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Abstract

Writing assessment to monitor students progress in writing skill is often
implemented in English as a Forign Language (EFL) classroom. The assessment
should be adhered with the principles of second language assessment. One of
principles is washback. Washback is an effect of assessment. Washback in
assessment generally refers to the effect of test in teaching and learning in terms
of students preparation. It means that washback can occur before the assessment.
This research aims to find out the activities students do in regard with writing
assessment and the washback of writing assessment. This research used
qualitative research design and interview was used as the data collection method.
The researcher interviewed four students batch 2017 at English Language
Education Deapartment (ELED) of a private university in Yogyakarta. The result
showed that writing assessment presented positive washback. Students perceived
three positive washback of writing assessment that was conducted in ELED. First,
the assessment makes students do some preparation. Second, feedback gives
benefit for students writing ability. Third, the result of assessment makes students

study the material.
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of washback.



Background of the study

The challenge for teachers especially in writing assessment is to make an
assessment for student which can give a positive washback. According to Brown
(2003), washback is one of the principles of second language assessment. Based
on the researcher experience ELED lecturer apply assessment in monitoring
students skills including writing skill. However the washback research has never
been conduct in ELED,so the researcher is interested in doing this research to find

out the washback of writing assessment that is conducted in ELED.

Literature Review

Washback is an important principle of an assessment in language testing.
According on Bedford(2002), washback has generally been described as the effect
of assessment on teaching and learning. Brown (2003) stated that washback also
includes the effect of the tests on teaching and learning in terms of students
preparation for the test. This effect can be positive or negative. According to
Brown (2003), there are two kinds of assessment that present washback: informal
and formal perfomance assessment. Informal assessments are more likely to
present washback than formal assessments because the teacher usually providesan
interactive feedback in informal perfomance assessments. The challenge for
teacher is to achieve washback on the classroom test. One way to enhance

washback is by giving feedback on students test perfomance.

Method



This research was conducted at English Language Education Department
(ELED) of a private university in Yogyakarta. In this study the researcher
involved students of English Language Education Department (ELED) of a
private university in Yogyakartaas the participants. This study used interview as
the data collection method to collect data. Interview was conducted because the
researcher wanted to explore information from participants by doing follow up

questions and clarifying the answer.

Finding

There are two main points explained in this chapter based on the research
questions. The research questions are regarding with the activities students do in
regard with writing assessment and washback of writing assessment applied at the
English Language Education Department of a private university in Yogyakarta.
The finding in the category of the activities students do in regard with writing
assessment answered the first research question while category of washback of
writing assessment answered the second research question. There are three

findings in each point.

Conclusion

In writing, a teacher usually uses assessment to monitor students’ writing
ability. The assessment used should adhere the principles of sacond language
assessment. One of them is washback. Washback is the effect of assessment for
teaching and learning process in a form of positive or negative. ELED lecturers

also used assessment to monitor students’ writing skill. On the other hand



washback research has never been conducted in ELED so the researcher was
interested in finding out the washback of writing assessment which was used in
ELED.To find out the washback of writing assessment, this study used qualitative
approach. This study has two objectives; first, to find out the activities students do
in regard with writing assessment, and second, to find out the washback of writing
assessment used at English Language Education Department (ELED) of a private
university in Yogyakarta. To gather the data, interviews were held to four
participants of ELED batch 2017. Based on the answer of those participants, it is
revealed that there were two main points that consists of three findings for each

main points.

The first main point is with the activities students do in regard with writing
assessment. Based on the findings, the participants of this study explain their
experience when they were facing the assessment. The students said that they did
some preparations, before doing the assesment. The students also received
feedback on the assessment. After the assessment had finished the student
reviewed the result of assessment and studied the materials by looking at the

wrong answer on the answer sheet.

The second main point is the washback of writing assessment. The result
showed that all of washback presented by writing assessment was positive. Based
on the findings, the participant said that the assessment made students did some
preparation which indicated that the assessment made students paid attenttion to
the material thoroughly. The participants said that the feedback given by the

lecturer presented positive washback, by receiving feedback, the students knew



which part of the material they did not know well, so they could fix their mistake
for the next assessment. The last finding is that the assessment gave a positive

washback because the students studied the material from the assessment results.

In short, this study conclude that writing assessment used in ELED
presents positive washback. In this study four ELED students batch 2017 were
interviewed as the participants who were accessible and easy for the researcher.
However, because the participants came from the same class, the result could not
be transferable to the whole students of batch 2017. Therefore, when reading the

finding of this study, please do take the study limitation into account.

References

Ahmed, A. H. ( 2010). Students’ Problems with Cohesion and Coherence in EFL
Essay Writing in Egypt: Different Perspectives. Literacy Information and

Computer Education Journal (LICEJ) , 211-221.

Ako, W. W. (2009). Assessment: Feedback to promote student learning.

Hamilton; New Zealand : Teaching Development Unit .

Barkaoui, K. (2007). Teaching writing to second language learner. Insights from

Theory and Research , 35-48.

Bedford, J. (2002). Washback — the Effect of Assessment on ESOL Teaching and

Learning .Auckland, AU, NewZealand.



Brown, H. D. (2003). Language Asessment: Principles and Classroom Practice.

San fransisco, California.

Brown, H. D. (2007). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to

language pedagogy.White plains, New York: Pearson education.

Chakraverty, A., & Gautum, K. K. (2000). Dynamics of Writing. In Forum (Vol.

38, No. 3, p. n3). http://exchanges. state. gov/forum/.

Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2011). Research method in eduation. 143-

164.

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: planning, conducting, and

evaluating quantitative and qualitative research . 2-28.

Crossley, S. A., Kyle, K., Allen, L. K., Guo, L., & McNamara, a. D. (2014).
Linguistic microfeatures to predict L2 writing proficiency: A case study in
Automated Writing Evaluation. The Journal of Writing Assessment, 7 (1),

1-16.

Djuri¢, M. (2008). Dealing with Situations of Positive and Negative Washback.

Scripta Manent. 4 (1), 14-27.

Fletcher, R. B., Meyer, L. H., Anderson, H., Johnston, P., & Rees, M. (2012).
Faculty and Students Conceptions of Assessment in Higher Educatio.

Higher Education, 64 (1), 119-133.



lyer, M. S. (2015). Impact of Washback in English as Second Language
Classrooms — An Investigation . ELT Voices- International Journal for

Teachers of English , 88-91.

Lee, I. (2007). Feedback in Hong Kong secondary writing classrooms:
Assessment for learning or assessment of learning? . Assessing Writing ,

12 (3), 180-198.

Mcalpine, M. (2002). Princples of assessment.University of Glasgow: Robert

Clark centre for technological education.

Pease, K. (2008). Using relearning groups to help all students understand learning

objective before test. Action research project , 48 (7) 1-42.

Regier, N. (2012). 60 Formative Assessment Strategies . Regier Educational

Resources .Retrieved June 4, 2014.

Roohani, A., & Taheri, F. (2015). The Effect of Portfolio Assessment on EFL
Learners’ Expository Writing Ability. Tabaran Institute of Higher

Education Iranian Journal of Language Testing , 5 (1), 46-59.

Shokrpour, N., & Fallahzadeh, M. (2007). A Survey of the Students and Interns’
EFL Writing Problems in Shiraz University of Medical Sciences. Asian

EFL Journal, 9(1), 147-163.

Turk, C., & Kirkman, J. (2005). Effective writing: Improving scientific, technical

and business communication.London: Routledge.






