THE UNITED STATES REJECTION OF IRAQI
KURDISTAN INDEPENDENCE REFERENDUM 2017

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

Written by:
MAGFIRAH FITRI HAREN MONGILONG

20140510016

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE
UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH YOGYAKARTA
2018



STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY

This is to certify that to the best of my knowledge, the content
of this thesis and research is my own work. This thesis has not
been submitted for any degree or other purposes.

I certify that the intellectual content of thig thesis is the

product of my own work and that all the assistance received in
preparing this thesis and sources have been acknowledged.

Vogvakarta, 15 September 2018

A0AFF182120209

0

Magtiran Fitri Haren Mongilong
20140510016

iii




“Different roads sometimes lead to the same castle.”
- George R.R. Mattin, 4 Game of Thrones

iv



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I would like to say my praisc and gratitude to Allah
SWT for all the favors, blessings, gifts, and chances that have
been given to me. Also for myself, who had countless of
sleepless night to finish this undergraduate thesis. This
acknowledgement also dedicated to all those who contributed
in the process of study and writing of this thesis, in particular
to:

I, My beloved parents, who always supporting my
dream and invested everything for my education to
this point. Thank you for all of your hard work. 1
won't stop making you proud of me. Also to my two
baby brothers, never give up on your studies. I love
you.

2. Mama Ode and Papa Lisa, who contribute a lot in my
personal growth,

3. The ambassadors of Kotamobagu in Bantul, Mbak
Ning and Nhifa, for the precious 4 years we have
spent. Thank you for taking care of me. I am going to
miss all the memories we had together.

4. My secondary support for 4 years, Geng Penghibah;
Mitha, Aw, Safina, Nadya, Melati, Najma, Masmay,
Nana, and also my beloved brothers “Brobro sini™;
Zaki, Jundi, Abi, Gin gin, Dimas, Harits, Zamzam,
Vega, Rangga, for all the cheesy jokes,
nonsense/serious  discussions,  drama,  gossips,
adventures and beautiful memories we had and for
always there whenever I need you.

5, Warung Prancis and American Corner family: Kak
Vivi, Kak Evi, Avina, Whiby, Aa’ Gusnur, Rara,
Azhfar, Lia, Wichda, Kak Andini, Kak Taqwa, Kak
Nana, Emir, Dimas, Hanna, Chacha as well as Sir
Puthut and Monsieur Fahri, the time we have spent
together is just unforgettable.

6. Nindy, for always be there in my ups and downs. I am
really grateful I have known you during my survival in

v



Yogyakarta. You are the most amazing friend T have
evet had.

7. MAN Model and SMAN 1 team; Meylan, Sakina,
Nisa, Icha, Oo’, Bianda, Nayah. Gomawo for
everything.

8. My favorite class of all time in my school life, IC — A,
where 1 develop my personality and knowledge in
formal and memes.

9. My foreign best friends: Leen (Syria), Mario
(Mexico), Lama (Belgium), Tobias and Lara
(Germany), Elaina (United States), Asir (Egypt).
Fellachi and Nono (Algeria), Jagoda (Poland). Big
kudos for allowing me to show the best and bad self of
me! ] hope I can meet and have fun with y’all asap.

10. Zaki and Kak Imam, for enlighten my future. You
guys are so inspiring.

11. Big family of Indonesian Embassy in Algiers, Algeria,
thank you for all the experiences and beautiful
memories we created in the end of the year of 2017. It
is impossible for me to forget your utmost hospitality
and acceptance for me to be treated and included in
the big family. Looking forward to play with Barokah
Band again.

12. KKN 012 and Kalitengkek village natives, thank you
for all the wonderful experience we shared together.

13. All of TPIREL and IR fellows Batch 2014.

14. Siti Muslikhati, S.IP., M.Si. as the advisor of my
undergraduate thesis, thank you for your guidance to
help me finish this undergraduate thesis.

15. Dra. Mutia Hariati Hussin, M.Si. as the first examiner
in my undergraduate thesis defense.

16. Adde Marup Wirasenjaya, S.IP., M.A. as the second
examiner in my undergraduate thesis defense.

Because of the help and suggestion from these people,

this undergraduate thesis can be resolved properly. The writer
hope that this undergraduate thesis can be very useful in the

vi




vii

future. Critics and suggestion are expected to develop more
this undergraduate thesis.

Yogyakarta, 15 September 2018

Magfirah Fitri Haren Mongilong

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE .. vanne ..|
ENDORSEME N1 I’AG S ORIty d it | |
STATEMENT OF ()RIGINALI’[ Y ST | | |
P LV 0} | Omm——E Lt iv
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.. TSRS |
TABLE OF CONTENTS... vm
ABSTRACT.. e PRI Ie 1
CHAPTER lNTRODUC'] ION ........................................... 1
A. Background.. "

i |
B. Research Quutmns
C. Theoretical B EAIIEWOTK oscssiseasssiinssssssvisssssisioiasnessorsmmomn

I. Theory oF SEOUHZAUON ... evessrssrssssessssssssisssasssizasssssnsss @

2. Concept of National INterest.......ovvemminmimimmnen 7
D. HYPOhESIS «.ovmrniiresimisnrinisssenssns s i tissnsssess 10
E. Research PUTPOSE .......ovveerveeremmemsisenmssessssesissnssenssssons |1
F. Scope of ReSearch.. ... 11
G. Research Methodology ...covvvvvviiiiriiiriiinisnsiasinin 11
H. Structure of Writing ... 12
CHAPTER 1I THE UNITED STATES FOREIGN
POLICY cecoeoireernnmnrsncssmssssimsinissnsssssnssserssssassimsasasisasasassassasss 13
A. Overview of the United States Foreign Policy............. 13
B. Factors of Intervention by the United States in the
Middle East .. s I
C. Interest of the Umted Stdtes in the Mlddle East ........... 17
D. The United States Foreign Policy toward Iraq............. 18
CHAPTER III THE KURDISH STRUGGLE FOR
INDEPENDENCE .....cooooomiiomieirieninssmmamsmesmessemassssssssmsassssss 21
A. Iragi-Kurdish Conflict... S————- ] |
B. Routeto Independence i 25

1. The Iragi Kurdistan’s Fll’bt Referendum in 2005 .25
2. The Iragi Kurdistan’s Second Referendum in 2017..26
C. The United States Intervention in the Conflict ............ 29

viil




CHAPTER IV THE INTEREST OF THE UNITED
STATES TOWARDS IRAQI KURDISTAN
INDEPENDENCE REFERENDUM........ sWasussasssusssnasssassssny 31
A. Military Security to Protect from External Threats......31
B. Stabilizing Economy to Achieve Economic Welfare...42
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION...... 49

Bibliography ..coeieesisissnsasisnsusssonsersorsssassosonarsesanes 51




LIST OF FIGURE

Figure 1.0 Map of Iraq and Traqi Kurdistan ..., 2
Figure 1.1 Arca Inhabited by Kurds in Iraq ....ccocvniininncenn. 22
Figure 1.2 Iraq’s Oil LOCAHO s, ... oo el 44



