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Preface from Rector

As a rector, I would like to express my happiness and gratitude to the students who are bravely joining 

the international community service and willing to continue the program after we hear that the situation 

in our previous target location, Davao, is in the middle of conflict and therefore, the condition is not 

suitable for us to do the same activity this year. Nevertheless, if we try to compare between Davao and 

Tawau, we can see similarities in those two locations; that both of them face almost the same big problem. 

This big problem is a problem that is faced by a big country like ours which is very extensive in size, very 

populous in number, and sharing many borders with the neighboring countries. The problem is not only 

happening within the border of our country, but also happening in the countries outside our borders. The 

situation in Davao and Tawau can serve as the example of the problem that is faced by our government 

in relation to our borders. In Davao, there are more than 10.000 of PIDs (Person of Indonesian Descent) 

who have no citizenship, or in other words, are stateless. In Tawau, there are more than 12.000 of 

Indonesian children who have no access to education. Both situations are very challenging to us as the 

actor of community service. It’s our responsibility to empower the people there since the government has 

limited ability to overcome it. 

The final outcome of this international community service will be in the form of a final report. This kind of 

report will be very beneficial for our institution, UMY, because it can help us to get a good score in AIPT, 

especially when we write down about international community service or social empowerment. Just like 

the previous report, I have the confidence that this year’s report will be just as good, or even, better.       

Lastly, I hope that we will be able to keep the spirit during the community service and just do your best. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

Based on Dr. Ir. Gunawan Budiyanto, M.P.’s speech for UMY International Community Service for Tawau 

Inauguration Ceremony, 30 July 2017.  
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Prof. Dr. Achmad Nurmandi, M.Sc., Vice Rector of Partnership and Cooperation 

"I do welcome the International Community Service (KKN) program initiated by 

International Relations Department UMY. This program is a form of international 

cooperation as the implementation of the third duty of the higher education, i.e. 

dedication for society. To the students, this program is a curricular activity, so that 

in the future it can be one of alternative of student exchange programs, especially 

among higher education within ASEAN member countries." 

 
Krishna Djelani, Indonesian Consul at Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia 

“On behalf of the government, especially the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I welcome 

the implementation of the International Community Service program initiated by 

the International Relations Department, UMY. During one month of the program 

operation here in Tawau, we are very much appreciate to the students’ dedication 

and creativities. Therefore, we hope that UMY will send the next UMY students to 

continue the dedication of this community that has been doing well.” 

 
Dr. Ir. Gatot Supangkat, M.P., Head of “LP3M” UMY 

“As the Head of LP3M, I feel that the International community service program 

initiated by IR Department of UMY can expand the range of community service 

that we have been pioneering with “3T” (terluar – outermost, terjauh - furthest, 

and tertinggal – left behind) in some parts of Indonesian archipelago. Going 

forward, my university intends to integrate the two into one of the flagship 

programs of community service.” 

 
Dr. Nur Azizah, M.Si., Head of International Relations Department, Faculty of 

Social and Political Sciences, UMY 

“The implementation of the International Community Service 2017 in Tawau is a 

continuation of the successful first batch in Davao, the Philippines in 2016, even 

though it is planned in a relatively short time. To the accomplishment of the 

program in Tawau, besides being proud of the students' persistence and diligence, 

I also thank the honorable Indonesian Consul and all the staff at Indonesian 

Consulate Office in Tawau and also to the managers of the residential areas of my 

students in Bombalai, Merotai, and the Holy Trinity. In the future, my department 

intends to continue this program with better planning and coordination.” 

 
Bambang Wahyu Nugroho, M.A., Field Supervisor of International Community 

Service (KKN) program  

“The success story of 2016 International Community Service (KKN) program in 

Davao, Southern Philippines, inspired International Relations department to 

continue the project by 2017 in Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia. With my sincere 

expression, I thank you for all the help and support, especially from the Indonesian 

Consulate in Tawau so that the students can carry out the UMY mission to run the 

community service program as a devotion to the Indonesian people there.” 
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The international community service was first initiated in 2016 by 

International Relations department of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta (UMY) as the program for the fourth-year undergraduate 

students to experience community service in international arena, aside 

of being a compulsory subject for the students to take in order to 

graduate. In line with UMY’s vision which is “Shining beyond Borders”, 

the International Relations department of UMY established under 

Muhammadiyah realizes that as part of international community, it is 

necessary to build and establish a sustainable cooperative relationship 

with other countries and/or international community. The international 

community service has successfully started its first step in the dedication 

to the Persons of Indonesian Descent who live in Mindanao and the 

Muslim Community in Davao city, Philippines. Following its success, in 

2017 the program is continued to be held in yet another country—Tawau, 

Sabah, Malaysia. The International Relations department is sending 12 

students to the Indonesia-Malaysia’s border area with one of the largest 

palm oil industries in the world. They are sent to carry the mission of 

community empowerment and the spirit of “Brotherhood beyond 

Borders” for the Indonesian people living in there.      

INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY

SERVICE

I
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FROM DAVAO TO TAWAU 

Initially, the International Community Service in Davao is designed to be a sustainable program, as the 

goal of community service itself is to make the targeted community to be empowered and independent. 

Therefore, the second batch of UMY’s International Community Service should also be sent to Davao. 

Unfortunately, the situation in Davao around June 2017 had made it impossible since there was a military 

insurgency going on in Southern Philippines, especially in Davao. Due to the security issue, Davao city was 

under the martial law, and thus made the Consulate General of the Republic of Indonesia in Davao 

hesitant to allow the UMY students to come even though the International Relations department had 

been granted a permit by Al-Qalam Institute of Ateneo de Davao University—UMY’s partner for executing 

the International Community Service in Davao—to continue the program there.  

 There were 21 students who had applied to join the International Community Service 2017 

program. On June 17, 2017, they were all gathered in ASEAN Simulation Meeting Room of International 

Relations department to respond the pressing matter; whether or not they were willing to continue 

participating in International Community Service program with the given condition. Since the students 

were planned to be deployed on August 2017, there were not much time left to prepare, and for that very 

reason, a decision should be made quickly. On that day, the 21 students were briefed by the head of 

International Relations department, Ms. Nur Azizah, and the supervisor for International Community 

Service program, Mr. Bambang Wahyu Nugroho. Both of them made a point that there was a dim prospect 

for the students to execute the program in Davao. As the compensation, the students were to be given 

two options: to try pursuing the program in another country (Malaysia) or to join a Muhammadiyah’s 

community service program in Palembang, Indonesia. After a round of voting, there were 12 students—

later referred as ‘the team’ or ‘we’—who firmly decided to pursue the International Community Service 

program in Malaysia, while the rest decided to join the Muhammadiyah’s program in Palembang.   

I
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The major problem that Ms. Firma 

introduced to us regarding the 

Indonesian people in Tawau is about the 

educational status of the children from 

Indonesian Migrant Workers. As many 

as 21,627 children aged 7 to 18 years 

old, there are 12,284 children who still 

have no access to school. Education is 

hard to obtain for many Indonesian 

children in Tawau because since 1991, 

the Malaysian government has not 

allowed the children of foreign workers 

who have salaries under RM 5000 

(approximately IDR 15,000,000) for 

applying schools at Malaysian National 

School (Sekolah Kebangsaan Malaysia). 

As the consequences, the children from 

Indonesian people/migrant workers 

who are mostly working in oil palm 

plantations and receiving wages not 

more than RM 1500 cannot go to the 

Malaysian schools or worse, not going to 

school at all. 
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IT’S GETTING REAL 

 In the following days after the meeting, Mr. Bambang made an intensive contact with the 

Consulate of the Republic Indonesia in Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia for ensuring that the International 

Community Service program could be executed there. The representative from the Consulate, Ms. Firma 

Agustina, helped a lot in giving out the information about the condition in Tawau. We were very much 

relying on her information to arrange the programs since neither the supervisor nor the team could do a 

direct observation in the location.  

PALM OIL
PLANTATION
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So far, there are some attempts done by Borneo Child Aid Society (a non-governmental organization) and 

Indonesian government to reduce the number of uneducated Indonesian children in Tawau. Since 1991, 

the Borneo Child Aid Society has established schools locally known as Humana. The organization is 

currently operating more than 100 schools and educating 8,000 children which are mainly from the 

families of plantation workers. The schools provide basic education for children age 5 to 12 years old 

(although they sometimes accept older students) of Indonesian or Filipino descent in many remote parts 

of Borneo, including Tawau. The educational levels range from kindergarten to elementary school (the 

primary six years of school). Although the schools follow the Malaysian curriculum, they have also 

included some Indonesian syllabus to enable a smoother integration for the students if they choose to 

attend Indonesian schools or Malaysian boarding schools to further their education. The six years of 

education received by the students will enable them to take Elementary School Equivalency Examination 

(Kejar Paket A) to attend Indonesian Junior High Schools. 

BORNEO CHILD AID SOCIETY
As for the effort from Indonesian government, in 2008, after the bilateral meeting between the President 

of Republic of Indonesia and the Prime Minister of Malaysia had reached a solution, the government of 

Indonesian was granted a permission to set up an Indonesian school in Kinabalu (Sekolah Indonesia Kota 

Kinabalu—SIKK) to provide education for the Indonesian children in Sabah, Malaysia. Yet, the 

establishment of SIKK is deemed not enough to cover all of the Indonesian children in Sabah, especially 

those whose stay in remote area. Hence, Indonesian government funds the establishment of Community 

Learning Center (CLC) to provide education for Indonesian children who mostly live with their parents 

secluded in the plantation estates. With Indonesian curriculum, CLCs serve as Open School (Sekolah 

Terbuka) for Elementary and Junior High School. The government offers scholarship for the CLC students 

to continue their study in Senior High School in Indonesia, as one of the main program of the government 

with the establishment of CLCs is to return back the Indonesian descent to their own country.   

COMMUNITY
LEARNING
CENTER
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 However many Indonesian children in Tawau 

who have no access to school, those who have the 

chance to attend are still in limitedness. Most of them do 

not have decent buildings and sufficient numbers of 

teachers, books, and facilities. Being raised in foreign 

country also has it flaws. Although they are being taught 

in Indonesian curriculum, their knowledge about 

Indonesia itself is still poor. Seeing those problems, we 

decide to design programs which focus on education 

with Indonesian values. The goal is to give a learning 

experience which is rich with Indonesian cultures and 

values to upgrade the sense of belonging of the 

Indonesian descent to their nation of origin.  

The idea formulation and 

selection of each of the programs 

has its own story. The team has a 

common agreement that the main 

concern will be on educating the 

Indonesian descent with

Indonesian values, but what can be 

taught with such concept? And 

how? 

         CLASSROOM
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Learning from what the previous International Community Service team has done in 

Davao, we face some dilemmas whether we still want to implement the same programs 

with the previous one or not. Essentially, the problem faced by Indonesian people in 

Davao and Tawau is almost the same, but the condition of the target locations and the 

community are quite different. For instance, the target locations in Tawau are in the 

plantation estates, secluded deep in the palm oil forest with very limited commodities. It 

would be quite challenging for us to look for some ingredients if we were to teach the 

people how to make some Indonesian traditional foods for example. Other challenges will 

be the tight schedules of the adults to work in the plantation. Programs which are 

engaging the adults have to be reconsidered. The biggest dilemma of them all is how to 

give services as much as possible with budgets as low as possible. 

  During the program formulation, the team’s supervisor reminds us that the essence of 

community service is community empowerment. Therefore, the community has to be able to 

empower themselves with what can be cultivated or utilized in their own environment as the final 

outcome. Holding on that principle, we are inspired to include frugal technology to the program. 

With frugal technology, we can minimize the budgets and lessen the materials brought from 

Yogyakarta.   

 As final decision, we proposed several main programs to be executed in Tawau. To fulfill the 

needs for education, we formulated what we call as ‘Care for Children’ to share knowledge about 

Indonesia and to upgrade the sense of belonging towards the nation. This program would be 

implemented during the teaching-learning in schools, as Ms. Firma had requested us to help the 

CLC/Humana teachers to teach several subjects. For the culture part, we decided to introduce Batik 

making process, some remarkable Indonesian traditional dances, and some well-known Indonesian 

folklores in a form of drama. We specifically chose to teach the making process of Batik Jumputan 

because it is very easy in the making and the materials are not hard to find. As Muslims and as the 

representatives from Muhammadiyah University, we also carried a religious mission to the 

community service by teaching Iqra’ and Al-Qur’an. Last, as our concern towards the environment 

and to introduce frugal technology to the community, we would teach the way how to make water 

purifier with simple and easily-found materials. 

I
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THE PREPARATION 

After two weeks of semester break coupled with Eid Al-Fitr holiday, we gathered in Yogyakarta to 

finalize the preparation for the programs. The preparation was needed to ensure each members of 

the team could execute the programs efficiently in the field. The preparation began on July 17, 2017, 

which meant we only had two weeks to prepare everything before setting off to Tawau.  

THREE
SUB-
GROUPS

The preparation was wrapped up with an 

inauguration ceremony. Held on July 30, 2017, 

which was a day prior to the departure day, the 

inauguration ceremony was witnessed by Dr. Ir. 

Gunawan Budiyanto, M.P. (UMY’s rector), Dr. Ir. 

Gatot Supangkat, M.P. (the head of LP3M), 

Bambang Wahyu Nugroho, M.A. (the vice dean of 

the Faculty of Political and Social Science), Dr. Nur 

Azizah, M.Si. (the head of International Relations 

department), Siti Muslikhati, M.Si. (the secretary 

of International Relations department), and Dian 

Azmawati, M.A. (the secretary of International 

Program of International Relations/IPIREL). They 

were all present to give their blessings for the 28 

days ahead of the team executing the community 

service in Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia.  

To bring out the group’s characteristic, each 

groups did a special preparation among themselves. For 

example, group 1 practiced Poco-Poco dance, group 2 

practiced Saman dance, meanwhile group 3 practiced 

Jaipong dance. Yet, most of the preparation done 

together with all of the team members. Some 

experiments were done several times to make sure that 

we would have a satisfying result from the product, 

especially for the making of Batik Jumputan and the 

installment for Water Purification. We were all 

responsible to understand all the steps needed so that 

there would be no awkwardness nor error when we 

demonstrated them to the targeted community. 

INAUGURATION
CEREMONY

I

The preparation was done in one of our team member’s house, 

just five minutes away from the campus. Our team leader, Muhammad 

Aziz Irfanuddin, set a tight schedule for us to do the preparation, 

remembering the limited time we had. We would start gathering on 10 

a.m. and finishing on 5 p.m.. There would be penalty for those who were 

late without acceptable excuses. This meant for us to be more discipline 

and made us more seriously prepared. As the result, the preparation was 

executed smoothly. 

  Due to the accommodation reason, the team had to be divided 

into three sub-groups. Each groups had four members. In group 1 there 

were Dhany Putra Pratama, Mohammad Irfan Nabil, Nabila Zalzabila 

Lausepa, and Tesya Ikrima Mutiara Sukma; in group 2 there were 

Muhammad Aziz Irfanuddin, Annisa Rizki Yuniar, Amira Dysa Rusyida 

Larasati, and Eliestya Kridhaswari; while in group 3 there were Nellatika 

Chaerunnisa, Sitta Wahyu Qurana, Vega Bhenazi, and Mochammad Ade 

Pamungkas. The three sub-groups were planned to be located in three 

different locations: Merotai Plantation Estate, Bombalai Plantation 

Estate, and Melewar Plantation Estate (later changed to Holy Trinity 

School in Tawau city).  
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DHANY’S DIARY

When I arrived in Tawau, I could feel that the atmosphere is “not so different from home.” Yes, 

despite being abroad, Tawau still felt like Indonesia for me. Surprisingly, Tawau is a small town 

with the population around 400.000 people. Compared to Yogyakarta, the downtown feels smaller 

although they share almost the same size. The slight difference would be the temperature which is 

hotter since it is near the equator. Yet, for the foods, they still tasted friendly for our Indonesian 

tongues (except that every single time they eat rice, they serve it alongside with a bowl of soup). If 

you went to the southern part of Tawau, which is the beach, you could see Indonesia’s Sebatik 

Island with your bare eyes since it only takes around 15 – 30 minutes trip with a boat to reach the 

island. No wonder, Tawau feels like home because it is indeed located near the Indonesia’s border 

area.   

Many people that my team and I met during our community service happened to be of Indonesian 

descent, such as Buginese, Timorese, and Javanese. We also met people from other descents, such 

as Chinese, Bajau, Malayan, and more. One thing that made us smoothly conducting a 

community service in Tawau is that the people speaks Malay which is not so different from Bahasa 

Indonesia—even some of them can speak Bahasa Indonesia, mixed with the heavy accent of their 

original descents. We later found out that one of the ways the locals learn Bahasa Indonesia is 

from Indonesian soap operas that they frequently tuned on their televisions.  

We had three locations for our placement: Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Bombalai, and Merotai—

and all three of them had their own story. We happened to be placed in schools belonged to 

Indonesian government called Community Learning Centre (CLC) to help the teachers teach 

Indonesian children there. Almost all of the CLC teachers came from Indonesia. They are tasked to 

teach in various remote places around Indonesia and near the border areas. Occasionally, we were 

also placed in Humana schools which are under Borneo Child Aid Society in association with 

Malaysian government. Soon, I realized that teaching is indeed not an easy task to do. Deep in 

my heart, I admired all the teachers that have taught me back in school days. 

I
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TAWAU

Before doing the International Community Service, the word 

‘Tawau’ was unfamiliar for most of the team members. But when 

we heard ‘Sabah’, we immediately recalled it as one of the 

Malaysia’s states located in Borneo Island. Later, we learned that 

Tawau is the third-largest town in Sabah, after Kota Kinabalu and 

Sandakan. The town is bordered by Sulu Sea to the east, the 

Celebes Sea to the south, and shares a border with North 

Kalimantan, Indonesia.  

 Entitled as “Bumi Peladang” or Land of Farmers, Tawau 

had been planted with coconut, rubber, and banana trees ever 

since the British occupation era. Nowadays, Tawau has changed 

its face by the greens of palm oil plantations which covers almost 

all of the total area of 6,125 square of kilometers. Those 

plantations are majorly owned by three big plantation companies; 

Sime Darby Corporation, Sabah Softwood Sdn Bhd and Borneo 

Samudera (Sawit) Sdn Bhd. The town, or locally called as 

“Bandar”, covers only 55 square of kilometers from the total area, 

makes it just slightly bigger from Yogyakarta city.  

BANDAR TAWAU
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TAWAU 
AIRPORT

When we (accompanied by the head of IR department and the team’s supervisor) arrived at Tawau 

Airport on July 31, 2017, it was already late at night. So, we did not see much of the city upon our 

arrival. It is only on the following days we could finally observe that Bandar Tawau is like any other 

small cities in Indonesia, with the touch of Chinatown in there. If you drive around the town, you can 

see Chinese characters scattered on the planks in front of shops and restaurants with the Malayan 

names under it. In a glance, you can conclude that Chinese (Hakka) people dominate the economic 

activity in the downtown.  

 There are approximately 400,000 people live in the whole Tawau municipality area. They are 

a mixture of different races and ethnicities. The non-Malaysian citizens are mostly from Indonesia. 

As per May 2017, there are 172,990 Indonesian people live in Tawau, consists of 119,603 men and 

53,387 women.  The second biggest non-Malaysian citizens would be the Hakka Chinese who arrived 

after British rule ended. The majority of people are Muslims, though some are Christian Indonesian 

who are mainly ethnic Florenese and Timorese. The Malaysian Chinese are mainly Buddhists, though 

some are Taoist or Christians. There is also small number of Hindus, Sikhs, Animists, and secularists 

in the town. 

MUNICIPALITY 
AREA
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AL-KAUTHAR
MOSQUE

I

It is quite easy to remember the places and the streets in Bandar Tawau after you live in 

there for about a week due to its relatively small area. To put it simply, the downtown is 

mainly divided into three areas; Sabindo, Fajar and Tawau Lama (Old Tawau). Sabindo is 

a plaza, Fajar is a commercial area, while Tawau Lama is the original part of Tawau. The 

city also has several notable tourism attractions. For a city which has ever been occupied 

by Japan during the World War II, it has Bell Tower and Japanese War Cemetery as 

historical sites. The city also has Confrontation Memorial to commemorate the 

Indonesian confrontation in 1963 during the Soekarno era.  For the religious activity, 

Tawau is famous for having Al-Kauthar Mosque as the biggest mosque in Sabah. 

 For a city where people come to do business or look for a job, Bandar Tawau 

surprisingly looks quite deserted. Only one or two new buildings grow among the old and 

abandoned ones. The biggest and so-called to have the most visitor shopping mall in the 

town, Eastern Plaza Mall, does not look as lively as it should be. Probably, the people 

prefer to spend their money elsewhere, or, more probably, most of the Tawau people 

simply do not live in the downtown. Since the main economic activities are timber, cocoa, 

oil palm plantation, and prawn farming, most of them reside in the rural areas, far away 

from the urban lifestyle. 
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                KRI TAWAU
The Consulate of the Republic Indonesia in Tawau is located in Jalan Sinn Onn, 91000, Tawau, Sabah, 

Malaysia. The Consulate has responsibility to assist and protect the Indonesian citizens who live in 

its working area which includes Tawau and Kalabakan region, Semporna, Kunak and Lahad Datu. 

Currently, Mr. Krishna Djelani is acting as the Head of the Consulate. He is assisted by Mr. Sulistijo 

Djati Ismoyo (Head of Chancery), Ms. Firma Agustina (Information and Socio Cultural Affairs), Ms. 

Vara Dwikhandini (Protocol and Consular Affairs), Mr. Ujo Sujoto (Immigration Affairs), and Mr. Na’afi 

Arman (National Police Liason Officer) who work under him. 

On the second day of our arrival in Tawau, we went to the Consulate to have an opening ceremony 

with the Head of the Consulate. From the meeting, it was decided that the team’s sub-groups would 

be rotated per week so that each groups could experience all of the targeted places, which were Holy 

Trinity Catholic Church, Sime Darby’s Bombalai Plantation Estate, and Sime Darby’s Merotai 

Plantation Estate. During the execution of the International Community Service program, the 

Consulate became the facilitator that provided the connection for the team with the CLC/Humana 

teachers and the Sime Darby Company’s managers. The Consulate also facilitated the 

accommodation in the city and the transportation during the rotation. In conducting the programs, 

we always coordinated with Ms. Firma who acted as the Consulate’s representative for the UMY’s 

International Community Service in Tawau. 
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Occasionally, we went to the Consulate to 

participate in some activities that were 

being held in there. On the first weekend, 

we went to the Consulate to support the 

students who participate in APSI (Apresiasi 

Prestasi dan Seni—Appreciation of Arts 

and Achievements) competition among 

Elementary School students in Tawau 

region.  In the second week, group 1 which 

plotted in CLC Holy Trinity was regularly 

coming to the Consulate to assist the flag 

hoisting troop (PASKIBRA—Pasukan 

Pengibar Bendera) who were being 

quarantined in the Consulate’s shelter in 

the preparation for the upcoming 

Indonesian Independence Day. On 16th 

and 17th of August 2017, all of the three 

sub-groups gathered in the Consulate to 

help the preparation and celebrate the 

Indonesian Independence Day.    

MR. KRISHNA DJELANI
HEAD OF CONSULATE

MS. FIRMA AGUSTINA
INFORMATION AND

SOCIO CULTURAL AFFAIRS

I
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Community Learning Center (CLC) Holy Trinity is located inside 

the complex of Holy Trinity Catholic Church of Tawau. Using the 

four-stories building behind the church, CLC Holy Trinity was 

established under the permission from the church. Despite being 

managed by the church, the CLC is not exclusive for Catholic 

students only. The school has a high tolerance by also accepting 

students from different religions. For the Muslim students, the 

girls are welcomed to wear hijab, long-sleeved shirt, and long 

skirt uniforms, while the boys are welcomed to wear songkok. 

The students are also being taught religions based on their own 

beliefs.    

HOLY TRINITY
CHURCH
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CLC
HOLY TRINITY

As a CLC which does not reside in a plantation estate, 

CLC Holy Trinity gathers the Indonesian students from 

around the city. The students range from Elementary 

School to Junior High School level. When we executed 

the community service program in CLC Holy Trinity, 

the school has just opened three classes for the first 

grader instead of one, making the Elementary School 

to have 8 classes. Meanwhile, the Junior High School 

has 3 classes. Approximately, there are 40 students in 

each class. Among the three CLCs that we assigned to, 

CLC Holy Trinity has the highest number of student. 

While it is a good thing to be able to 

absorb Indonesian students as many as 

possible, the increasing number of 

students itself has invited some 

problems to the school.  First of all, the 

classrooms that the CLC owned cannot 

accommodate all of the students at the 

same time. Therefore, the Elementary 

School and the Junior High School 

students have to alternately come to 

school. The Elementary School students 

will study in the morning while the 

Junior High School students will study in 

the afternoon.  

Second, with a large number of students, it is not easy for the school to provide sufficient books for 

all of them. Most of the students are still relying on copied books. Sometimes, they still have to share 

one book with their two other friends. In this kind of situation, their knowledge is very depending on 

what the teacher delivers in front of the class. That situation leads to the third problem that is the 

limited teachers that the CLC has. Although CLC Holy Trinity has around 10 teachers, the number is 

still insufficient to handle all of the classes. In result, there would be one or two classes uncovered 

by the teachers. 
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The teachers and the students warmly welcomed the presence of International Community Service 

team in CLC Holy Trinity. Every time one of the team’s sub-groups got the chance to be plotted in 

CLC Holy Trinity, all students would gather in the hall and greet the team with their signature 

“Selamat pagi, pak/bu guru!” (“Good morning, teachers!”). The teachers were also quick to befriend 

with the team members and always being so helpful to the team. Mr. Francis Kamuntah, the 

headmaster of CLC Holy Trinity for Elementary School level, appreciated the team’s contribution to 

the school although it was only for a short time. When we had a chance to have a dialogue with him, 

he made a note that the International Community Service programs should be continued for longer 

period. He also stressed that it was a good thing that both institutions—Holy Trinity Church and 

Muhammadiyah—could sit together and think about solutions for the problem faced by the 

Indonesian children in Tawau, especially in educational matter. 

UNITY
IN
DIVERSITY

I
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While Tawau's climate is hot in general, Bombalai Ladang Imam has a quite significant 

temperature rise whenever you enter the area. In the noon, the place is stiflingly hot and dusty. It 

is because the estate is in an open area with little plantations to give some shades from the glaring 

sunlight. In addition, the majority of the road is still dirt road. When it is hot and dry, the road 

gets especially dusty, and when it is raining, the roads get muddy and inaccessible for cars to 

pass by. 

 During my stay in Bombalai Ladang Imam, I realized that the place is currently facing 

some glaring problems. Firstly, for health and environmental wise, the cleanliness of the area is 

poor. In a hot and dusty day, the flies swarm around anything; foods, trashes, tables, even the 

houses. Since the estate is practically built in the middle of palm oil forest, mosquitos are growing 

in a quite disturbing numbers. This condition might be worrying for the society as the flies and 

mosquitos can carry bacteria and disease.       

 Secondly, the CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam itself also has its own problems. When I 

arrived there, there were only two teachers available to teach all subjects for three classes. That 

condition makes the teaching hours inefficient, because one teacher must cover two or three classes 

alternately. The other problem is the lack of support from Indonesian government. The CLC hasn’t 

received BOS (Biaya Operasional Sekolah) program allowance from the government for the last 

7 months. Thus, the teachers use their own savings to buy books and school equipment. The 

building is also inadequate to hold many students, because there are only two rooms for all three 

classes.  

 Yet, in a seemingly unfavorable place for people to live, Bombalai Ladang Imam has the 

most breathtaking landscape. Mountain, forest, meadows—those always be the first things to 

greet my sight when I walk myself from the house to the school every morning. Bombalai Ladang 

Imam also has the most cheerful children that I have ever met. They are very eager for games.  

When my group and I taught them traditional games such as Ampar Ampar Pisang and Cublak-

Cublak Suweng, they played along enthusiastically and kept repeating the games because they 

said the games were fun. They are also thirsty for knowledge, asking us when will we come back 

and teach them again.   

VEGA’S DIARY

I
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16.9 kilometers away from the center of Bandar Tawau, Bombalai Ladang Imam is one of the 

seventeen palm oil plantation estates owned by Sime Darby Company in Sabah, Malaysia. The estate 

can be reached by driving for approximately 27 minutes from the center of the town via Jalan Tawau-

Kalabakan/Tawau-Keningau/Tawau-Merotai. It is a single highway which passes through the palm oil 

plantation. Due to its far distance from the urban area, public transportation such as taxis or Grab 

cars are rarely willing to deliver or pick up passengers from that area. The alternative way to get to 

and from Bombalai is by taking a mini bus (bas henti-henti). 

BOMBALAI

 Presently, there are about hundreds of Sime Darby’s palm oil 

plantation workers who reside in Bombalai Ladang Imam. Tuan Khoirul 

is the current manager of Sime Darby Bombalai Ladang Imam. The 

plantation workers who work for him are mostly coming from 

Indonesia whom consists of Buginese, Kalimantan, and Javanese 

descents. We do not have a statistic data for the beliefs from the 

estate’s residences but in a glance, most of them are Muslims. Besides, 

the company in Bombalai has a strict Islamic practice for the 

residences, such as single or unmarried men and women are forbidden 

to enter each other’s houses. 
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In Bombalai, the children from Indonesian workers are allowed to attend Humana and CLC schools 

inside the estate. The Humana School is equal to the Elementary School with 6 years of primary 

education. The school is managed by Ms. Rahmawati binti H. Mohd. Yaras and assisted by two other 

teachers. The school is now occupying a new building provided by the company. Yet, due to the 

limited classrooms, the students are still alternately come to school in the morning and in the 

afternoon to study.  When we were doing community service in this school, we found out that the 

children were less familiar with Indonesia and its language compared to those in Holy Trinity. This 

might be due to the less hour for them to study about Indonesia given the bigger portion for 

Malaysian curriculum. To overcome it, we highly prioritized in sharing basic knowledge about 

Indonesia and teaching them how to use Bahasa Indonesia properly. 

HUMANA SCHOOL
BOMBALAI LADANG IMAM
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The CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam is operating as equal to the Indonesian Junior High School. The 

school is currently occupying the ex-building of Humana School. Located opposite to the Humana 

School, the building is similar to SD Muhammadiyah Gantong in Laskar Pelangi movie. Built from 

plywood with cement floor, the school only has two classrooms and one small office for teacher. Ms. 

Utami and Mr. Andi Taufik Yakub are the only teachers left in CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam before the 

arrival of the new teacher from the 8th batch of Indonesian teachers sent by Direktorat Jenderal Guru 

dan Tenaga Kependidikan (Directorate General of Teachers and Education Personnel) of Indonesia. 

The low motivation to pursue a higher 

education is also what makes the 9th grade of 

CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam left with only 4 

students.  We were very concerned about 

this issue and therefore, during the program 

implementation, we also gave some 

motivational words for them to pursue a 

higher education because it would be 

important for their future. 

The condition of the school does not discourage 

the students to come and study. Most often, the 

students come to school earlier than the 

teachers. The thing that prevents them to come 

to school is when their parents asked them to 

help working in plantation. So, it does not 

surprise when some students are absent from 

school due to that very reason.  



CLC
BOMBALAI 
LADANG IMAM

061                                                        PART 2                                        INSIDE TAWAU                                                                                                                                                  BOMBALAI                                                                                                   062

The CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam is operating as equal to the Indonesian Junior High School. The 

school is currently occupying the ex-building of Humana School. Located opposite to the Humana 

School, the building is similar to SD Muhammadiyah Gantong in Laskar Pelangi movie. Built from 

plywood with cement floor, the school only has two classrooms and one small office for teacher. Ms. 

Utami and Mr. Andi Taufik Yakub are the only teachers left in CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam before the 

arrival of the new teacher from the 8th batch of Indonesian teachers sent by Direktorat Jenderal Guru 

dan Tenaga Kependidikan (Directorate General of Teachers and Education Personnel) of Indonesia. 

The low motivation to pursue a higher 

education is also what makes the 9th grade of 

CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam left with only 4 

students.  We were very concerned about 

this issue and therefore, during the program 

implementation, we also gave some 

motivational words for them to pursue a 

higher education because it would be 

important for their future. 

The condition of the school does not discourage 

the students to come and study. Most often, the 

students come to school earlier than the 

teachers. The thing that prevents them to come 

to school is when their parents asked them to 

help working in plantation. So, it does not 

surprise when some students are absent from 

school due to that very reason.  



063                                                        PART 2                                        INSIDE TAWAU                                                                                                                                                  BOMBALAI                                                                                                   064

I

With their parents went to work in the plantation from very early morning until late afternoon, the 

children found a company in our presence. Every morning, they would pick us up and walk with us 

to school. When the school time was over, they would come to the house that had been 

accommodated by the company for us to stay. On such occasions, we used the time to do our 

‘extracurricular’ programs such as Reciting Iqra’ and Al Qur’an, Traditional Dance, Folklore Drama, 

and many other minor programs. In short time, the children were attached to us and they would 

miss the present group every time we had to swap up places to the other target locations.    
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MEROTAI 
KECIL

Merotai, or specifically Merotai Kecil, is also one 

of the Sime Darby’s Palm Oil Plantation estates 

in Sabah beside Bombalai. The estate is 25.9 

kilometers away from the center of Bandar 

Tawau or 11 kilometers away from Bombalai by 

continuing the same route, further into the deep 

of Tawau’s palm oil forest. Due to its very long 

distance from the downtown, Merotai people 

prefer to go to Merotai Besar which is only one 

bus stop away to buy their needed commodities. 

However, it is still possible for them to go to the 

downtown by taking the mini bus. 

Just like in Bombalai, around hundreds of Indonesian Migrant Workers were being concentrated in 

the estate. Tuan Ali Anuar bin Hussin Saadi is the current manager of Sime Darby Merotai Kecil. Most 

of his plantation workers are from Indonesia. They are mainly from Buginese and Kalimantan 

descents. Also, similar to Bombalai, their children attend the Humana School and CLC inside the 

estate. 

 The Humana School in Merotai Kecil occupies a permanent building with three classrooms 

and one spacious office. Currently, the school has three Malaysian teachers. Just like other Humana 

schools, the students range from 5 to 12 years old and they came to school by shift. Opposite to the 

Humana School, there is a CLC for the Junior High School students. Inhabiting an empty land next to 

the mosque, the school is built in a traditional house on stilts (rumah panggung).  The wooden house 

holds six rooms for classrooms, office, and library.   

HUMANA
AND CLC
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Mr. Aksar, who is responsible to manage the 

CLC Merotai Kecil, said that there has been no tighter 

relationship between CLC and Humana schools like 

the one in Merotai. Whereas in many places the 

teachers from both schools do not teach in each 

other’s schools, the CLC and Humana teachers in 

Merotai do that. Their tight bonding is also shown 

from the fact that some of the CLC teachers reside 

inside the Humana office. Both CLC and Humana 

teachers will regularly share meals and chats in the 

office. 

BONDING

Both Humana and CLC schools in Merotai adopt a quite strict discipline for the students as well as 

the teachers. Every morning, exactly by 7 a.m., the students gather in front of their school to do a 

morning assembly (or flag ceremony when it comes to Mondays).  Occasionally, the CLC students 

also have to line up and recite some verses in the Qur’an before they are allowed to enter the class. 

From the teaching and learning activity, the CLC is already quite advanced compared to the other 

CLCs. The school has a small library where the students can borrow learning materials for them to 

get by with the lessons. However, do not expect that those learning materials are from notable 

school book publishers from Indonesia which has a quite detailed information with colored pictures. 

Their learning materials are from LKS (Lembar Kerja Siswa—Student’s Paperwork), which only 

contains the summarized learning materials.   
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Better as it is from the other CLCs in academic matter, the students from CLC Merotai Kecil still need 

motivation to pursue a higher education. As one of the CLC teachers, Mr. Robby, said to us, the 

students will be full of spirits to study when they are in school, but once they return home and come 

back to school on the next day, those spirits have reversed back to zero. Needless to say, the 

environment at home really affects their motivation to study.  The parents who mostly have a sole 

orientation on work do not see a benefit for their children to delay their time to make money by 

pursuing a further education. This is a real challenge for us to change that mindset. Since that cannot 

be done in a short time, this also will be a ‘homework’ for the next International Community Service 

teams to come. 
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SITTA’S DIARY

During the 28 days of doing the International Community Service program, there was no a single 

moment that I spent with the people in Tawau that was not memorable. Some of them had left me 

a very deep impression. First, the most nerve-wrecking one would be the moment when my group 

and I met with the target community for the first time. Our first target location happened to be in 

CLC Holy Trinity and it was already on the third day since our arrival when we were brought to 

be introduced to them. The other two groups already set off to the two plantation sites, Bombalai 

and Merotai, on the previous day and later that day they sent us videos on how warm and 

enthusiastic the people there had greeted them. They even prepared some special performances to 

welcome our team! That made me very excited and yet very nervous to imagine our first meeting 

with our first target community in the next morning. I wondered whether they would also welcome 

us with the same enthusiasm.  

 The greeting from the students and the teachers in CLC Holy Trinity proved to be just as 

warm and full of enthusiasm. Upon our arrival, all of the students were gathered by their teachers 

in the hall to meet us. In the ‘meet and greet’ session, I felt so touched when they greeted me with 

“Selamat pagi, bu Sitta!” (“Good morning, Ms. Sitta!”) shouted on top of their lungs. It was my 

first time—and I believe for the other members of my group as well—to be addressed as a teacher. 

It was very new and awkward for us to be called ‘Pak’ (Sir) or ‘Bu’ (Ma’am) by the children, but 

later it became a thing that we grew accustomed to. When we introduced our programs, they showed  

a big interest for them. They were especially looking forward to be able to make their own Batik 

clothes. Their enthusiasm had given us confidence to do well in doing the community service in 

CLC Holy Trinity.   

 Second, the most tiring but pleasant one would be doing the teaching and learning 

activities with the children as the part of our Care for Children program. Handling the 4th year 

(and above) students would be fine, but with the younger ones, it would be very challenging 

because it was relatively harder to get them in order. The same condition applied whether we were 

in Holy, Bombalai, or Merotai. It was not a rare occasion when I was explaining the subject in front 

of the class and suddenly, one of the students reported that their friends were making a 

commotion. When I had made them back in order, there would be a student crying from the other 

side of the classroom for an entirely different reason. One of the working tricks to prevent them 

from disturbing one another and draw their attention back to the lesson was by singing together. 

They loved singing Indonesian national songs! After teaching 3-4 classes in a day, our voices 

would be so hoarse from a lot of shouting and singing. But, truly, teaching them was a very joyful 

experience because they were so eager to follow the lesson and full of surprises. It was very sweet of 

them to give us handmade letters and gifts whenever it was time for us to leave the location. 
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Last but not least, the most exciting one would be preparing the performances for the farewell 

ceremony. In Bombalai, my group initiated to bring up the story of ‘Ande-Ande Lumut’ in a 30-

minutes musical drama. The drama practice that we regularly conducted after school were also as 

the part of our Folklore Drama program. In order to give an impressive opening for the drama, we 

trained the seven Kletings performed by seven girls from the CLC Bombalai year 7 students to 

dance with ‘Ratu Sejagad’ song. In Merotai, my group trained the choir group of CLC Merotai 

girls to sing ‘Hymne Guru’ and ‘Laskar Pelangi’ theme song for their performances in farewell 

ceremony. Their pure singing voices really could touch the heart of anyone who heard it. Overall, 

it was really fun to work with them because they were always so cheerful and very talented either 

in acting, dancing, or singing. 
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We designed the Care for Children program as our concern towards the education of Indonesian 

children in Tawau. In the implementation, we temporary filled in the class schedules uncovered by 

the CLC and/or Humana teachers. This is aimed to lighten the burden of the teachers who usually 

have to teach several classes at the same time. We found out that the teachers in CLC and/or Humana 

had some limited ability in teaching several subjects, such as Arts, Physical Education, and Islamic 

Religion. Therefore, besides teaching Bahasa Indonesia, English, Maths, Science, and Social Science, 

we also handled those subjects depending on the abilities and talents from the team members.  

 Aside from assisting the CLC and/or Humana teachers, this program also has another goals. 

It is to enrich the children’s knowledge about their country of origin, Indonesia. It aims to upgrade 

their sense of belonging towards Indonesia and to preserve the language and culture of their country 

although they are living in a foreign land. During the program implementation, we found many cases 

where the students were more fluent in speaking Malay rather than Bahasa Indonesia. They also had 

a poor knowledge about the geographical location of Indonesia and the place of their origins (which 

were mostly from South Sulawesi). Beside those two things, there are more other basic things that 

they do not know about Indonesia. By guiding them to use a proper Bahasa Indonesia during the 

learning activities and giving them a deeper understanding about their country of origin, we hoped 

that these children would grow with a sense of identity. In a long run, they would be oriented to 

return back to Indonesia and seeing the importance of defining their nationality.     

CARE 
FOR CHILDREN
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Care for Children program had an effect in the children’s motivation to study. The CLC and 

Humana teachers shared their feedbacks to us that the children were looking more eager to come 

to school and study with the team. The fun approach that we did during the teaching and learning 

process and our relatively young ages made us more approachable to the children. We could be both 

their teachers and their friends. Because we were all university students, the children were also more 

motivated to pursue a higher study. We never forget to always encourage them to continue their 

study in Indonesia since there will be better job opportunity for them if they have a higher diploma. 
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WATER PURIFICATION

In some of the plantation area, people have difficulties in accessing clean water. On rainy season, the 

people can collect the rainwater in basins and barrels placed above their roofs for their clean water 

supply. But in dry season, getting clean water is almost impossible. In fact, almost all of the people 

in Tawau drink from bottled mineral water due to the bad quality of their water. Therefore, with 

Water Purification project, we want to give solution to the clean water scarcity problem. Yet, 

Bombalai and Merotai seems to be the exceptions of those unfortunate places. Bombalai and 

Merotai people have clean enough water for bathing and washing clothes because they live in a high 

plateau. So, unfortunately for the team, the Water Purification program which was initially designed 

as a grand project for the community had to be reoriented as the students’ science project. This is 

the downside for not being able to do a direct observation beforehand.     

 Nevertheless, the Water Purification project did impress the students and even the teachers. 

After we taught them the way to make the water purifier, the students were eager to try it by 

themselves. As a frugal technology, we did not use sophisticated materials and techniques. We only 

used simple materials such as empty mineral water bottles, charcoals, gravels, sands, and cottons. 

We modified the arrangement of the materials so that the dirty water could turn into clean water 

only in two times filtration. Although the water filtered by our water purifier is not yet qualified for 

drinking, the water is clean enough for bathing and washing. 

FRUGAL
TECHNOLOGY

I
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BATIK MAKING

Because we conducted the program at schools, automatically the participants were from the 

students. When we told them that we were going to teach them how to make Batik, they were very 

anticipating it. They had learned the variety of Batik patterns at school but they had never made 

them before. After we executed it, the technique of Batik Jumputan making was proven to be child-

friendly because it did not involve risky and complicated technique such as using stove and hot 

malam. Although it was only using marbles (or any little objects) and rubber band to form the 

patterns, the students were very creative and the results were quite beautiful and satisfying. 

BATIK
JUMPUTAN

TIE
DYE
DRY

I
As Indonesian intangible heritage, Batik can be one 

of the most prominent example for the product of 

Indonesian culture. Therefore, we introduced Batik 

making to the Indonesian people in Tawau so that 

they could have the sense of belonging towards 

Indonesian culture. The kind of Batik that we taught 

to them was called Batik Jumputan. Different from 

the usual technique in Batik making which is using 

canting and malam, Batik Jumputan is using marbles 

and rubber bands to form the patterns. Beside its 

simple materials, we chose Batik Jumputan to be 

introduced to Tawau people because the needed 

materials were relatively easier to be found in their 

region compared to the specific materials needed to 

make traditional Batik. 
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FOLKLORE DRAMA

Folklore drama program was conducted as an after-school activity for the Indonesian children in our 

three target locations. The program was aimed to bring closer the Indonesian descent children to 

their place of origin by learning the folklore stories developed in some areas in Indonesia.  The 

folklore stories that we introduced to the Indonesian children in Tawau were, among others, Malin 

Kundang, Sangkuriang, Bawang Merah Bawang Putih, and Ande-Ande Lumut.  The drama practice 

following this program was also aimed to habituate the using of proper Bahasa Indonesia in the 

children’s daily conversation through the dialogues in the drama. 

 In order to show the result of this program, the children performed the drama in farewell 

ceremony. In Holy Trinity, the children were performing Bawang Merah Bawang Putih. In Bombalai, 

the children were performing Ande-Ande Lumut. During the drama practice, the children were very 

cooperative in succeeding their performance. They listened well to our directions and with their 

natural acting skills, they could carry the stories smoothly. Not only they put their effort for the play, 

they also helped us to find the right costumes for them to wear. As result, they could perform the 

drama entertainingly and receive a high appreciation from the audiences in farewell ceremony. 

I

KLETINGS
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TRADITIONAL DANCE
Just like folklore drama program, traditional dance program was also 

served as an after-school activity. The program was aimed to introduce the 

variety of Indonesian traditional dance to the Indonesian children in Tawau 

so that they have rich knowledge about Indonesian culture through its 

traditional dance. This program was also aimed to nurture the sense of 

belonging and pride towards Indonesian culture. By performing the dances, 

it would also help to preserve the Indonesian culture among the 

immigrants.   

 When we offered this program to the children, they showed a high 

eagerness to learn Indonesian traditional dance, especially those who had 

skills in dancing. Most of them knew about Malaysian traditional dance but 

only little of them knew about Indonesian ones. Accordingly, each of our 

sub-groups taught the children how to dance Poco-Poco, Saman, and 

Jaipong in every target locations. While they became knowledgeable about 

those three kind of dances, we were not able to teach them thoroughly 

until they could perform the dances by themselves due to our short 

duration of time for each placements. 

POCO-POCO 
SAMAN
JAIPONG

I
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RECITING IQRA’ AND AL-QUR’AN

I

In order to broadcast the Islamic mission, we carried out da’wah through the Iqra’ and Al-Qur’an 

recitation training program. We executed the program in Bombalai and Merotai where we could stay 

among the Muslim Community. This program was aimed to enhance their moral, intellectual, and 

religious values, especially to the children. This program was suitable with the condition in both 

locations where there was no regular reciting activity for the children in the local mosque and the 

children were still lack of fluency in reciting Al-Qur’an. Therefore, we conducted reciting activity for 

them in the afternoon after-school and during weekends. We provided Iqra’ and Al-Qur’an as well as 

books of Prophet’s stories as facilities for this activity. The Iqra’, Al-Qur’an, and the books were then 

subsequently donated to the schools and mosques.    
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NABILA’S DIARY

The week before Indonesian Independence Day might be one of the busiest weeks in the Consulate. 

My group and I which happened to be placed in Tawau city during the week got the chance to get 

involved and experience the buzzing activity in the preparation for the most important day for 

Indonesian people. First and foremost, my group were appointed to liaison the 15 students of CLC 

Holy Trinity who would act as flag hoisting troop (PASKIBRA) in Flag Ceremony celebrating 

the Indonesian Independence Day. To maximize their training, the troop must be quarantined at 

the Consulate’s shelter for 2 weeks before the Independence Day. They must obey all the rules given 

by the trainers, Mr. Ronaldo and Mr. Na’afi. Our tasks were making sure that their necessities 

were fulfilled and that they were obedient with their curfews during their quarantine period. They 

had to sleep before 11 p.m. and get up at 5 a.m.. To control their sleeping schedule, two members of 

my group would stay at the shelter for one night and they would take turns with the other two 

members from the same group for the next night.     

 Besides looking after the flag hoisting troop, my group also got the special chance to train 

the four children from the Consulate’s staffs to perform Indonesian traditional dance in 

Panggung Gembira, a special event held by the Consulate to celebrate the Indonesian Independence 

Day. The groups which happened to be placed in Tawau city before the Independence Day held the 

responsibility to train them and my group continued this duty from the previous group. We 

taught them to dance Yamko Rambe Yamko because the choreography was quite easy to follow.   

 There were other preparations which were done together with the whole team.  On August 

16th, the team gathered in the Consulate to prepare the costumes and the properties for the Yamko 

Rambe Yamko dance performance. In the afternoon, we helped the preparation for the flag hoisting 

troop’s inaugural ceremony. During the procession, I acted as the Master of Ceremony, Tesya acted 

as the tray carrier, and the rest were attending as witnesses for the inauguration. After that, we 

stayed up late until 11 p.m. at the Consulate to prepare the lunch and doorprize coupons used for 

the D-Day. The preparation seemed endless, but since the D-Day had arrived, it was time for the 

celebration.    

I
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Celebrated annually on August 17th, Indonesia’s Independence Day is a day awaited by all of the 

Indonesian people. Those who stay in Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia are no exception. On that special day, 

all of the Indonesian workers get a day off from their workplaces so that they can attend the 

ceremony. Besides the ceremony, they also attend an entertainment event called ‘Panggung 

Gembira’.   

 Right on the Independence Day, the team had been stand by at the Consulate since 3 a.m. 

in the early morning to help the preparation for the PASKIBRA. Three people from the group 2 had a 

duty to do the make-up while the others prepared for the clothes, equipment, and etc. After taking 

care of the PASKIBRA, the team then split into two: eight members went to the Head of Consulate’s 

residence to help the committee organizing the flag-raising ceremony while the other four members 

went to Dewan Methodist building in advance to help the committee organizing the Panggung 

Gembira event. 

AUGUST 17
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PANGGUNG
GEMBIRA

The ceremony was held twice on the 

Independence Day. The morning session was for 

the flag-raising ceremony while the afternoon 

session was for the flag-lowering ceremony. In 

both sessions, the flag hoisting troop were 

responsible to raise and lower the flag. 

Witnessed by officials and invited guests, they 

had to perform perfectly just like how they were 

being trained for the last one month. In between 

the two sessions, thousands of Indonesian 

people in Tawau were flooding the Dewan 

Metodist building to attend the Panggung 

Gembira event. The event was full of 

entertaining programs such as singing, dancing, 

drama, and doorprize distribution. One of the 

notable performances was from the four 

children of the Consulate’s staffs who bravely 

perform Yamko Rambe Yamko dance which was 

taught by the team members. The festive 

atmosphere of Independence Day celebration 

last for the rest of the day.          

I
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NELLA’S  DIARY

I

Finishing the International Community Service program and leaving the lovable city, Tawau, 

makes me realized how fast the days I spent with the Tawau people have passed. My short experience 

in there has brought a lot of unforgettable memories. I will always remember the cheerful and 

energetic children of Indonesian workers with their lovely greetings. I will never forget the friendly 

teachers who have treated us like a family. I am also very grateful to all of the parties who have 

made the International Community Service possible. The 28 days of our community service in 

Tawau can be a worthwhile provision for our future.   

During our time executing the community service program in Tawau, I was quite surprised 

that we got a very positive response and great acceptance from the people. Although we were not yet 

able to bring a big difference in their life, our presence was being expected and becoming their 

motivation to be better. I hope that this International Community Service in Tawau will continue 

to be held for the next period because the Indonesian people in Tawau are still facing many 

problems, especially concerning the education and citizenship status. Until they can empower 

themselves, it is our duty as educated people to empower them through community service program. 
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FAREWELL CEREMONY
The farewell ceremony was held in two days consecutively; on August 24th and August 25th. This 

program was aimed to close the community service period in Tawau and to bid farewell to the people 

in each of target locations. Unlike any other programs which were attended by a single group in a 

single location, in farewell ceremony, the whole team members were all present in the same location 

at the same time.  The farewell ceremony was held from the farthest location from the town 

(Merotai) to the closest one in the heart of the town (KRI Tawau).  

On August 24th in the morning, a farewell 

ceremony was held in the Dewan (Hall) of 

Merotai Kecil. All of the CLC Merotai Kecil 

students were freed from their class schedule to 

attend the farewell ceremony.  The teachers 

from the CLC and Humana were also attending 

the event. Mr. Aksar became the teachers’ 

representative to give his impression of the 

International Community Service program 

executed in Merotai. Aziz, the team leader and 

the representative from Universitas

Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta, also delivered his 

remark speech. The event was enlivened up by 

the performances from the CLC Merotai Kecil 

students. A choir group consisted of the ninth 

grade female students sang Hymne Guru and 

Laskar Pelangi theme song. Daya, one of the girls 

from the choir group, was impressively singing 

Bubuy Bulan. The male students were also 

showing their talents by performing beat-box. 

The farewell ceremony in Merotai was closed by 

the closing remarks from the team members 

followed by a photo session.    

FAREWELL
MEROTAI

I

I
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FAREWELL
BOMBALAI

I
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In the afternoon on the same day, a farewell ceremony was held inside of the classroom of CLC 

Bombalai Ladang Imam. The teachers and the students from both CLC and Humana School were all 

gathered in the classroom to watch the event unfold. Mr. Andi and Ms. Rahmawati became the 

representatives from the local institutions to deliver their remark speeches about the International 

Community Service program which then followed by a remark speech from the team leader. The 

performances from the CLC and Humana Bombalai Ladang Imam students were much more varied 

than those in Merotai. There were dancing, singing, and drama performances. The most awaited 

performance was the Ande-Ande Lumut drama performed by the CLC Bombalai Ladang Imam 

students. All of the audiences were entertained by their impressive performance. For the second 

time of the day, the team members delivered their goodbye speeches. The farewell ceremony in 

Bombalai was also closed by a photo session with all of the teachers and students.   
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FAREWELL
HOLY TRINITY

I

BAWANG MERAH
BAWANG PUTIH
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In the morning of August 25th, the team headed to the CLC Holy Trinity to have a farewell ceremony. 

Started on 9 a.m., the event was the grandest of all farewell ceremonies. All of the CLC Holy Trinity 

students gathered in the hall and sat down surrounding long tables to participate in the event. They 

brought their homemade foods to be shared later after the event ended. In the opening, Mr. Francis 

Kamuntah delivered his remark speech as the representative of CLC Holy Trinity.  Following his 

speech, Mr. Takdir Ali Mukti, the supervisor of International Community Service Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta, and Aziz, the team leader, also gave their speeches in return.  

There were a lot of performances presented by the CLC Holy Trinity students in the farewell 

ceremony. Singing, dancing, poet reading, and drama were performed one after another. One of the 

notable performances was the Bawang Merah Bawang Putih drama performed by the CLC Holy 

Trinity Elementary School students. Near the end of the event, the team members went up to the 

stage to deliver their goodbye speeches. The event was wrapped up in a photo session together with 

the teachers and the students of CLC Holy Trinity. 
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FAREWELL
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In the afternoon, at about 3 p.m., the team and the supervisor were received by Mr. Krishna Djelani, 

the Head of Consulate, to attend a wrap-up meeting in the Consulate. The meeting discussed the 

achievements during the last 26-days of community service and the prospect for the next 

International Community Service in Tawau. The meeting was also used as an opportunity to ask for 

leaving the region and to thank for the generosity of the Consulate during the community service 

program. The meeting was ended with a photo session together with Mr. Krishna Djelani and Ms. 

Firma Agustina. 
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AZIZ’S  DIARY

In the middle of our community services period, I got the opportunity to travel into the inland area 

to have a deeper research about the life of Indonesian workers in Tawau. I was offered this 

opportunity by one of the CLC teachers. At night, we went to the deep forest and after one hour of 

travel in the wilderness, we met with the workers who live in there. After I interviewed them about 

their life in the plantation, the result was quite shocking.  

 I found out that many problematic issues related to citizenship and prosperity happen 

inside the inland area of palm tree plantation. Starting from the cheap labor until citizenship 

issues, the problem faced by them sounds very political which the ordinary people cannot solve it 

on their own. The root of their problem is still concerning about their citizenship status. They still 

lack in information on how to process passport, visa, work lisence and many others. Based on the 

information that I dig from them, the reason why they cannot process it is because they are afraid 

to go outside of the plantation due to their illegal status. They think that they do not have a voice 

to defend their problem. Yet, if they do not process it, they will continue to be paid cheaply. Because 

of this problematic problems are way beyond my control, I could not do many things at that time 

besides of giving them motivation to process their identity so they will not be a stateless people. 

 From this International Community Service I learned that there are many of our brothers 

and sisters beyond the borders who still need help and attention, not only from the government 

but from us, the educated people. Even though the case of cheap labor can also be found in Indonesia, 

but from the outside of borders, the problem becomes much bigger because it related to their 

citizenship status—and it becomes the international political issue. It is becoming our concern to 

think about the solution to this issue and to prevent the same problem to add up in the future.    

I
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CONCERNS

The Complicated Procedures from the Government 

From our direct interview with the local people about illegal identity issue, we found out that most 

of them argued processing passport, visa or birth certificate are difficult due to the complicated 

procedures from the Indonesian government. That condition has made them indolent to process 

their documents even though they are aware of the consequences. Actually, the root of their 

problem comes from their incompetence in completing their basic documents, such as birth 

certificate and marriage certificate. In the other hand, the government does not make the 

procedures any easier for them to proceed.   As result, the people are suffering from illegal identity 

issue while the government keeps getting the report of the presence of Indonesian illegal workers in 

Tawau.     
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The Lack of Identity Awareness from Indonesian Workers 

Many Indonesian migrant who used illegal procedure to enter Tawau, 

obviously did not aware to the importance of acquiring passport and visa 

for worker. They did not realize that those passport and visa is the most 

important documents when they are working abroad. Their only concern 

was about having a job and receiving the offered salary. This illegal 

migrant worker issue have brought further problems for them. When the 

custom protection officers come to check their identity, they must 

hideaway behind the palm trees shadow in order not to get discovered. 

Sometimes they had to suddenly leave their house and runaway into the 

depth of palm forest to camp and stay there for a couple days until the 

situation come back to normal.  The worst part is when this problem 

grows into a bigger problem when they make a family and have children. 

Their children are also illegal by the law. Even though the Indonesian 

government has done many things to solve this problem, the problem is 

difficult to be solved quickly and efficiently. At the end, there must be a 

good cooperation between the Indonesian workers in Tawau, Indonesian 

Consulate in Tawau, the company, and Malaysian government to solve 

the problems effectively.  
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Unpredictable Future for the Children 

One of the efforts from Indonesian government to guarantee the welfare of the Indonesian 

Immigrant Workers and their family is by establishing Community Learning Centre (CLC) in several 

area in Tawau which can provide a proper education for the children. The CLCs can facilitate the 

children to attend school up to year nine of Junior High School. After they take the National 

Examination, the government hopes that the children are able to fulfill the requirements for them 

to get scholarship and attend Senior High School in Indonesia. Put it simply, the government has an 

aim to return back the Indonesian people to their country of origin through education system. Yet, 

like a double-edged sword, the free education facility attracts more and more Indonesian people to 

go to Tawau and signs their children up to attend the CLCs while they are working in the plantation. 

The scholarship offers also do not effectively run as the government’s wish because there are only 

few children pass the qualification for the scholarship and most of them are not permitted by their 

parents to pursue a higher study in a far place. This has made the future of children from Indonesian 

workers becomes uncertain.    

I

UNPREDICTABLE FUTURE
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TESTIMONIES

Francis Kamuntah, Headmaster of CLC Holy Trinity 

I think the International Community Service (KKN) team from UMY has done a very good job here in CLC 

Holy Trinity. The way they delivered the materials and the approaches that they used really attract all of 

the students. I hope this kind of program will be implemented again in the future with a longer duration 

of time.  

 

Eliana Christiani, teacher at CLC Holy Trinity 

My opinion about the performance of the International Community Service (KKN) team during their 

program implementation in CLC Holy Trinity is that they have a very satisfying one. I hope this program 

continues to be followed up in the years to come.  

 

Andi Taufik Yakub, teacher at CLC 43 Bombalai 

I am very happy and grateful for the International Community Service (KKN) program done by UMY 

students here in Bombalai. The presence of the International Community Service (KKN) team gives a new 

nuance to the school, especially for the CLC 43 Bombalai students. Even though the team only stay for a 

short time, they already help us, teachers, to introduce and explain new things to the students. The 

students are very happy and entertained with the program and their nationalism insight is also increased.      

 

Aksar, teacher at CLC 007 Merotai 

The International Community Service (KKN) team has a very good performance ranging from their 

attitude, teamwork, and discipline. They are also very good in terms of educating children at school so 

that the children are able to gain new knowledge and experience from the International Community 

Service (KKN) team. I hope there will be more batches of International Community Service (KKN) to come 

here in the future. 
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THANKS TO
The second batch of International Community Service Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta might never happen without the support and cooperation from all of the parties 

contributed in succeeding this program. Therefore, we would like to express our gratitude 

to:  

Allah SWT who has showered us His mercy and blessings so that we could accomplish the 

International Community Service program in Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia successfully without a 

hindrance;  

LP3M office and the International Relations department of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta which have given us this special opportunity to do community service program 

abroad and also given us a tremendous support during the execution of this program. 

Specifically we would like to thank the rector, Mr. Gunawan Budiyanto, the head of LP3M, 

Mr. Gatot Supangkat, the head of International Relations department, Ms. Nur Azizah, and 

the supervisors for this program, Mr. Bambang Wahyu Nugroho and Mr. Takdir Ali Mukti 

who have provided us guidance and advices in accomplishing this program;  

The Consulate of the Republic of Indonesia in Tawau which has given us the platform and 

direction in pursuing our programs. We specifically would like to express our gratitude to 

Mr. Krishna Djelani for the kindness and warm welcome in Tawau, Ms. Firma Agustina who 

has acted as the representative from the Consulate to handle our community service 

program, Mr. Na’afi and family who have been so kind and generous to accomodate us 

during our stay in the city, and all the staffs from the Consulate who also have supported us 

during the program execution;  

The Holy Trinity Church in Tawau city and the Sime Darby Plantation Sdn. Bhd. Company in 

Bombalai Ladang Imam and Ladang Merotai which have given us the permit to execute the 

program in the locations. Thank you for the Company managers, headmasters, teachers,  

students and all of the people who have kindly welcomed us to their communities; 

Our parents, siblings, and friends who have given us their endless and constant support and 

prayer so that we could finish the International Community Service program remarkably.  
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