
The Students’ Perception on the Use of Authentic Materials in Writing Class 

at English Education Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta 

 

A Skripsi 

Submitted to the Faculty of Language Education as a Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for the Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Anisa Arifiani 

20120540029 

 

 

English Education Department 

Faculty of Language Education 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

2016 

 

 

 

 



ii 
 

 



iii 
 

 



iv 
 

Acknowledgement 

 

My highest thankful and honor to Allah SWT who gives me His blessing in 

my whole life, for always trust me to finish all of my obligation. The second one, my 

greatest thank you goes to my lovely advisor, Ms. Fitria Rahmawati S.Pd.,M.Hum, 

thank you for always guiding, support and give me positive advice in finishing this 

undergraduate thesis. I may not find another advisor who detailed in giving feedback 

and advice, and also demand me to do my best. 

I also want to say thank you for all of the members in English Education 

Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta who have given to me a lot of 

lesson of life, especially PBI class A batch 2012. My thanks are also due to the 

examiner in my undergraduate thesis examination: Ms. Indah Puspawati, S.Pd., MA 

and Ms. Maryam Sorohiti, S.S., M.H.Sc. Thanks for the insightful comments and 

encouragement, even for hard question which incented me to widen my research for 

various perspectives. 

For the most important thing I want to dedicate this undergraduate thesis 

proposal to my family, thank you for my beloved parents, Ngudijana and Tuginah, 

thank you for always be there, ups and downs and for always supporting me both in 

my study and also my life. For my super brothers, Syairul and Ahmad samudra 

Wicaksana, you always be my best. 

This research would not be completed without the contribution of my research 

participants Didit, Puji, Nimah and also Dita, thank you for your good cooperation. 

For my kawaii Tivani, Nur, Dewi, Reni, Erni, Lina, Lia, Erlin thank you for all fun we 

have had in the last four years. For the special one Erlin Asfinarti who know me so 



v 
 

well, thank you for everything, thank you for always listening every problem that I 

have, thank you for every single thing you have given to me. We know each other, we 

are the real super fighter, see you on top. I would like to say thank you to mbak caca 

who always answer every single question, you are my best and the last I would like to 

dedicate this undergraduate thesis proposal for Aris Rofiq Prasetyo, thank you for 

giving me your hand, time and wise advice. I will always remember the kindness and 

the lesson from all of you guys. 

 

Yogyakarta, July 28
st
 2016 

 

Anisa Arifiani 

  

 



vi 
 

Table of Contents 

 

Cover  ...........................................................................................................  i 

Approval Sheet ............................................................................................  ii 

Statement of Authenticity  ...........................................................................  iii 

Acknowledgement  ......................................................................................  iv 

Table of Contents  ........................................................................................  vi 

List of Table  ................................................................................................  ix 

List of Figures  .............................................................................................  x 

List of Appendices  ......................................................................................  xi 

Abstract  .......................................................................................................  xii 

Chapter One  ..............................................................................................  1 

Introduction  .................................................................................................  1 

Background of the Research  ..................................................................  1 

Statement of the Problems  .....................................................................  4 

Limitation of the Problem   .....................................................................  5 

Research Question  ..................................................................................  5 

Purpose of the Research  .........................................................................  6 

Significance of the Research  ..................................................................  6 

Outline of the Research  ..........................................................................  8 

Chapter Two  ..............................................................................................  10 

Literature Review ........................................................................................  10 

Concept of Writing ..................................................................................  10 

Process of Writing   .................................................................................  11 

Problems in Writing  ...............................................................................  13 



vii 
 

Authentic Materials .................................................................................  14 

Types of Authentic Materials   ................................................................  16 

The Significances of Using Authentic Materials ....................................  17 

The Challenges of Using Authentic Materials ........................................  20 

The Use of Authentic Materials in Writing Class ...................................  23 

Review of Related Studies ......................................................................  25 

Conceptual Framework  ..........................................................................  27 

Chapter Three  ...........................................................................................  30 

Research Methodology  ...............................................................................  30 

Research Design  .....................................................................................  30 

Research Setting and Participants  ..........................................................  31 

Data Collection Method   ........................................................................  33 

Data Collection Procedure    ....................................................................  34 

Data Analysis  .........................................................................................  35 

Chapter Four  .............................................................................................  37 

Findings and Discussion  .............................................................................  37 

The types of authentic materials used by the teachers in the teaching and 

 learning process as perceive by the students in writing class  

at EED of UMY  .....................................................................................  37 

Students’ perception on the significances of using authentic materials  

in writing class at EED of UMY  ............................................................  45 

Students’ perception on the difficulties they face in using authentic 

 materials in writing class at EED of UMY ............................................  54 

Chapter Five  ..............................................................................................  61 

Conclusion and Recommendations  .............................................................  61 



viii 
 

Conclusion  ..............................................................................................  61 

Recommendations ...................................................................................  62 

References  ...................................................................................................  65 

Appendices  ..................................................................................................  70 

  



ix 
 

List of Table 

 

Table 2.1 Examples of authentic materials for writing genres  ...................  16 

 

 

  



x 
 

List of Figure 

 

Figure 2.1 Process of writing  ......................................................................  11 

Figure 2.2 Process wheel  ............................................................................  13 

  



xi 
 

List of Appendices 

 

Appendix 1. Interview Protocol  ..................................................................  1 

Appendix 2. Selective coding  .....................................................................  3 



xii 
 

Abstract 

 

In learning English, there are several media that can be used. One of the media 

is authentic materials and it is beneficial both for the teacher and also for the students. 

However authentic materials are rarely used in class activity. This study aims to 

reveal 1) the types of authentic materials used by the teacher in the teaching and 

learning process as perceived by the students in writing class at English Education 

Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (EED of UMY); 2) the 

significances of using authentic materials in writing class at English Education 

Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta EED of UMY; 3) the 

difficulties of using authentic materials in writing class at English Education 

Department of Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta EED of UMY.  

This study used qualitative research design and specifically employed 

descriptive qualitative research. In this study, the researcher involved 4 (four) students 

of EED of UMY batch 2014 who were willing to share their ideas. The instrument 

used in this study was an interview. In analyzing the data, the researcher used open 

coding, axial coding and the last was selective coding.  

The first finding of this study showed that there were six types of authentic 

materials used in writing class covering, printed book (novel), newspaper, video, 

movie, music, youtube. The second finding was about the significances of using 

authentic materials in writing class. Based on the findings from interviewing the 

participants, there were seven significances of using authentic materials. The 

significances are that authentic materials improve the students’ language skill, the 

students enjoy the materials, the students can learn better through various activities, 

the students feel easy in memorizing materials, the students can learn on their  own 
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pace, authentic materials can be found easily, and authentic materials offer daily 

language. The findings in this study also revealed the difficulties of using authentic 

materials in writing class. There were six difficulties of using authentic materials 

including unfamiliar vocabulary, difficult content, and difficulty in selecting the 

media, unclear audio/sound of the media, difficult language, and blurred text. 

Keywords: authentic materials, types of authentic materials, significances of 

authentic materials, difficulties of authentic materials 
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