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Anwar Khaolid, Wulan Widyasari

Rethinking Bhineka Tunggal Ika:
Perspectives for a Culture of Diversity in Indonecsia

.
.
\..

1

somplexity of Indonesian sucicty s

f

growing  along  wilh  current Llobal
: L. Some of the nowadays relevant issues of diversity hive been dis-
pussed in this volume: particularly the question, how people see themselves us
men and a5 men, how they oeganize living tosether and how they share intimacy
increasingly beyond the traditional paticens of gender roles, clussical family and
lerosexual ormativity. Diversification of lifestyles is triggered (i} by the logic of
i maikel cconomy; (i) by the end of Indonesias intellectunl isolation and its
pening since 1998 towards the rest of the world in context of democeatization and
fobalization: but also giii) by a growing readiness ol (young) people 1o create their
W ways of tiving beyond the usual path as majorily sociely. religious proups and
Rlicr organized interests promede il.
eing cautious and secursly oriented in peneral, Indonesians hive become more
10 tking clances and sisks {within = "risk soCicty” as Ulrich Beck outlined).
. experience that alternatives for 3 suceeeding life oxist and that 1hey have
Dice - 1 they are willing 10 take {self) responsibility instead of delegating deci-
making to superior authorities. Growing self-cansciousness has fed to experi-
enting with nesw social formations, Particularly the youny: generation is reorganis-
! "{is social embedment, has used fhe REW opportunities to act us indi-viduals and
R only as parts of 5 community, Basically we can observe since the end of the
BRArtO repime within an ORROInE process of democratiztion and mediatization
.{bdividml and collective emancipation from a marrow under-standing of be-
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thase, who hold on to the proven and known, who teluse chinge and relted uncers
tainness. Individual emancipation of the privileged, growing spaces for expenimoents
and for engincering of individual lifestyles has thes led to = widening gap in the
social reality within Indonesian socicty, (o increasing diversity along new catege
153,

Indoncsia’s official motto Blinmeka Tungga! Ha refers 1o diversities within the
country. Ultimately it shall be the foundation for & sense of unity imong its peopls
Since the founding of the Republic, but particulasly during Socharto eri, the i
has been used to conceptualize an Indonessin national identity, built on mul
cultural socicty. Therefore, Bhineka Tunggal ika represents political as well
social asparation and principle. The diversily that it refers to has been so Tar defing
= il not limited to - the diversity of local cultures, local Ianguages, 1mmces and etling
cities, as well as religions and beliefs.

The current modernization as we have outlined 1t belore, has wransformed a (poll
cally top down shaped and controlled) socicty with a self-perception of being 1High
ly consistent, nlo a (hotiom up engincered and organized) society that is coafiy
ed in social amd political interaction with its own heterogencity as well as with
dimensions of ongoing diversification due 1o social change and cconomic devy
opment. A gap in the social reality within Indonesian socicty is experienced |
sonally and continuously reflected medially. The impoatant question 1s, from o
point of view, how this ongaing heterogeneization amd dynamification is integi
into the political consensus of Bhioncka Tunggal Tka, the conceplual foundation |
the Republic, and in political nctivity and culture,




wrent conflicts in Indonesia related 10 diversity are not seldom crossing bosders
b violence™. The conflicts emerge acound issues of religious discourse 2nd public
‘ 4 ‘ifacmalion (fe.: what interpretation of the Quran is “truc™; can churches be buill
" lhin a Muslim dominated area?), and around questions of morality, cnticism of
‘modern lifestyles™, arownd the understanding of what is a good life, what is ethi-
al, and linked 10 it, around struggles of social agents about power and influcsce.
ly these conflicts lead o questions of inclusion respectively exclusion, and
10 one question: how is the promise of‘l?igmity as fundamental principle of
_'_ Indoncsian S1ae defined; how is it batanced Wity {changing) feclings of belong-
g. with shared values and social practices: and how i it redeemed in political
enocralic practice.

Ok our obscevation, the competition about dominance in this discourse on the
ii;’tanding of Diverssity within the public sphere (Habernis) is currently
i . How will it continse? In his context some imporlant questions need o be
Wwered: (i) whether o far unchaflenged aspects of the establisied consensus on
Divessity in Indoncsia (equality of acknowledged religions/beliels, ethnics ete.) can
' { goliated: apparent in the claim of fundamental islamistic groups, who ques-
b the lnizistic character of 1he Indonesiun Republic and demand Islamization; (i)
Ahere is space within the concept of Bhincka Tumggeal e - for new dimensions ol
versity, f.c. nontraditional life forms and undesstanding of Gender: requested by
¢hnl movements for example of women or LGBTI; and (iji) if the cthical spirit of
.,.; ka Tunggol Ra —~ and ils consequences for everyday politics and organization
peaceful coexistence - is really shared by the majority of Indonesia's people, or
M is rather an abstract ideal, which has been formulated by & small elite group
ong the founding Fathers of the Republic: does democrucy, freedom of spocch

Fwo examglos. fn 2050, the FPI (3 Defenders Fromt) threatened 10 bus down Goetbe
flute Fakarta, onc of the vesses of e 9% Q! Film Festival, il screenang did nee halt ' Film
Ival & the Bazgest flm festsval focusang oo movaes with LGITIQ a0d HIV/AIDS 1opics e

INesis Thas threas fecoed the QgmEE comnmntioe (o cancel soveral sovic wcreenings, Re-
Yed froon Wi Swww the sk astapost SO OG220 (i ipee gy « filn-

Val bl 0 sty Gl SHTI dpulon Wednesilay, 13 January 2016
D12, the Ahmadiyad Masque in Tasikmalayy, West Java was attacked by handeeds of peaple
M0 stoncs amd molotoy cocktals ot the mosque. Ahmadiyah o o oty sect, whach s
Miered deviant hy Muslion majorsts m Indoocse Relreved from:

AW thed sl artipost Com mens 20| Lvmlh'hmiya\‘nmwu-wkmaln'a'uulu-
bk liml on Wednesday, 13 January Mi16
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andd political activity strengthen and expand the founding principles of the state, of
will it open a way to overcome them, leading Lo Anomic, as Wirnsenjaya argucs in
this volume", to radicalization sad 10 a different Indoncsia™? :

Socicty ofien soems confised when being asked about the cultural ientity of Indo:
nesia. People often relate their identity to cthnic belonging, mostly associate “hes
Indoacsian” with “being Javanese™ A wilening of this lmited perspective
diversity in Indosesia must target 1 develop an understandung that diversity b
more than ethnic beterogeneity, religion and language.

Slmiqpoi!&tunhlmo(dn;cuﬂlkfmmoupoiuofm-
mmumq,m&cmhwmmhyo( och

qﬁmab.ﬁdaWWMbmbwvh
ternct and is building new sockal relations, supported by sew social media. b

1 our recont rescarch we have inferviewed young people oo their perceptions of
change and expectations for the future”'. Beside a relatively unquestioned con "
suss oo overall peals to realize an cconomically better life, cducation and a pic *
Goaal career. social advancement and linking op 1o intermatiosad developoed,
isacsoflhhgtog«b«.mulhyndgadﬂmonaamnuw .
conflict in the fife of young Indoncsians. New ways of living that include carcor “
mdMWW.limn'
mh'mdmdkymmh\ﬂwithlhemcﬂawdu)
Waawmuwmt«:@mm”ammw
very fundaments of socscty (and distribution of power within i), Thercly, mi
mdmcﬂtebhuhw&lymh&n-‘mmﬂmmw'.ﬂla :
globalization (and thus often labelled as ‘Un-lndonesian’), rather than as & resolt &
so far unknown new availability of opportunities and free choices due 10 demod
lization,

" See chapter &

M Moee detatied in the rocontly published arische. Khalsd ef ol (2015

* \idyasis, Walan and Anwar Kbolad. 2015 Rethinking [Whincka Temgzal fla LGIEE Lo
as New Socol Plesomenoa in Indoocsin. Prescocd o the Tntoimatsonsd Conlorence o Soci
Polilns 26-28 Janwary 2006 s Universitas Mulsmmadaah Yogyokarts
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l ' Young people use socsal media and “do their thing"”

\ these disallimmations, sockal goups of young people in Indonesia are
,'_.' od casily through modern media, paticulaly new social media. During the
doaesinn Presidential Campaign 2014, Kholid et. al (2015) examined participa-
_’(_)( young people in the clection process. The research was performed among o
mple of students of the Social and Political Facultics at five univensities in Yog-
f ‘~ rta. The conclusion was that the yomg people are becoming more visible in
o debate during the election due 1o mctd medea. [n wider context of Indone-
a polmcnl debate among young pcoplc Wik then tumed info political action:
‘mwchmdmmsrmw\umﬂdmwlywam-
jigns of candidates, while some other established an onfine watchdog for the ehee-
il media in general have becomse an importast pant of everyday fife for Indonc-
I® young peoplc. Recent statistxs show that the sumber of [nternet wsers in
: mcsia bas reached 73 mallion in 2015 or equal 10 29% of the population. Of this
vmbe &mdlnapuplcaea«neoawcnlmh"ofﬁkhhmﬁyo‘
ﬁc;omgmllekt\\m 13-35 years™. Based on data by the Intormational
Xommunication Union (ITU), United Natioes Population Division, Intermet &
obtle Association of India (LAMAL and World Baok from July 2014, the mumber

ot wsers i Indonesia increased within ooe year by 9% or about 1.5 millon
e

lbcuscﬁnpaliial“miﬂmcdhhnalwum«dlosdf-
’ p as well as self-expeession. Online groups have been appearing carrying
r".. crent musssons. The Thatan Duta HIV and AIDS DIY is an oaline group in
pcbook with the goal 1o oducate young people on the prevention of HIV aad
.A group called PLU Satw Hati provides peer support and assistance for
I.GIITI i Yogyakarta i social and personal problems as member of minori-

eved from bap Cwww thepsdanapost com mews 201513 TV insemet -usces-mdooesin:
j}-mn- hitml¥sthash 19sc0chM gt oo Saturday, 9 January 20160

ohrievod Srom higp /ww beritasans coo'dipnal-ike261297 mayetas-nctiren < andomnes i -

B2 Sqahun baml om Saturday, 9 Jaaary 2016

| feom litsg /ww intemmetlivestats, comaniemetaserehy scomntry/ om Satueday
zou.

‘ ,J

Ly
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ty group. Onber groups provide a forum for discussions about livang as a mmon
amsn in Indonesian society. '

Our interviews and obseevations show that social media actually further devel
cultural diversity in Indonesia as they provide a basis 1o establish new social grow)
with mutual interests and shived vislues; and they provide an open space for beli
ging. They reflect an ongoing keterogeneization among young Indonesians.

"Social media wias a catharsis of self. a media 1o rekexse stress and fatrzuc, a5 well s
* plice 8 mnintain and ercate relatinahins =™

Social media are helping young people to voice their aspirations. Especially for i
noritics, such as LGBTI people, they have bocome a medium to express in
viduality, otherness and social criticism, Fven though groups and cosmamunit
such as Arus Pelangi, Gaya Nusantara or PLU Satu Hati have been established fil
while™, social acceptance of Lesbians and Gays is still low in Indoncsia So
media provide space 1o build alternative socin! networks, which allow to
contact with others and carry out social activitics, as well as to organize polilh
interests and search for social acceplance, These oppontunitics are attractive pil
culardy for those who do not have the courage of an opportunity for being open
their real life,

“The exutence of socad meda s hedping me o socialize 2l exchangs mleis with E
other LGATI people. Before there was social media | do not have friends, anid now |
have sy Toemds ="

As sexuality is in general a faboo in Indonesia that is problematic or impossible
be discussed, social media have in fact contributed to extend the public sphers.
opening virtual space, As a part of the World Wide Web, they allow accens
positive information and inspiring stories from other countries, thus can |
ccouragement 1o continue social strugple for a belter Tiving situation and W
scceptance, and support formation of individual and collective identity.

" Iervtew with Anaeda (22) on Wednesday, 6 Janaary 2016
™ See Takdir A Mukts m chapter £
" Imterview with lan (29) o Wednesday, 6 Ty 2016
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'l con B optimistic becmne of socrl media Alhoogh ous country is not the sante
~ With odhes countascs st fane accepted the exntaace of LGITL the sitsation now is
-~ much better tham before "™

ﬂtﬂnr way, social media have provided space for young Indoncsian women
‘ ebamg masriage and family issues. Even though the younger generation
W5 mofe openness to non-traditional life styles and perceives for example to be
_, @ an individual choice rather than individual [ailure, pressure on young
en 1o marry and to become mother #5 still high. The oMer generation, particu-
plmls still consider an unmarricd woman 10 live not in secordance with 1n-
esizn cullure and therefore socially nmngwablc The question "when will you
]o et matried” & 1 common grecling gwd\ to single people, but especislly to

en,

ibﬂ a ki of questaons shoul mamiage and 0's quile distharbing A1 fast 31 was OK,
ul DowW il's w0 disteebang 1 thank nowadays, it sbould not he a prolileas if 2 wonnm
being single "

) 0' me, breez o seagle womm & 3 sormad thing becimee all arcand me there aee Jots
s-;k wesmen, the only barden 15 the pecssure from my family =™

P'l'okluml. m my office w's OK af you're saghe. 1ot in my Canily, il's quike 2
enge.”

:.~ ence of social medin stirengthens the social position of simgle women
_ lhc socicty s they could show their succestul lile despite being unmasied,
Ins agnm for example, we found many profiles of single female wavellers or
onals. The situation in wban areas seems clearly casier for women thas
el lbcblg cities, where the expectation for women approaching their 30s to get
tied is much stronger, Modermn ueban women faee this pressure when they visit

mily and neighborhood when they are back in their hometown.

aysew with Ko (30) on Wednesday, 6 Jamary 2006
! m wilh Nena {31 o0 Wadnesday, 6 Jasaary 2016
view will Cinta (29) on Wednesday, 6 January 2016

.' ¥ view with Tya (29) on W cdocsday, 6 Jamuary 2016
’K
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At the end, gender, sexual orientation and individual choces to live with other and
10 realize intimacy are part of individuality. ‘The diversity of concepes beyond mar- :
riage and teaditional [amily is to be found also in Indonesia, and it becomes increas
singly social reality, Social medin play an lmportant role in raising awaseness for

these issues, in supporting to find information and pece groups, and thus in shapng
new forms of identity. Diversity sensitive society lives from public discourse on
relevant aspects of heterogencity, and thus it woukl be an important step forward 1
ackmowledge heteropencization of lifestyles and (o overcome existing taboos such
as refated 10 gender role and sexuality, 3

o The Mening 1o be “Iadonesian” and the Media

JWMRB“UMW'wmeumm.wkmmi
mm:mmwmucmm;wm.mmm
becoming mother and bouse wifl, 1o create a family of choice i addition 1o the
fmﬂyd&ﬂumhmummi\eiﬂ-cyhnhauliw(umofrclb'
lm-dtymclatynje«dhyuymmkwimmm
the marow understanding of what it means 1o be “Indonesian”, designed i 3 ool
for social control and propagated during the authoritarian Socharto times, is crith
cized as contradictory 1o the idca of Bhincka Tumpeal Ha

While political pressure for eniformity is gone, the ideas of Sochario time are il
vaﬂuhlmmmmmmormd
mmmwmmwm 1998, But the peiy
ummmmmms-umwmsm
not developed an ambition yet 10 mirros the existing social diversity of Ind

Particulatfy Java-contrism and not seldom facist discrimination of otherness Bk
seen continuity since authositarian times uotil today, “Deviatiog” understandings of
Gender and ways of fife are disrespected and presented as nidiculous in “Jokes™
“comedy™. Indonesian socicty is predominantly interested in entortalnment rathiy
than in documentary or cven political controversy. This supports & wideas 3
ignorance towards diversity issues and increasing heterogeneization. Necossary 1o
imgeovement would be here to use the new opportunitics of demociady hrough
establishment of critical media and a democtatic political education as cone
lizes in other countries sisch as Germany after World War 11
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social medin are even more important for a development towands diversity
sitiveness in Indonesia under these clrcumstances. They have brought opportu-
_2. ,_ 1o sequire information, diverse perspectives and opinion as outlined before.
l  new challenges at the same time, as radical roups use them for propaganda, for

nfommnon and o sow hate. The competances, particularly wmong the young
; an clite, 10 make use of the new opportunities has developed in a positive way
new social media bave become important tools within Tndonesia's public
‘ .: with the potential to contrrbute :lngmfmm'y 10 an mcreasingly eritscal and
ldmd public. “New" topics can casier atract atiention, and the growing diver.
. v within lﬁmumh«mvuubkmdmlcvu

Dntrmyasmmdrﬂmalmwnnkmkdnm
mmewhﬂbbkmaWMww

suthorit: mmﬂWuMth?-wdﬂabymnvn
0¢ purposcs of control and domimation: o establish and surture a democratic dis-
on Diversity: all of this, from our pomt of view, must become an issse of
ide&mdofmm Particularly university bas to play a
mkn«ﬂtﬂagh&mnhu@nud&am“lofmmlﬂmur
'Q_- 0Tt structures and practices. First examples for better peactices within
)' padiyah Usiversity of Yogyakarta (UMY) have boen outlined in this vol.
; "'?.nlbc;'m)'btamﬁagpo&n_

= an Islanuc University upholds the fondamcntal Ilamic values of
bt 0l Alaamin, 3 blessing for the umiverse that includes respect lowards
“,- ences, folerance and peaceful coexistence. This can be a pood basis for 3 con-
mporary undesstanding of Rhincka Tumgal Ha, as Itam advoates that it i par
_g a0 patare 10 have different opinions and should be respected, as well s that
s shoald be solved with constant efforts for mmstual undcistanding and toler-
Ah‘u-afmmUM\ s:nnmmduasfolloux

l.
’l&maahﬂﬂh‘bd\msmn‘wa\., s prace that brough chanpe. becauie eve
- Tvene b 2 delerent wndesstanding and oo singie thing e this woeld is senilse ™

'Sev chipeer 10
Aserview with Aly (lectures 2 UMY) on Thussday, 7 Fanumy 2016
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On this background, an umportant topic tor academic reflection would be
concepl of Togetherness™ that is inherent in the mindset of Indonesians, They |
1o follow majority and to neglect minosity as well as o avoid probleims
confronlation, In consequence, where othemess becomes visible, where differs
appear und change occurs, most people have problems o face or even to y
them.,

“Indoncsa’s people still can't sccepn dversity and Gange.™

This astomishing contradiction (o the continuously attested self-perception of
nation of diversity” needs 10 become topic for further research and academis |
comrse, We expect that a lot of reassessment and reflection will be necessarny o
awareness about historical damage, and particularly about the heritage of Soe
to’s politics of leveling ot diversity for political reasons. Among Indonesi
different cultures and identities a new basic mutual understanding needs 1o be
loped thar will replace Javacentrism, forms of racism and discrimination by l'
spirit of Bhinmeka Tunggeal tha 11 will find its fundament in a valuing of div
and heterogeneily.

Torget groups for political oducntion and academie discourse are students and
turers. Beside class-based teaching. public discourses on cultural diversily )
plice in context of the community service, which is a compulsary pwgru\
UMY The Depertment of Communication Studics is organizing an annual pro
in this context alremly with sebected topics. :

An important frame lor discussions on diversily ¢an be international networks
partnerships with universities, political foundations and institutions. Given ity
torical experience of an academic sector compromised by Fascism and dictatof
and the experiences of developing a democralic society in the second half of
20" century, based on the idea of the wnigueencess of the human being, the digiil
is existence and the mission of the stale 10 protect and suppaort i, pariners iy
many with their ethical and political fundament close 10 our understanding
Bhineker Tamgzgzal tha could be particularly interesting.

b [

152



Aodonesia’s current political class and Bhineka Tunggal tka

jon plays an imporiant role in public life, but Indonesia’s political constitustion
Ms *founding story” is not based on religion. Center of the political concept is
( . of citizenship and the ndmoulcdgcm! of diversity as constitutional basis

S 'llu 1D card stands for political srecognition as Indonesian, not conless
0 & certain faith or ethnic group. An Islamic Indonesin, as particulasly some

3 Iy, the management of Diversity issues by the politecal establishment,
fularly by the President. the government add the parlinment, are subject 1o

lic aetention and. increasingly, criticism and rallying of civil society organiza-

: ts llu. Presudent Laced criticism ol’bcmg oo lemcnl with Islamic radicals. But
A clnpis to deny LGBTI groups their rights &s citizens to be present in the pab-
and to otgamm cevents wac cntlcucd b) url)an. mu-m.nmmlly omnted

ippear in public. IF this indicates a certain ad;uumml of socicty 1o the presence
helerogencity in public space, declining support for radical groups of just a pri-
 for ather issues in political discourse, remains a subject for further analysis,

h ' lmloncsm 5 current political class, economic slowdown and incrensing pub.
are currently the *big issues’, [t may indicate that Indonesia is on the way
: co me a “normal libeaal democracy”, where the logic of capitalism dominates
King and heterogencization of socicty is rather unquestioned as long as econo-
shbllny is ot perccived as theeatened and individualization of life forms
her as contribating (o overll econamic siccess,
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1V, Indonesia’s Fulure

Given these obscrvations il scems clear for us, that Indonesia cannot and wil

step back behind the consensus on diversity established when the Republie §
founded. But it has to offer sccurity and perspective to its entire people. I'M,
spective thus can only lay in a widening of the concept of diversity that is dof
in the principles of Bhimeka Tunyiral tha

We see that the ideal of Blrineka Tumggat fka has not been rooted in T
society so far, Instead, Indoncsion society shows irritation when it gets con
with its own Diversity and with impact of change. Some people react witl s
stlgmmmm and exclusion. They try, for example, to force women who iy
“modern” life back into traditional roles, o enforce the dominating heteran
tive doctrine, and to make EGBTI politically and socially invisible - or evei |
them violently, Such violence and disceimination are contradicting with the
¢ralic principles as Indonesia’s constitution promises to treat all citizens U
regardiess of differences among them. Diserimination and social exclusion (0 "
ple referring to new aspects of heterogencity thus is 2 problem for the dem
fundaments of Indoncsia as well as the guiding peinciple of statehood repeess
in Hhineka Tunggal fka. The perspective lays in an mclusive approach thil o
the understanding of Diversity for new groups,

There is the chance now o develop a fusdamental framework of Indonesia’y
democratic order, as well as a democratic political culture. We see this as an ofh
tional and academic challenge - thus particularly for a university such is UMY
well s a practical challenge for the political elite and for influential mass
tions such as Muhammadiyah. Definition and implementation of demaocratie
ciples are refated 1o politics and may be defined as the art of solving problen|)
relation 1o diversity, politics s the means 1o manage heterogeneity . Toy "
academics, politictns and all other actors in the public sphere, have the misy L
contribule constructively to the shaping of a demociatic fundament (o1 2 11y

Indonesia,

" Bunge, 2009 49
* [enge, 2009 08
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understanding of Bhumeka Tinggal Ha within such 1s new democratic
W essential from our point of view and links up to the historic narrative that
s the very existence of the state. It reflects the conceptunlization of nution-
ity as a heterogencous socicty. It refers 1o the palitical program of the foun-
O Indonesis, who defined a mutual understanding of nation within the huge
:;'_d' cullural reference systems, They crented 2 spiril that reinterpretedd
iy us strength raber than as weakpess, Such a mutual spint is the political

ftive for an inclusive social order. |

k2"
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The end of the 20 century has seen increasing awareness iabout 1ssucs
of Diversity and a reflection of its abuse for political interests. This
became possible after humankind had faced the experience of losing
humanity. On the other hand the establishment of new forms of exclu-
sion was fostered. In the new exclusions, the efficacy of an imagined
cternal fight and its intrinsic principle of creating differences with
political impact have become visible. Differences still matter, just
other differences. Diversity remains to be a political issue - with
changing aspects of Othemness which arc labeled as politically relevant
or not. It seems sound to predict that the ability not only to manage

Diversity, but to take advantage of it, and to assume leadership in

Diversity Politics in order 1o initiate processes that open new space for
all. will be the most important issue for development of humankind,

if the goal remains a prosperous and just society.
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