
i 
 

 

POLITICAL ENFORCEMENT OF ANTITRUST 

REGULATION IN THE EUROPE: GOOGLE 

ANTITRUST SEARCH CASE (2010-2017) 
 

 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: 

KEMALA ANDAM DINI 

(20140510344) 

 

Advisor:  

Bambang Wahyu N., S.IP. MA 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA 

2018 

 



iv 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 

 
 

Praise and Gratitude I endlessly prayed to the God 

Almighty. It is thanks to His blessing, and all the ease given to 

me by his permission, that I can finally finish this thesis well. 

This thesis focuses on the issue of MNC dominance in Europe. 

To clarify the issue,  I used a case study which relating the anti-

competitive business practice of Google, Inc., a large and well-

known MNC, with Antitrust regulation, which aims to protect 

competition from dominant business actors in the European 

Union. This thesis will mainly discuss why and how European 

Union decided to enforced Antitrust regulation against Google, 

Inc. 

In making this thesis, I received a lot of help and 

support from many people. To answer their expectations, I will 

try to provide them with the best explanation I can make 

regarding my thesis.  

I realized that this thesis is still far from perfect, 

whether in the term of preparation, material, or context. 

Therefore, suggestions and constructive critics of this thesis are 

very much welcomed. I will try my best to fix my mistakes, and 

do better for the next one. 

Lastly, I sincerely hope that this thesis can serve some 

benefits to the readers. 

 

 

Yogyakarta, April 30th, 2018 

 

 

 

Kemala Andam Dini 

 



v 
 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE 
 

 

 

In the process of research, I gained a lot of help and support 

from various people. No words can express the gratitude I feel 

toward these people, but allow me to at least say thank you to 

the people I indebted to : 

 

1. All praise and gratitude to the God Almighty, for allowing 

me to finish this thesis well. Thank you for the patience, 

wisdom, and endurance that bestowed upon me during the 

hard times of doing research. 

2. To the members of my family, thank you for supporting and 

believing me from the beginning until the end. My father, 

Amri Arief, S.E, my hero and my compass of life. My 

Mother, Ir. Ria Yanuar Diah Sasanty, for showing me the 

light with your endless compassion and understanding. My 

older sister, Anggriwening Rengganis, the strong-willed 

girl whom I always admired. My little sister and brothers, 

Adisti Ayu Madani, Muhammad Gombang Amsani, 

Muhammad Boraang Amsani, you guys are the reason for 

me to fight. Also, for my warm-hearted relatives in 

Yogyakarta, Pakde Didik, Bude Tiwuk, Bude Tuty, thank 

you for all the encouragement and advice you gave me. I 

truly love my family. Thank you for always there for me 

when I need it the most. 

3. My friends, who stay with me through thick and thin. Thank 

you so much for all the help and support. I am a person with 

a lot of faults, and it is thanks to you guys I can reach the 

goal. My best and precious friends, Marisha (Icha), Vega, 

Nella, Dhany, Dewi (Tetsuya), Kak Sinta, Kak Hazu, Gita, 

Lita (Winy), Citra, Haryo, Nabiila, and all the family of IR 

Department batch 2014, including my fellow IPIREL peers. 

I feel like I can work harder to improve myself to be a better 

person when watching and experiencing many things with 



vi 
 

you guys, and I feel thankful for the motivation. Thank you 

for inspiring me and staying by my side.        

4. Of course, thank you for all of the best and resourceful 

lecturers of IR Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta, especially to my thesis supervisor, Mr. 

Bambang Wahyu Nugroho, S.IP., MA whom I will forever 

indebted to. All the knowledge and experience I gained 

from them is priceless. Thank you for providing me with 

the guidance, advice, critics, and everything I need to know. 

I am inexperienced, so I have a lot of things I do not 

understand and always seek your help. But despite tons of 

questions and troubles I threw at you, thank you so much 

for being patient with me, and enlightening me with a lot of 

things I never know before. 

5. The last but not the least, I want to say thank you for myself. 

It is a long 4 years of college life, and the period of thesis-

making was the hardest for me. I face many hardships and 

temptations just like anybody else does, but I feel proud for 

standing strong despite all of it. I made many mistakes, but 

I will try hard to improve myself. Thank you for enduring 

everything and trying to overcome your fear, anxiety, and 

weakness.  

 

There are still many people I want to mention here, sadly I 

can not mention them all, but I want them to know that I will 

never forget the emotional, intellectual, or physical support that 

I received from them. I will always pray for you, wishing you 

luck and all the best things to happen to you. 

 



vii 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

 

TITLE PAGE ............................................................................ i 

ENDORSEMENT PAGE ......................................................... ii 

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ........................................iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...................................................... iv 

EXTENDED GRATITUDE ..................................................... v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................... vii 

TABLE OF FIGURES ............................................................ ix 

TABLE OF TABLES ............................................................... x 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................ xi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ..............................................  

A. Background ..................................................................  

B. Research Questions ......................................................  

C. Theoretical Framework ................................................  

1. The International Regime Theory ............................  

2. Institutionalization Theory .......................................  

D. Hypothesis ....................................................................  

E. Research Method ..........................................................  

F. Objective of Research ..................................................  

G. Scope of Research ........................................................  

H. Outline ..........................................................................  

CHAPTER II TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND 

INVESTMENT REGIME ......................................................  

A. The Beginning of Trade Liberalization ......................  

B. GATT/WTO as the Global Trade Regime .................  

C. The Growing Importance of Investment ....................  

1. MNC as the Leading Actor of Economic 

Globalization ..................................................................  

2. Introduction to Google, Inc. ...................................  

3. Worldwide Influence of Google/Alphabet, Inc. .....  



viii 
 

D. The Needs for International Investment Regime .......  

CHAPTER III EUROPEAN UNION ANTITRUST 

REGULATION ......................................................................  

A. EU Enlargement and the Establishment of European 

Union ..................................................................................  

B. The Historical Background of EU’s Competition 

Policy

 ..................................................................................... 

C. European Union Antitrust Instruments.......................  

1. Article 101 and 102 TFEU .....................................  

2. Regulation (EC) No.1/2003 ....................................  

CHAPTER IV GOOGLE ANTITRUST CASE : POLITICAL 

ENFORCEMENT AND ANALYSIS ....................................  

A. Google Antitrust Case in Chronological Order ..........  

1. Part One: The Beginning of the Case .....................  

2. Part Two: The European Commission Officially 

Opened Investigation......................................................  

3. Part Three: Google’s Proposal Remedies ...............  

4. Part Four: Commissioner Margrethe Vestager took 

the Case ..........................................................................  

B. Google Antitrust Case : Political Enforcement and 

Analysis ..............................................................................  

1. Google as Political Actor .......................................  

2. The Reasons for Long Settlement ..........................  

3. The Significance of Antitrust Regulation within this 

Case ................................................................................. 

4. The Real Impact of Google’s Fines Penalty ...........  

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ...............................................  

REFERENCES .......................................................................  

ATTACHMENT ....................................................................  

 

 



ix 
 

TABLE OF FIGURES 

 

Figure  Worldwide desktop market share of leading search 

engines from January 2010 to October 2017..........................  

Figure  Market capitalization of the biggest internet 

companies worldwide as of May 2017 ...................................  

Figure  The big lobbying spenders in U.S by market 

capitalization. .........................................................................  

Figure  U.S Tech Giants Lobbying in Europe. .................  

 



 

x 
 

TABLE OF TABLES 

 

 

Table  28 European Union Member Countries (2015) .....  

Table  The Evolvement of Anttitrust Regulation .............  

 


	1. TITLE PAGE
	4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	5. EXTENDED GRATITUDE
	6. TABLE OF CONTENTS
	7. TABLE OF FIGURES
	8. TABLE OF TABLES

