ABSTRACT

Tunisia’s political system, was strongly authoritarian,
even by regional standards. In the more than half century that
elapsed between independence and the January 14th
Revolution, only two presidents ruled Tunisia and the country
had no real experience with competitive multiparty politics.
Ben °Ali, who took power from Habib Bourguiba in a
bloodless coup in 1987, undertook constitutional reforms that
removed term limits and extended the maximum age for office
holders. The Arab Spring erupted in Tunisia on December 17,
2010, when a policewoman confiscated the vegetable cart of a
26-year-old street vendor, Mohamed Bouazizi, in Sidi Buzid,
300 km south of Tunis. Bouazizi appealed to the provincial
headquarters in Sidi Buzid, where his case was rejected. A few
hours later Bouazizi doused himself with flammable liquid and
set himself on fire.
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