issLre.l [_.ru \irlbct -l l()-il n,a,,11,,i r,, . ,;a, R]
shoLlkl bc lrn oplionai sLrifcct in public schLrols (Z,,hdi. 1rt,,.1. ,i,,;;,U i;.
sr) c.lled OIrl Or.der. { l(1..i: l9(r7). th., St.rtc ilcl.ltll\ (lid trLrl ltls rn
ildcquala crrircept .rbLrrrl RI: s clereloprrcrl Lrcclusc r,i the i..le.louicrl
rrnccltlt intr

Or cr the 1970s u hen thc \el Ot.clcr qLrr e r.lntcltl l)c,rllt la)coiltroi the stale. there llts hcen l changc Lrl'thc r.eligrous scltLrol prrsition
*'hich corrld be seen fionr ut ieast t\\'o t.enris 'r'hc fir.sr tr.rrcl *.as r.er:r1eri
1o the dereloprnellt orietl1:ltion le.ird bY SLrhat,lo_ thc seconrl pr.esirlcnl.
uhich aqta,-,ar.1 that scrroLrrinc \\'as rlar-l trfetlLrc:rtjelg 1e\\'-{cneralrons tol;c cronaraicalll" c.nrPt'ririrc artl irleorogrc.rl sare i-irc iirr.rrcr rerclrrsthlt RE * ith .id tasrriir.s * h.ich only iaLrght r'cororicaJ .,d * or.shilr
lspects seenred to be per.ceired. as ii as an ur,,ar..a,r.1, subject sincc it
rr,as indicated to hare ltcen ntismatched tith the nat:onal econc.,ilic
development This assLinrpti,.,n ri as cnrpit rr-.rllr e l.rr rfrecl bv trking
er idcnce that tlie time allocated to RE in pLrblic schools \\,as Lrnl\ l\\jo
horrr s a *,eek co.tpar.ed to Sc'ence ard \laths ,, hich h1..,-i ntore ;r;; i;;;elen six hoLrr.s a',r'eek l-he latter.uls in linc uith an idcological issue
w hich shou ed that the existing go\ ernlltent tended to over.eitrntate RE aslut ideologicai cor.rrpetitor. to the stare t,Jc,rl,r-e1. parrcrr.sl./o. ri,hich
plincipal11, disserrinates the nation;l h:r nt nr n rri-rn I direrse society. lt
n as Iikell to be simiiar. to \\,hat was hap.peninu in Br.itarn Lrntil the 1990s,.,ircle RE. has been susllected a, u,]n,.,,].nr ih.tt .dtes not contl_ibute to
.-.;-:,1 crrhesion, tolerance and unr-ler sial,-il.-i Tlre..cn. :rC,l, ::; Ora:::i-tn tltat needs to be asked. hol e.,e: . i. r,,hether. the reginte,s,: -ilri 1135 nrade RE erlrcationists tnJ ,j-l,.-.. ilakers chauge RLl,s
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lte seconrl 1r'cnci siitrrrlt.rncttirslr'acidtesser-l 1ir t.tsltLrrrrl tltc .ri. ,, r

rlrrcsliorr is thal thcrc hrrs bccn tlrc sisnillcart llrLrIirlrirru Lri rclir:i,,irr
corrrLrrlilies especilllr \iLrslinr irtcllectrllr]s rr hrr iltUeri llriI relr!r,rrrr
tllLrcs ,iird irlc-as u elc csscnlr:rllr colltllttiL)lc ,rith' l,,,rlr lr-1. rtr,.r .
nrLrllrcLrllLrilrl s,rcietr (\\ Lrr,rlu jr 11. l()QS) ;11111 iricrrs Lrl' ,ri)rlcr ,il\ lil
rrslance oilr ncss t(-r 5r|t]lac lrIlti lecltnLtlrtgr .,\s lr resLr]l I ,,lr,t I s.rLrL r

L)i \lr)slcnr c,-lrrcnlio.ll iirstitrrtirrrrs hcre tricLl r!j Lra artller sLrrnilr ,rr
tcli-.i,rttcl! J(cL'lltc(1 lrutlltc llLrrc llterc rrlts sontL- t\ t(lalt(.r, .l ,,r ,t.: rl
sL-\eflll /r(r'/1//-('//.r lt(aLrlrnrrldal ttl :t t r t t L t I t t t .s t t I t lll!l(1el- lrl is ll]ln ie se ]r,r,r I

r"rtt, C.tr,r,ii ,,, .t,. lrJrt ..,'lLIt\(,i \\ct( t.rlt:ll . trt,. ,lci, ,J-lc r lr
l()75. Lrased nlt ii colllllr)n ,-lccr.e e lcttet antonqst thr.ec ntirtrstr ics thll rs

the RcligiLtrrs Ai'lait.. thc' Netionrl EclLrcatirrn entl tlte Ilontc .\l'[tl
rtittlrttsttlt: \\cr'a suplli)l-terl to inclLrdc thc nati()ral curicLillt eLrnllrrirr'
N'laths. science ancl lbrcigr lrnguagc (norr-_.\rabic) in rrrtlcr l,r rlrurr
llrirrni trr citlrer cLrnlrrLre theiI stLrdics into hithcr edLrcltiLrr (rl r(rnrllela
into laboLrI rrllrkel (Postlethrr lrle& l ltLrnras. Iqg()) lt is likelr rh.ri ILl:.s
r)r icntalio,, iras in sirnrc cases chlngcd iior-n t,,ldili(),,alisnr (i)resrr.\rnI
ol.l raiLrcs) 1. ,rrrderrisrr (lerrrfi.g to cconiriric necd lirlill.rcrti
H()\\,e\er'. ii fttcl. ntittlnL\a/rs are stili irt .the cr.0sst.ttar-1' tl] iIatkr
tr.rditional and ntodeln tliieciories bllirnced ul the sante tintc- Srrclt ,r

criticxl situalion. lnoreo\er'. Iras c|elted li pLrblic inrage rr'hrclr rrssLrres
th:.l nttrtlitt:sttlt alu.ltti a.e generallv less qualrlicd tharr scltrrLrl rr,es sLr

thlt this conditiol possiblv allrcts to their.s.ot.kplace accessibrlitr 'l 
hrrs.

lhis public irrace h:ts l()nccr coniljl)ulecl to t.eltrodLrce socill ltr. lit.l,tr rt
lire' r,' ith sLrciLr eclIlLrntit eccessjLtilitY of thc r.cligiLtLrs il(lLr!.1ll,) -ll
jnstitLrtion outltrrt in ue net ,rl

Thc governrnent interle tion to RE in tlre relbrnr era
'l-he lall of the desprttic Neu, Oldel reginre since 1998 has qencr:tll,,
become a tutning point of this natjon to bc nror.e denrocrarrc irr rr.lr,
.,.j:1.,.1'et': ttt, ittdirr: (UrtL.rtt,tr O,rr-,., rlre rn,,jl in lr,,lr:rnl ,.Lrtl. I

the gnvenu.nent issuctl l,as The 2001 LdLrcalion Act rvhich pr incip,rllr
enrphasizes decentralizirt ion of educntion. Such a devolved or.ientalion
seenr to be leally apparent u,rthin RE The Act (Ar-ticle 55) srales that
'conrmunity shall the r-ights to provide community-based educatjon a1

fot n.ral and non-folmal education in accordance Bith thc specific t.elrgron
'The plovrsion sho\\'s thlrt the govenln.tent tt.ies to be nrljr-e t.elrlistic ln

accor.lrnodare socio,reljgious diver.sit) Another. situation is thar
lecognition 1cl conxnunity bascd educalion could be seen as parl o1,civi1
societv succcsses in bargaining their. 1tot,er. to the governntenl IIou,cr r:r.-

docs il rrean tirat thc community themselves are purely fi-ee fi.onr the
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.!o\ ct nicni j tet.r ettTirtrr,) ,{s lon.rt trs i1 is concc]ltcrl. rltu r, ,\ ctnnt(ItLrlllei,rlir hanris orer rlleir nranrlulc to thc N,linisir\ (.,r Thc llcliri()Lr\\'i ,,\1, l{.\r .. .,r,.,r..,. ,,.t ,:\r... Rl rl | ,,,1 .r ,r. , .-l ,l .,'.rcii!i(r.s cdrrcatio, irslitrtion:^ rn llddirior. RI e Lrrricrrlrrrr i. yrLrrrliL:\rlr'r(rl\ ll'ls ,.rti.r'rrr' bcc, c.ntrrrled br' the i\rirrisrrr. .l'lrle \iri()ir11il:rhrelliol (N,loN.\) thlorrgh .trr t,t cuLI bL,clr ..rll.,.j rltc \;rti,lt:rl
51.ri (lurrlisittirtl RL)lud Tltelrll,r(. if !.lr I)c s.l!l lll.rl ult.rt is rr..rllrllltltlttnirtl is iis Sunti tr) () (lf)()t))CIlJs .r.cc tr.llisc-tl ,-i...,r,,.,t,r,,,,,,,,1
!)l cducatjol becaLrsc, irr sonte c,rses. Iocal ci.cativitr, ntLlst l)e Lrnder. tlte'.i'r, 't.ri t' .rrr(\\, I ( , r I td . r . s ( s \ r 

,r ( | t

, .l he.e is a strtr,s ptrssibilit' thar RE's .r.cre', izatrLrir is stirl' brconri,g Thc g.r'e*rrert carcerl -r'rrc qo'e,,re.t ilsscrls thal 
^ 

t.- islrasic,ill) n.urle than etlucaring \tLldcnl5 1,, bq irtrlrr itlLt.rllv ptr)trs siltcc jt
,ls,r p'ornrrlcs social pietl in the 1r.rrrnc'*..r-k .1 inte;. (n. ,r.lri r.clici()rLSiciirlio,s I, adclitia,, RE alsrr p;trs a.enti.rr 1() ctc.rtc ,,,i;-, ,.1,,"f.-,, fl,,r'c cr itic,l, inn.r'ati'e ard rL)nrrlctcrt tr-. der er.Ir scicrce. tcahror0a' xn(lrrn ( l-]te C()\.et'nnteltt RecLrlation. .{r.ricle 2&5) SLrch a 1I i,rc4ttc isl,rrr^iclll] bascil on l-lre I t)4-i (-oustitutipl (Article _l i ) u.hich strtcs lll,t
science and tecirnologl uill be devcioltcd .uith ltighest r es1_.,:e r [1.reii!:io.s 

'urLres 
and natiorar Lrnifr,ror adrarcenrent ii cir irisati,rn rrnd

Proslrcrir; o1'hu.rankrnd r-rrc N,ri*iste. .1'the \utionar Educuri,, ,rs.
e()nsidcred that the narjonal educatjon should not ignor.e .the ILrrnclatiorr
firl firtLrle econolrjc qrou,tlt and delcloltrlent . 1Fqa,- 100_r ) -l.hcre 

rsr(l aloubt tl)at the goYenrlrent docs not clnll has lrn rrler.est to buircl the
rtrtlirrnltl education in the ltJntc\\L,rk ,rt rltrgr.rtre.l cLl.r.icrrl:r bet\\cetl
science and ntor-a1rty as a tlitr.,-rt ,rl :r t citgiou: socicrr. bLit alsLr dil.ccls
RL. us parl of thc national inrerest rr hich Jt,LLIfl 1s*,,;ir,ire der,elopnrent
olicntations h this respcct. as il. the gor,arr,l,Jrt needs to hale Itheologl, of developntent. a r-eligious iiea or ethic that legrtinrares
dere1opmen1. lt could, hon'evei., be har.ntfirl ifdevelopnrent pro;CCls lloth
genelally enrphasising econonric developrrent :ncl st,meuihat' ignonng
socialll,unflrir econor.lic dist:-ibutton sioulc.l be alu.ays justified b!
religious ideas Here. ciiticar notrons as ploposed bi,sonie edLrcatitxarist
sLrch as Freile (1970). Giroux (198(r) and Harber 1)OOO) u,ho argue rhat
cducation should be cr.itical to social inequality anrl injustice. need to be
accon'rmodaied by edrrcationalists and d.iisiolt makers" in this countr_y so
thal RE as either srate of mind o, i,stitutions *,ourd n.,t r.,eco.re an e'er
appro'ing agent but. critical nrovelrent to',ards social. porrtrcal and
economii development.
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Ral igiuts Erlucation under' 5iege.......... (Ntu.wrnto)

RE in lndonesia: between mono and multi-religious approaches
\Vith r-egard to social reality u,hich shows that lndonesia is a multi-
leligioLis societ1,. the State and a part of people have had idealism to
build ar eclrrcltional sectol rvhich accommodates diver.se conrmunities
( I)osf l!'th\ xite&-f horlas. I q80) The 1945 Constitution (Arricle 28Ej
u'lrich nraridates that 'ever'), pelson shall be fi.ee to choose and to pr.actice
the reli,gion oi his,'her choice. tcr choose one's education ..., can be seen
ris |ellresentatiolt of a spirit ol- 'unit1, of diversity' as promoted by the
nirtronal ideology,, Pttttcttsilo. The question is that how does this political
rckno\1,iedgntent opelate in the real Indonesian education? It seems that
RE as a conrpulsoly subject has not yet found an adequate fotm to keep, at least tu,o interests thar is subjective needs ofeach religious community
and objective needs of the countly as a multicultural society. The
sLrbjective or confessional need is generally comrnitted by almost all
Ieligions ro urainrain their.studenrs' faith (Zuhdi, 2005, Leirvick, 2004;.
Wright. 2008) or':rs popularized by the Br.itish RE as ,leaming from
leligion' that is comntitment to undel.stand and internalize religious ideas
and vaiues based on any religion emblaced by students. Such a pr.inciple
can be found in The 1003 Education Act (Article 12) stating that .every

Iearnel in an educationai unit is entitled to receive religious education in
accordance u'ith hisiher-r'eligion, imparted by an educator who has the
sarne religion'. Moreover, almost all regions in the UK under SACREs
(Standing Advisory Counciis on Religious Education) at the recent time
also pr-omote 'learning about teligions' which stands for critically
understanding other leligions in order for them to be respecrful to each
other. This kind of objectii,e oi- non-confessional standpoint seeols to be
supported by Westem plulalists who argue that religions are completely
the same as othei' social phenomena such as politics, dcohomy and
cultures lvhich generally could be either accepted or rejected. However,
the last viewpoint, non-confessional, is likely to .bo. difficult to be
lecognized by many Indonesia's religious adherents who generally
convince that having a religion should be .spiritualiy kept, not only
academica I ly understandable.

To build a bridge between re.ligious conser-vatism pr.omoting a
coufessional/mono-faith approach and religious pluralism proposing a
non-confessionaVmulti-faith approach, I ar.gue that in the context of the
lndonesian atmosphere, besides consistently keeping theological
mandates ol subjective needs of each religion, RE also should be
reformulated appropriately in line with the issue of multi/inter-religious
understanding. However, a pure rational approach would be difficult to
implement in this country as it is now taking place in Westem countries

55



-t-\,-;\1.1l),' . I : t)11\. \; / lu !|ri :t)lt) ./- 59

rn gerrcr'.rl .{s long as it is concerned. RE in Eur.opean countries isrecontrnenJed to go ber.ond theulogical tl.Lrth clairns as proposed by\\righr. itr)u-t) ,r,ho argues rr,.t ng .rr_,ouli fr. fi [i'*,,r, the commontrurh rr.irich could be i.eceired by larigus,"flg.rr'"lfr.,"nts. If possible,the' 91g11 c.*ld lear:e ttreir religioLrs dcrc;,r* ;;";";",;,ffiil";,
'e'nrkirg ,r com,on s,ir irrr;rliry.'N.,"nt,.t.rl. ,,,t.;.J,,r" idcrrriries olcaetr relisr.,rr ir tucr c.rrtJ n,rj bs 1g6.,r.gd .; ;:;;;; lruitding sociatconrrr,irnrerjr. lt rnay trr rrr.eucJ rlrrr .rir",.. ti,.oL!i.rllarrdpoinrs wouldrndeed enr.ich sruderrls. social,und.er.sland,rg ; I:;;; rhey commit rohave gener-uLrs dialogues to each other

To make RE comper ible u irli rlre recent multi_r.el.- \\,,rld argLre rhat RE n.eir.ro br.orden irs ,,,fr.;|.,i"" ,,."a':l:J"t;[]H.ito be more criticbl. Based. o,r Frei,..ts-irr?d';;,i;;""nd Frankfur.t,stheory (Dr.yzek, t995). the concept .li 
- 

f.l, r,ru 
'"frout 

(different)religions' should be deveioped i, tir. n.o*.oioiL'?f 
-n,uf.ing 

studentsanare of their. real social challenges 
_as also p,:.rn","a ,by liberationtheology. (Moor.e, l9g9). Ir can be said ,fr" ,fro" ."a"i is a multi_faithrelationship ptogrammed to r.esolve ,o.i.tut prot t.-', thr.ough shar.ingtheological and sociotopicnl ..t"mpoi,rtr,-,io;;';;g. theologicaldocr'ines of each r.eligionir belie.f. lrr' ,rrir'.1rp".,, ,"r"i?rr., as justice,equality, rogethemess and social .".. *rli;;' ;; main concepts tocliticize the existing issues such as poverty, 

"pp,;r;;;r,;,r"risn1 illegallogging, and other social ancl ,uiu.of diruit'".r. 
"i""lfr"i. 

clasirooms,
::T1"1]'.fi-om.diverse_religions_ routd rhu;. ;;"j; ;;#", values andactrons to deal u,ith those probrems, for instance, in line with unfair.social policy It is ob'ious rhar although , i"iif, 

-l;"ter. 
in rerms o[theological debates such as 

.God,s "ii*"n.. 
'*a -,iE' 

uoty eoorc,authenticity might be challenging, rnrfti_fuiit Auilrr*'"* cooper.ationto c.eate sociar justice are much mor.e i.,po,a*, io'.orii.t. As a rebult,religiously different students could have mutual ."rp..i a-"".f, other dueLo rheil common social thought ard a.tionr. 
I vetlv!r ru

Conclusion
Religious education (RE) in Indonesia has longer.been under ideologicaland sociar uhcerraintv In both the .oloniui u;;1h;"old d;. which wer.esoc io-politrcally wlner.abie. RE was Iikely i" U., p.riih.ral movemenibecause the Sare in gener.al did not has , ;rfl.i;; '.onf.i, or.au.uriondevelopment except the onlv secu lar .dr.;";. il; ;;;il5;;r*il;j;charrged as the New Or.dei r.egime plu..a nf u. iai" of tne nationatdevelopment. In this case, howevi., RE l"^ ";'* popular andeconomically promising as secular education RE 

"; 
;;rn" also faced
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the possibility rhar the Srate made use
national developmerrt urhich generally
not to 'sUcio-economic jtrsiice'.

of RE. as a rool rr) Ieritirnize rhe
oriented to 'econolt]ic gro\\.th .

Fut'therrnole. RE in the refor.rl era has encounleretl the tirct thal
rvhether it. ri,oulcl only cLlncentl.ate on dorrestic secttir-s of e:re h t.eligion.
o: lvould's,idely patricipate to r.econstruct a diver.se r-eligioLrs societl,
More clearly, the goveltlment has been gener.ail). cc,nccr.red u ith
stlerrgthenin-B a belief of each stuclent but lacks tbr. pal.irrg lttcntion [u
build a ntulti-religious society based on diverse r.eligious dialogues and
cooperation. On this basis, it may be infered that RI policy in this
countly seems beneficial for intemal enforcement of each leJigion but
afiificial in i-egard to multi-religious society l.econstruction. Tliet.efbr.e,
the diverse r-eligious communities should promote the critical approach
to"vards their cofrmon social problems so that their. existence r.r,ould
possibly be mole meaningful to maintain the fact of re gious ancl socizrl
diver-sity for humanity at large.
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