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Abstract

Critical thinking has been regarded as an essential aspect of education. However,
it is not easy to develop students’ critical thinking. This study was conducted to
find out the teachers’ strategies and challenges to develop students’ critical
thinking at the English Education Department (EED) of Universitas
Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY). The method used in this research was
descriptive qualitative that the data were gathered through interviewing two
teachers of the EED of UMY selected by purposive sampling. Indeed, the
participants were chosen based on two criteria. First, they should have taught at
the EED of UMY for at least three years. Second, they should be teachers who
created learning activities in the class requiring their students to think critically.
The data collected from the interviews were analyzed into three steps of coding
which are open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. The first finding of this
study is about the strategies used by teachers in developing students’ critical
thinking at the EED of UMY. There were six strategies which were a questioning
strategy, classroom discussion, writing assignments, problem based learning,
reading assignments, and providing feedback. The second finding is about the
challenges faced by teachers of the EED of UMY in developing students’ critical
thinking. There were five challenges, namely difficulty in incorporating aspects of
critical thinking, finding the right resources, students’ passive behaviors, time

constraints, and difficulty in designing class activities.
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