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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Background 

 

Since separation from post-World War II, tensions 

have always surrounded South Korea and North Korea's 

relations. At that time, South Korea was under the influence of 

the U.S. (United States), while North Korea was under 

Russian control and China's influence. Tensions between the 

two countries continued into open war on June 25
th
, 1950. 

With permission from Russia, North Korean military forces 

crossed the border and invaded South Korea. Then the Korean 

War took place and claimed tens of thousands of lives, both 

military and civilian for three years. The war ended on July 

27
th
, 1953 through a ceasefire and the establishment of a 

demilitarized zone on the border of the two countries. 

However, technically the two countries have never reconciled 

and claimed to be the rulers of the Korean Peninsula.  

Throughout the Cold War era, the two countries 

remained hostile in line with US and Russian policy 

directions. After North Korean founder Kim Il-sung died in 

1994, relations the two countries had improved. Under Kim 

Jong-il's regime, North Korea began to soften. It was seen on 

the high-level meeting between North Korea and South Korea 

in June 2000. At that time, the President of South Korea Kim 

Dae Jung visited North Korea. However, North Korea and 

South Korea relations have worsened after Kim Jong-un took 

over the "throne" following the death of Kim Jong-il in 

December 2011.  

North Korea accelerated the nuclear program and 

repeatedly tested nuclear weapons. At the same time, South 

Korea responded by tightening the border guarding and 

arming on the DMZ (demilitarization zone). Basically, the real 

peace efforts were carried out in 2000 through a meeting 

between Kim Dae Jung the President of South Korea and Kim 



2 

 

 

Jong-il the Leader of North Korea. In 2000, North 

Korea was hit by famine which killed around two million 

North Korea citizens. (Ramzy, 2018) The meeting between 

Kim Jong Il and Kim Dae Jung brought hope to North Korea 

wherein Kim Dae Jung sends fertilizers and thousands of tons 

of food to North Korea. For this step to achieve peace and step 

toward reconciliation, Kim Dae Jung was awarded the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 2000.  

The second meeting was held in the President Roh 

Moo Hyun era in 2007 who agreed to encourage economic 

development of the two Korea countries. However, the 

agreement also did not continue and give North Korea more 

room to develop its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. 

Another attempt of conflict resolution is through mediation or 

negotiation with third parties namely Six-Party Talks. These 

negotiations were held six countries as follows: South Korea, 

North Korea, the United States, China, Japan, and Russia (the 

Soviet Union). This negotiation aims to discuss and find 

common ground in the nuclear programs issue in North Korea. 

These six-party talks lasted from 2003 to 2007 and went 

through six rounds. Unfortunately, the conflict resolution 

through mediation also did not give significant results to the 

peace of the Korean Peninsula. 

The peaceful efforts on the Korean Peninsula seemed 

to find a bright spot on the 2018 Winter Olympic. The Winter 

Olympics that was held in Pyeongchang, South Korea on 

February 9
th
 and 25

th
, 2018 brought enlightenment in the 

diplomatic relations between North Korea and South Korea. 

The Winter Olympics gave a pause in tensions between the 

two Korea countries that had been separated for years. In fact, 

as the impact from this Olympic Diplomacy, President Donald 

Trump also agreed to meet with North Korean leader Kim 

Jong Un. (Fifield, Nakamura, & Min, 2018). The existence of 

this Olympics is a dynamic of classical diplomacy known as 

Sports Diplomacy. The dynamics of this diplomacy created 

more than just a competition, but it is symbolically associated 

with politics. It began in 776 BC, when Ancient Greece used 

sports to stop the war between the Greek city-states at that 
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time, then together competed as a tribute to God and the 

people in a sports competition called it as Olympics. (Murray 

& Pigman, 2014)  

The examples of Olympic events that witnessed 

reconciliation between countries were when the Cold War 

West and East Germany during the Cold War era united as a 

team at the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne, the 1960 Olympics 

in Rome and the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo. South Korea and 

North Korea then followed the German initiative by mutually 

operating at the opening of 2000 Olympics in Sydney, the 

2004 Olympics in Athens and in 2006 in Torino. The most 

recent example is the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang 

which initiated a major reversal in relations between the two 

Koreas. In the 20
th
 century with the launch of Ping-Pong 

Diplomacy by the United States and the People's Republic of 

China, it helped reduce tensions between the two countries. 

This diplomacy also successful made Richard Nixon as the 

first US President to visit China. (Griffin, 2014) The other 

sports diplomacy followed by the "hockey diplomacy" in 1972 

that created harmony between Canada and the Soviet Union in 

the Cold War era, and “cricket diplomacy in 2011 which 

became a catalyst for improving Pakistan-India geopolitical 

relations. 

The latest practice of sports diplomacy that has proven 

successful is Cricket Diplomacy by India and Pakistan in 

2012. India and Pakistan are two countries that have 

succeeded in achieving peace through Cricket Diplomacy. 

Cricket is highly favored sport in both countries, and both 

countries' teams have faced each other in various international 

matches. The first tension grew after a tour by India to 

Pakistan in 1989 for a test series and the reason behind the 

tension was Kashmir Insurgency in the 1990s. However, the 

one common thing from Indian and Pakistani can be seen on 

their passion and love for cricket. Although the people in both 

countries strongly opposed each other, fans from both India 

and Pakistan went to the stadium and sat together to enjoy the 

match. The cricket match in 2012 was the first since India 

decided to break the sport’s ties with Pakistan after the March 
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2007 attack on Sri Lankan cricket that carried out by Pakistani 

armed men. Cricket Diplomacy reappeared when Prime 

Minister of India, Manmohan Singh and his Pakistani 

counterpart, Yousuf Raza Gilani met for the semi-final clash at 

the 2011 World Cup where Yousuf Raza Gilani invited 

Manmohan Singh to visit Pakistan. The peace talks then began 

and impacted on Pakistan visit to India in December 2012 for 

T20 and three ODI. (Jha, 2017) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

also has been involved in Cricket Diplomacy when Modi 

called Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif before the Indian and 

Pakistani clash at the 2015 World Cup. Thus, Cricket 

diplomacy has proven as a powerful tool that brought Indian 

and Pakistani toward reconciliation and closer to each other 

through sport. 

The sports diplomacy between the two Korea 

countries began with the participation of North Korea at the 

2018 Winter Olympics which was held in Pyeongchang, South 

Korea. Another sports event that becomes a diplomacy tool 

between the two Koreas took place on May, 4
th
 2018. In the 

world table tennis championship, for the first time since 1991, 

North and South Korea formed a joint team. South Korea and 

North Korea actually had to face each other in the 

quarterfinals but then they were allowed to form a joint team 

which then advances to the semifinals. But the Unified Korea 

table tennis team lost to Japan.  

Moreover, on July, 4
th-

5
th
 2018, South Korea also sent 

a delegation of basketball athletes, consisting of 50 basketball 

players to compete on friendly matches in Pyongyang in order 

to improve relations between the two countries. Basketball has 

long been a favorite sport of Kim Jong Un. Even the North 

Korean leader, Kim Jong Un is a fanatic fan of Michael 

Jordan's Chicago Bulls teams from the 1990s. Even the North 

Korean leader is befriending with the former famous 

basketball player Dennis Rodman.  

Dennis Rodman has visited Pyongyang four times. 

And on his last visit, he held a friendly match specifically 

dedicated to Kim Jong-un as a birthday present. The match 

was held at the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium and witnessed by 
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14,000 spectators. The North Korean national basketball team 

defeated Rodman’s team which consisted of NBA star players 

with a score of 39-47. (Felt, 2017) Friendship basketball was 

also held in Pyongyang in 2003 in a match sponsored by 

Hyundai business group. The South Korean Hyundai 

Company built a basketball stadium in Pyongyang during the 

Sunshine Policy period when the engagement between North 

and South and a joint match was played there in 2003.  

Furthermore, North Korea also took part in the table 

tennis championship in South Korea. North Korea sent a team 

of ping pong or table tennis to the Korean Open table tennis 

championship which was held in southern Seoul on July, 17
th
-

22
nd

 2018. (Perdana, 2018) Moreover, the two Korea countries 

performed together at the 2018 Asian Games which was held 

in Jakarta and Palembang, Indonesia. In Asian Games, South 

Korea and North Korea formed a joint contingent which 

consists of 58 joint athletes and participated in women's 

basketball, canoeing and rowing. (Aditya, 2018) The opening 

of the 2018 Asian Games at the Gelora Bung Karno became a 

historic moment for the Korean Peninsula because the South 

Korea and North Korea contingents paraded in one group 

while carrying a United Korea flag. The whole Gelora Bung 

Karno Main Stadium suddenly full of applause when the 

Korean contingent entered the stadium. Apparently, South 

Korea women's basketball athlete Lim Yung-hui and North 

Korean soccer athlete Ju Kyong-Chol together hold the United 

Korea flag.  

Meanwhile, in the honorary stand, the Prime Minister 

of South Korea, Lee Nak-Yon and Deputy of North Korea 

Prime Minister Ri Ryong Nam joined in and waved their 

hands. Moreover, South Korea and North Korea are reunited at 

the 2018 Asian Para Games in October 2018. The last sports 

exchange between the two countries is through Ari Sports Cup 

which was held on August 13
th
 – 18

th
 in Chuncheon and Inje, 

South Korea. 

It shows that sport has become a means of diplomacy 

to re-warm the relations between the two Korean countries. 

Sports diplomacy has played a major role in helping to unfold 
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the relations between the two countries which are still 

technically at war. Furthermore, there is little doubt that the 

world of international sports continues to be a serious and very 

useful diplomatic tool. On this occasion, this could be a 

significant stepping stone for increasing South Korea-North 

Korea relations. (Merkel, 2018) But, it depends on how 

serious Kim Jong Un is because there are some concerns that 

this is just a short-term public relations actions. It also depends 

on whether this kind of sports diplomacy is fully embedded in 

the broader foreign policy of North Korea and South Korea 

which aims to attain the same goal. Thus, sports itself may 

seem powerless, but when capably integrated, it can make 

prominent contributions and promote a broader foreign policy 

tool. 

 

B. Research Question 

 

Based on the background as described above, the research 

question of this thesis as follows: 

“How is the impact of Sports Diplomacy toward North 

Korea and South Korea relations and the prospect of 

reunification between the two countries? 

 

C. Theoretical Framework 

 

In order to analyze the process of conflict resolution 

between North Korea and South Korea, theories and concepts 

are required. In the further discussion, this thesis will describe 

the soft power theory and the concept of conflict resolution. 

 

1. Soft Power 

  

The use of hard power, especially military strength, is 

becoming unpopular because it contradicts the spirit of 

upholding human rights. Hard power displaced by the use of 

soft power as an instrument of foreign policy. In Soft Power: 

The Means to Success in World Politics, (Joseph Samuel Nye, 

2009) defines soft power as the ability to get what is desired 
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through attraction rather than through coercion or financial 

strength. Soft power is a way to make other countries have a 

desire in accordance with the wishes of the country through 

their culture and ideology. The goal of soft power is to 

promote a positive image and the formation of public opinion. 

Soft power proved easier, cheaper, and effective in achieving 

its national interests.  

Soft power is not only the ability to guide and 

persuade the others but it also contains the attraction power. 

An attraction power will make the others choose a default 

attitude when doing something. Thus, soft power can also 

mean the power that can attract other people. The soft power 

adopts several different approaches or methods to help and 

realize cooperation by using the same sense of value to create 

interest. (Lin & Hongtao, 2017) 

 

Table 1. 1 Types of action and resource utilization of hard 

power and soft power 

 

Based on the category, soft power is divided into five 

types based on the policy objectives achieved. First, soft 

power is used to improve the external security environment by 

projecting a picture of peace and attractiveness from a country. 

In this category, soft power visualizes that with a country 

 Hard Power Soft Power 

Behavior type 

coordinates 

Command Setting the Agenda 

 Stress Attract 

 Induced Force Absorb Political 

Values 

Most likely to use 

of resources 

Transaction Institutional 

System 

 Sanction Cultures 

 Bribery Foreign Policies 
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following the soft power then the desired peace will be 

realized and implemented. Second, soft power is used to 

mobilize other state support for foreign policy and security of 

one party. In this case, soft power acts as a bridge between 

foreign policy owned by each country. Third, soft power is 

used to manipulate the thinking and preferences of other 

countries. It is a mechanism of soft power, how soft power can 

run and successfully achieve its goals. Fourth, soft power is 

used to maintain the unity of the community or community of 

a country. The last is soft power used to increase the rating 

that can be accepted by the leader, or domestic support for the 

government. (Lee G. , 2009).  

Soft power is divided into three aspects. These aspects 

are divided based on the sources of power which are the 

culture, political values, and foreign policy. (Joseph Samuel 

Nye, 2009) These three things are assets that give interest to 

other parties so that they can be affected without any coercion 

from those who provide the soft power. Nye also believes that 

soft power in its application has a level of difficulty that is 

more difficult for the government to use than hard power. 

(Lord, 2008) This is because the source of soft power is 

beyond the control of the government and soft power tends to 

work indirectly by forming an environment for policies that 

require a relatively long time, due to the process of planting 

values that may be considered new for the country the purpose 

of the soft power. It can be seen that soft power according to 

Nye can succeed if it can fulfill all these aspects: culture, 

political values, and foreign policy. Culture, in this case, acts 

as the values that will be given to a country, political value as 

the content of political values in the soft power, and foreign 

policy is an application or manifestation of the soft power that 

a country wants to give. These three things support each other. 

Soft power strategy does not give rewards or 

punishments but through the agenda setting. When the other 

countries are impressed or interested in the ideas or behavior 

of a particular country, then it can affect other countries in 

formulating goals that will ultimately affect their actions. If a 

country is able to demonstrate the legitimacy of its power in 
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the global arena and other countries eyes, then it can avoid 

resistance from the other countries. If the culture and ideology 

adopted by certain country are interesting, then other parties 

will follow them. If a country is able to promote consistent 

international norms, then it does not need to change. (Nye, 

1990) In fact, other countries will support and follow these 

norms. Thus, the country does not need to spend a lot of 

money as hard power to make other parties or countries to 

follow it. Sports diplomacy in the sub-category of public 

diplomacy is also part of an irreplaceable soft power tool for 

foreign policy. Sports events such as the Olympics have been 

used repeatedly as a means to convey political messages in the 

hope of suppressing other actors in the international order. 

 

2. The Concept of Conflict Resolution 

In international relations or global arena, an 

interaction will always happen within states, the example of 

interaction between states is cooperation. But the result of the 

interaction in international relations is not always positive. 

There is a possibility it is going in a negative direction and 

becoming a conflict. Conflict can occur because of differences 

in interests. In his book entitled International Politic, K.J. 

Holsti argued that conflict occurs against a combination of 

specific parties who opposing views on an issue, hostility, and 

certain types of diplomatic and military systems. (Holsti, 

1988) The source of the conflict lies in the relationship 

between the systems of national countries based on the 

concept of "egocentrism", namely the aspiration to maintain 

and enhance the strength and position of the state in relation to 

other countries. 

In order to overcome or facing the conflict, it requires 

a way to end or find common ground in the problem so that it 

can build a new relationship that can last a long time between 

rival parties. Conflict resolution is an analysis and problem-

solving process that considers the needs of individuals and 

groups. In conflict resolution, conflict cannot be resolved by 

armed forces and by negotiations between the parties to the 
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conflict. Conflict resolution does not end in negotiation but it 

is a process to create a new structure that is conducive to meet 

the basic human needs. (Burton, 1996) Efforts to create 

effective institutions to resolve conflicts are carried out in two 

ways; 

 

1) Develop conflict resolution procedures (conflict prevention, 

conflict management, and conflict resolution) in which there 

are efforts to develop the facilitation process, a design of third-

party engagement strategy, initiate the process of structural 

change needed to eliminate the fundamental causes of conflict. 

2) Initiate structural changes by identifying the potential for 

structural violence that is contained in the system and then 

solutions that might be implemented to eliminate them can be 

designed. The process of designing such solutions will force 

the state to collectively explore nonviolent ways to resolve 

disputes and place war instruments as a last resort. 

 

Basically, the role of sports diplomacy as a soft power tool 

in this research is as a tool for conflicts settlement between 

South Korea and North Korea. The relation between the theory 

of soft power by Nye and the concept of conflict resolution by 

Burton in this study is very close. Because in order to conduct 

sports diplomacy as a soft power tool in an effort to resolve 

conflicts, the concept that is closest and closely related is the 

concept of conflict resolution. In substance, conflict resolution 

is about how to find the common ground of problem, or how 

to face and resolve the conflict. The concept of conflict 

resolution is a comprehensive concept that implies that the 

deepest roots that are the source of conflict are handled and 

changed. This means that hostility is slowly disappearing and 

the structure of conflict is changing towards better change and 

reconciliation. In this case, sports diplomacy is well welcomed 

and accepted by the two countries on the Korean Peninsula as 

a conflict resolution tool and soft power tool to promote peace 

and reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula. The primary 

objective of conflict resolution is how to change the conflict 

dynamics from the competitive to the more cooperative. 
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(Sukanta, 2007) From the concept of conflict resolution, it can 

be applied to analyze conflicts North Korea and South Korea 

and what kinds of conflict resolutions made by the two 

countries to achieve peace. 

 

D. Research Argument 

Based on the background and theoretical framework as 

described above, the writer came up with the research 

argument follows: 

 By using the soft power theory, this research argues that 

sports diplomacy is a tool that is accepted by North Korea 

and South Korea as a diplomatic tool which if used 

properly it can reduce tensions, promote stability, 

tolerance, and reconciliation between the two countries. 

Sports Diplomacy can be used as goodwill symbolic from 

both countries, a place to lay down the weapons, and a 

catalyst for dialogue for both countries.  

 By using the concept of conflict resolution, this research 

argues that sports diplomacy can become a conflict 

resolution tool for North Korea and South Korea. Because 

through the sports event, the two countries as participant 

countries can build mutual trust and build peace through 

the spirit of reconciliation and integration. 

 

E. Method of Research 

 

In this thesis, the research method that the writer uses 

is qualitative research. The qualitative research is used to 

explain the problem and to verify the hypothesis based on 

empirical reality. The sources of information and references 

are collected in the form of books. In addition, various data 

from the internet that related to the topic will also be used such 

as journals, e-news, articles, e-book, and other literary sources. 

Therefore, the research is not implemented in the field but the 

research is based on the data that has been available in library 
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research and media. The level of analysis in this research is 

states (South Korea and North Korea). 

 

F. Scope of Research 

 

In this research, the writer focuses more on the topic 

research which means there is a time limitation on the research 

that was conducted. For the scope of research, it was started in 

1950 when the tensions between North Korea and South Korea 

continued toward an open war. The writer will explain and 

define how the conflict history between North Korea and 

South Korea happened. The writer also will explain what kind 

of efforts that both states did to create reunification or at least 

resolution of conflict. However, since the thesis is mainly 

focused on the Sports Diplomacy through the 2018 Winter 

Olympics, then the topic will be limit mainly discussing the 

conflict resolution between two countries through Sports 

Diplomacy and the process of reconciliation after the meeting 

at the 2018 Winter Olympics. The writer collects information 

about the existing issues around 2018. 

 

G. Outline 

 

This thesis consists of 5 (five) chapters following: 

 

- Chapter I, examines the introduction of this research and 

provide an explanation about the problem of the 

background from the case of the conflict resolution from 

both South Korea and North Korea. It is followed by the 

research question, theoretical framework, hypothesis, 

method of research, the scope of research and writing 

system (outline). 

- Chapter II, explains the conflict history between South 

Korea and North Korea and efforts toward conflict 

resolution. 

- Chapter III, defines and gives an explanation about Sports 

Diplomacy and the examples of Sports Diplomacy. 
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- Chapter IV, will describe and how the Sports Diplomacy 

become a new fresh start between North Korea and South 

Korea and analyze the Korean Peninsula reunification 

prospect after the sports diplomacy and reconciliation 

between the two countries. 

- Chapter V, provides a conclusion that has been presented 

in the previous chapters. 

 

 

 

  


