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Abstract
This research discusses the factors that can influence the students to do or not to do English
subject Homework. Doing homework is very closely related to the learning process of Senior
High School students by which students can gain knowledge and solve the problems. Firstly,
this study investigated deeply about the influencing factors for doing or not doing the English
subject homework. Secondly, this study aimed to find out the difficulties faced by students in
doing the English homework. Lastly, this study aimed to find out the strategies used to solve
those difficulties in doing the homework. A descriptive qualitative design was used as the
methodology. Three students in the third grades of Senior High School in Tegal were
interviewed in the data collection. The findings of this study discovered that the reasons for
doing English subject homework were categorized into students’ character, school grades,
and class discussion on homework. Then, the reasons for not doing English subject
homework were categorized into family disturbance and mood. Moreover, the difficulties
faced by students were divided into lack of understanding English subject homework
contents, lack of grammatical mastery, and lack of vocabularies. The strategies to solve the
difficulties were asking friends and teacher, finding a cozy place, using dictionaries, and

searching on the internet.
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Introduction

Homework has been integrated as
part of school for many years (Dennis,
2008). Homework, as defined by Cooper
(1989), is the work assigned by educators
for students to carry out during non-school
hours. Most of the teacher gives the
homework to the students outside the
classroom. Carlsson (2009) said that
homework is an assessment that should be
done in outside the regular lesson and can
be finished everywhere. Dennis (2008)
stated that homework has been used as a
teaching tool to encourage the teaching
learning process. For teachers who use
homework as a tool, they cannot separate
homework in the teaching learning
process. The students who got the
homework have to do the homework
outside the classroom.

There are some reasons why
teacher gives homework to the students.
The reason can be referred to as the
importance of the homework itself.

According to Darn (1997), as cited in

Lelesiené and Jasnauskaite (2014), the
importance of homework are that
homework reinforces and helps learners to
retain information taught in the classroom
as well as increasing their general
understanding of the language. Homework
also develops study habits and independent
learning. Students can do their homework
by themselves. It will make the students
explore more about the material. Wilson
and Rhodes (2010) showed that the
students agreed that homework strengthens
the concepts learned in the classroom in
the scale of 86% and showed that
homework has a positive impact for
students to understand the subject matter
better (as cited in Watkins, 2012).

In several cases, there are some
students who do not do the homework. In
addition, students are still low-motivated
to do the homework or they are not
enthusiastic to learn the material and do
the English subject homework. They also
often delay doing the tasks. Therefore, the

researcher wants to know the students’



perception of homework and to investigate
the reason why the students do and do not
do their homework. Students’ perception is
needed to know what the students feel,
such as the kinds of homework that are
liked or disliked by students. The students’
perception can be as consideration for the
researcher in the future when the
researcher becomes a teacher. It will make
the teacher know what should be fixed or
kept as the good way of teaching. This
research is important to do to increase the
motivation of students while having
homework. Students’ motivation for doing
homework can encourage them to study
more.

The reasons why the researcher
investigated the influencing factors are
based on the researchers’ experience in
Senior High School. In the learning
process, the teacher gave the material and
gave the homework at the end of the class.
The homework was not given by only one
teacher but teachers from another subject

also gave the homework. When the

researcher got a pile of homework, the
researcher felt having had too much
homework. When the researcher got some
homework from several subjects, the
researcher thought that English subject
homework was difficult. Thus, the
researcher feet unmotivated to complete
the homework and preferred to copy other
friends’ homework. So, those are basically
the reason why the researcher investigates
the influencing factors in doing English
subject homework among Senior High
School students. Because the researcher
currently studies in an English Education
Department so the researcher focuses on
homework in English subject.
Research Methodology

The researcher used qualitative
method for this research. To investigate
the influencing factors for doing or not
doing the English subject homework
among Senior High School students, this
research adopted a descriptive design. The
research was conducted at one of the

Senior High Schools in Tegal. The



participants of this research were the
twelve graders students from natural
science class of Senior High School in
Tegal. The researcher chose these students
because they had already studied in this
school for around three years. They faced
kinds of assignment or homework than
other graders.

The researcher used the interview
as an instrument for this research to
investigate the influencing factors for
doing or not English subject homework.
Cohen et al., (2011) explained that an
interview is a technique to get the data
from the participants which are their
explanation or perspective about the topic.
After conducting the interview with the
participants, the next step that researcher
was transcribing the data from recording
word by word. After that, the researcher
conducted member checking to check the
validity of the data and to analyze the data.
Member checking is a process in which the

researcher asked one or more participants

in the study to check the accuracy of the
report (Creswell, 2012).

The next step is coding. According
to Cohen et al., (2011) coding is a process
of breaking down a segmented text of data
into a smaller unit. The researcher used
three steps of coding such as open coding,
analytical coding, and selective coding.
Then, the researcher report the results
based on the data.

Finding and Discussion
Students’ Reason for Doing English
Subject Homework

The students explained about the
reason for doing English subject
homework. According to the finding, the
first reason was students’ character.
Students’ character showed that the
participants was not a typical person who
easily give up when faced difficulties in
doing homework. The researcher conclude
that the students were persistence to finish
their homework even though they found
the difficulties. According to with Katz,

Kaplan, and Buzukashvily (2011) who



stated that the students are engaged in
homework because of intrinsic reasons
such as they do homework in order to
understand the subject and they do
homework because they want to get a
better grade. The second reason was
school grades. The participants mentioned
that they did the English subject
homework because of school grades. The
participants did the English subject
homework because they wanted to get a
good mark. It was in line with LeleSiené’s
and Jasnauskaite (2014) who, in their
finding, mentioned that the most
significant social reasons for doing English
subject homework were good marks which
get 65% of the total grade percentage. The
third reason was that there is a class
discussion on the homework. The
participants wanted to do the homework
was because the homework will be
discussed by their teacher in the next
meeting. It can be said that the participants
doing the homework because of the

reinforcement from the teacher. The

teacher provides reinforcement through
discussing the homework.
Students’ Reason for not doing English
Subject Homework

According to the result, the
participants mentioned some reasons for
not doing English subject homework. The
reasons were family disturbance and
mood. Regarding the finding, the first
reason was family disturbance. The only
one participant stated that she did not do
the homework because she was disturbed
by the family member. The second reason
was mood. The participant mentioned that
they did not do the homework because of
the mood. The main factor that makes the
participant has a bad mood was because
the homework was difficult. According to
Xue (2013), it is difficult to handle
distraction, such as a conversation between
family members or voices that are not
related to homework. This distraction
disturbs the concentration during

homework completion. Participant two



could not handle the distraction so he
chose to not do the homework.
Students’ Difficulties on Doing English
Subject Homework

Based on the results of the
findings, the researcher found several
difficulties faced by students on doing
English subject homework. The difficulties
were lack of understanding on doing
English subject homework and lack of
grammatical mastery. The first difficulty
was lack of understanding on doing
English subject homework. The
participants mentioned that they got the
difficulties to understand the homework
contents such as difficulties question and
passage . According to Ozer and Keskin
(2015), the difficulty of doing homework
is from cognitive view including the
students are not able to understand the
material and how to do the homework. The
second difficulty was lack of grammatical
mastery. The participants stated that they
had difficulty in grammar in doing English

subject homework. The finding, in short,

was in line with Rohmatillah (2017) who
stated that the difficulty faced by the
learners came from grammar where there
are grammatical rules, the teacher should
inform this rules to students or they will
face difficulty in grammar. The difficulty
faced by students by not knowing the
grammar lead them to not able to
understand the content in English subject
homework.
Students’ Strategies to Overcome
English Subject Homework Difficulties

Based on the last objective of this
research, the next explanation is the
students’’ strategies to overcome English
subject homework difficulties. The result
of this research that the participants used
several strategies to overcome their
difficulties such as asking friends and
teachers, finding cozy place, using a
dictionary, searching on the internet and
using application.
Recommendation

The researcher suggests for the

students to use a dictionary, access the



internet, or use an application to solve the Refferences
problem in doing English subject. In

addition, students are also required to do  Auburn University. (n.d.). Office of diversity and

the homework because it will affect their multilingual affairs. Retrieved from Wise
school grades demands. Furthermore, the study tips top 10 skills for high-school
students can find a comfortable place to students:

handle distraction when they do the https://cws.auburn.edu/shared/content/files
homework. /50

The researcher suggests for the Aziz, A. A. (2015). Learning difficulties and

English teachers to give the detailed strategies of students at Higher Secondary
information of the aspects of the English Schools in Punjab. Journal of Policy
language such as grammar, vocabulary, Research, 1(2), 55-61.

and language structure. It will be able to  Butler, J. A. (1987). Homework. School

facilitate students to understand the aspect Improvement Research Series.

which they have not mastered. Carlsson, T. (2009). Homework for english from
The last recommendation is for the students’ perspective. Examensarbete,

other researchers. The researcher Malmo Hogskola.

recommends to deepen the investigation Chomsky, N. (1965). Aspects of the theory of
into further scopes of English subject syntax. Mass: MIT Press.

homework such as advantages, distributionCohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2011).
of homework and the category of marking Research methods in education. London:
the English subject homework. This Routledge.

finding can be a reference to support their Cooper, H. (1989). Synthesis of research on
research if they have a similar topic area. homework. Educational Leadership, 85-

91.



Cooper, H., Robinson, J. C., & Patall, E. A. Lelesiené’s, L., & Jasnauskaite, R. (2014). The

(2006). Does homework improve role of English homework in the teaching-

academic achievement? Review of learning process in the basic school. 1(10).

Educational Research, 76(1), 1-62. Letterman, D. (2013). Students' perception of
Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: homework assignment and what influences

Planning conducting, and evaluating their ideas. Journal of College Teaching &

quantitative and qualitative research. Learning, 10(2), 113-122.

Boston: Pearson. Manis, C. (2012). Daily teaching tools. Retrieved
Dawson, P. (2010). Homework: A guide for from These homework tips will take the

parents. National Association of School fire out of the homework wars!:

Psychologists. https://www.dailyteachingtools.com/home
Dennis, J. (2008). Homework -- Just benefits? work-tips.html#4

Examensarbete, Malmo Hogskola. Minke, T. A. (2017). Types of homework and
Huang, S., & Zohreh, E. (2013). The use of their effect on students achievement.

dictionary and contextual guessing Culminating Project in Teacher

strategies for vocabulary learning by Development, 24.

advanced english-language learners. Onwuegbuzie, A. J., Dickinsin, W. B., Leech, N.

English Language and Literature Studies, L., & Zoran, A. G. (2009). A qualitative

3(3). framework for collecting and analyzing.
Katz, I., Kaplan, A., & Buzukashvily, T. (2011). International Journal of Qualitative

The role of parents' motivation in students' Methods, 8(3), 1-21.

autonomous motivation for. Learning and Ozer, U., & Keskin, S. C. (2015). Evaluating the
individual Differences, 21, 376-386. difficulties faced by primary school
Lai, E. R. (2011). Motivation: A literature review. students in doing homework/research from

Pearson.



parents' point of view. Procedia - Social https://uctlanguagecentre.com/blog/english
and Behavioral Sciences, 197, 933-938. -homework-tips/

Pintrich, P. R. (2004). A conceptual framework  Verma, S., Sharma, D., & Larson, R. W. (2002).

for assessing motivation and self-regulated School stress in India: Effects on time and
learning in college students. Education daily emotions. International Journal of
Psychology Review, 16, 385-407. Behavior Development, 26, 500-508.

Planchard, M., Daniel, K. L., Maroo, J., Mishra, Watkins, L. C. (2012). Factors affecting
C., & McLean, T. (2015). Homework, homework compleion among students.
motivation, and academic achievement in a River Falls: University of Wascinson.
college genetics course. Journal of CollegeWhitley, F. M. (2010). Homework as a means of
Biology, 11-18. student motivation. University of North
Rahman, F. (2017). Demotivating factors Carolina Wilmington.
experienced by students of the English Wilson, D. J., & Rhodes, D. J. (2010). Student
Education Department in learning English perspective on homework. Education,
as a foreign language. Yogyakarta: 131(2), 351.

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. Wolters, C. A. (2003). Regulation of motivation:

Rohmatillah. (2017). A study on difficulties in Evaluating an underemphasized aspect of
learning vocabulary. English Education: self-regulated learning. Educational
Jurnal Tadris Bahasa Inggris, 6(1), 75-93. Psychologist, 38, 189-205.

Tuckman, W. B. (1972). Conducting educational Xu, J. (2010). Predicting homework time

research. Jovanovich: Inc., New York. management at the secondary school level:
University of Cape Town. (2017, February 16). A multilevel analysis. Learning and
English language centre. Retrieved from Individual Differences, 20, 34-39.

Tips for doing your English homework:



Xu, J., & Corno, L. (1998). Case studies of
families doing third-grade homework.
Teachers College Record, 402-436.

Xue, J. (2013). Why do students have difficulties
completing homework? The need for
homework management. Journal of
Education and Training Studies, 1(1), 98-

103.



